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Worship Service each Sunday  10:00 am 

            Online options also 
 

   2nd  WELCA Meeting 9:00 am 
   3rd   Fish Lake Council Meeting 6:30 pm  
   6th   Celebrate our Senior Graduates 
  15th   Social Ministry Meeting 6:00 pm    
  19th  Block of the month 8:30 am 
            Ordination of Pastor Teleen Saunders 
 20th  Installation Sunday:  Pastor Teleen 
Saunders. 
  

Matthew 13:31   He put before them another  
parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mus-
tard seed that someone took and sowed in his 
fields; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when 
it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and be-
comes a tree, so that the birds of the air come 
and make nests in its branches.” 

One of the advantages of being a member of Fish 
Lake Lutheran is our association with the St. Paul 
Synod and the wider church body of the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church of America (ELCA).  As we 
move from our months of physical isolation into 
the months of summer rejuvenation, I can’t help 
but feel a wider energy to our emerging work in 
the good news of Jesus.  We are many churches 
that together make a big difference.   
 

The annual synod assembly in May kicked off a 
campaign called, “Planting Hope”.  This image of 
evangelism seems especially appropriate for us 
here at Fish Lake Lutheran.  First, as I sit at my 
desk, I overlook a field of baby alfalfa sprouts.  
The emerging plants remind me of whiskers.  
They are so small, yet one day this field will be 
enough to feed a herd of livestock.  The plants are 
doing exactly what they should be doing – grow-
ing.  They don’t wonder if their leaves are green 
enough, if they are growing fast enough, or if they 
will be ready on time.  Plants don’t worry about 
being “enough”.  Each plant does its job in its own 
time just as God intends.  That is what we are 
called to do as well.  Hope for the church does not 
mean perfection.  It means doing our job in our 
own time just as God intends.  It means knowing 
that we are enough. 

During the assembly, Bishop Lull preached a     
message entitled, "Waiting in Hope." Here's an    
excerpt: 
 

"When it comes to hope, we remember that we 
are right there as recipients of God’s grace and 
mercy for the whole creation. Jesus did not wait 
to come until humanity grew up and people were 
at their best. Jesus did not postpone his dying un-
til we ourselves were deserving. No, “in hope we 
were saved” (Romans 3:24). We Christians live 
with a kind of inexplicable confidence as we go 
about our work, because we know that whatever 
happens – to us, our congregations, the wider 
world, or even the cosmos itself — the future is in 
God’s hands, not our own." 
 

We have been blessed with so much heritage at 
Fish Lake Lutheran.  And just as the alfalfa 
springs forth from the ground, so too our minis-
tries shall spring forth.  We are once again gather-
ing in the sanctuary for worship.  We are once 
again meeting in the Fellowship Hall for coffee.  
We are once again assembling the children and 
youth for faith formation.  We are once again 
meeting the needs of life transitions for weddings, 
funerals, and baptisms.  We are once again mak-
ing in-person visits to those who are homebound 
or hospitalized.  This is just the beginning.  We 
are living in an abundance of hope as we immerge 
from the COVID-19 pandemic like whiskers of al-
falfa from the ground.  We are recipients of God’s 
grace and mercy and that is more than enough for 
a successful harvest.  Thanks be to God! 

June 2021 

Notice!!!  There will on only one Vine & Branches for July and August.  It will come 
to your homes at the beginning of July!  The next one will be the first fall edition 
which should arrive at your homes the first week in September 
So plan ahead if you need anything in the summer editions send it to  
office@fishlakelutheran.org by June 15th!  Items for the September edition 
should be submitted no later than August. 15th. 

Special Congregational Meeting on June 13 following worship service for the purpose 

to vote to Re-Call Sister LaDonna.   
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Our monthly WELCA meeting was held on 
Wednesday, May 5, 2021.  We met inside and 
all wore masks and made certain to social dis-
tance.  Pastor Teleen joined us for the begin-
ning of our meeting.  We introduced ourselves 
and told her of each of our connection with Fish 
Lake.  
  
1. The Secretary’s minutes were approved 
and accepted, as written.   Thank you notes were 
received from Fairview Hospice for the weighted 
blankets that we donated as well as a thank you 
note for the cards we send to our shut ins.  
2. The Treasurer’s report was read and ap-
proved.  The opening balance was $679.13; in-
come was $1,216.00; expenses were $195.68, 
leaving a balance of $1,699.45.  Our savings ac-
count totals $2,805.00.  We collected donations 
from our members to offset the money we nor-
mally would receive from the monthly WELCA 
coffee jar.  These funds will be forwarded to the 
local food shelves.  Any donations to local non-
profits were tabled until next month. 
3. Social Secretary:  No report. 
4. Old Business: 
a. WELCA Sunday:  Coffee time will resume 
on May 23rd.  Barb Sauer will be serving.  We 
will also resume the responsibility of collecting 
and delivering food shelf items to the local food 
shelves.  
b. Memorial Day Dinner:  After much dis-
cussion regarding whether or not to hold some 
sort of dinner following the Memorial Day Cere-
mony, it was decided to not serve a meal this 
year.  Because we always donate money from 
our receipts of the dinner to the Legion, we will 
look for another way of raising some funds for 
this mission.  
Service and Mission Update: 
Kitchen Updates:  Tabled.  Julie checked to 
make sure we had enough coffee for this 
month.  Donations of coffee will be requested 
from the congregation.  We noted how nice the 
kitchen looks after being recently painted. 
d. Block of the Month:   Thirty people have 
already signed up for next year.  Blocks will be 
made with members using their own fabric. 
e. Bundles of Love:  No report. 
f. Assisted Living Lap Quilts:  We             
discussed whether to continue to make and do-
nate the lap quilts.  All but one has been deliv-

ered; that one is ready to tie. 
g. Barb furnished a current inventory of 
all of the quilts that we will have for our Quilt 
Bingo event in September and the status of each 
quilt.  We already have 29 quilts available. 
h. The date for Graduation Recognition 
Sunday is June 6th.  We discussed the       
manner in which the graduates will each receive 
their quilt.  It was decided that the parent(s) of 
the graduate will wrap their child in the quilt; 
Pastor Teleen will announce who made the 
quilt.  We will pin the cards to the quilts at next 
month’s meeting. 
i. Baptismal quilt kits will be delivered to 
Jane Chapman. 
j. Children’s Quilts:  The quilts we had been 
making for the Minneapolis Children’s Shelter 
are no longer being accepted due to COVID19 so 
we discussed where else we could donate these 
items.  Mary Kay will look into various organiza-
tions who are accepting donations. 

  
Our next meeting will be held on June 2, 
2021.  Next month, we will begin our day with 
work on quilts to be followed by our              
meeting.  We will close with the Lord’s Prayer at 
12:00 pm.   Any woman, friend, or member of 
Fish Lake Lutheran is welcome to all or any part 
of our day. 
  
Respectfully submitted, Mary Kay Linder 

May 5, 2021 A Message from the Cemetery Board 
 

At the Annual Congregational Meeting on        
Sunday, April 24th, the following changes to 
Section VI - Interments and  Disinterment of 
the cemetery rules and regulations were        
approved: 1. Burial Vaults for caskets are now 
required. This has been a standard practice for 
many years; however, the rules and regulations 
had no such stipulation    until now.         
 

2. Urn Vaults are now permitted, depending on 
the size of the vault and location on the 
gravesite.  
 

3. Disinterment and Reinterments will now be 
performed according to state statute.  
 
 

 
 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns  regarding our cemetery, please contact one of the 
board members - for the year 2021, they are: President - Dennis Lodin;    Vice President - Mark Knut-
son; Secretary - Marty Zachrison; Treasurer - Greg Smegal; Mike Linder; Rick Lofboom,  Pete 
Meagher, Steve Mettling, and Terry Olson. 

  
 
 
Recipes are Fun!  We’d like to include a recipe section 
to Vine and Branches again so if you have any you’d like 
to share please email them to office@fishlake.com.   
 
 
 
 
 
Barb Sauer is getting us started by sharing a recipe people requested after serving it at her mother’s funeral. 
                                     
 Lemon Salad: 
1 can of Lemon Pie Filling 
1- 8 oz. Cool Whip  (I use Light) 
2-3 oz Boxes of Lemon Jello or 1-6oz box.  ( I use sugar free) 
 
In a large bowl, dissolve jello with two cups of boiling water.  Stir until completely dissolved.   
Add Lemon Pie Filling, stir until blended.   
Add Cool Whip, stir until blended.   
Add one cup of cold water.   
Transfer all ingredients to a mold or serving bowl.  Refrigerate overnight.    
Garnish with fresh berries, or kiwi, (optional)  

June 6th during  

Worship!  

Please come and  

Celebrate with  

Paige Bauer 

        Lexi Hammond 

Jenna Hilber 

          Ashleigh Kroschel 

  Kelly Patton 

    Clay Wilking 

       Our 2021 Graduates! 
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Care of Creation Work Group The Saint Paul Area Synod has an active Care of Creation work group. 
The Care of Creation work group believes that we are called to care for God's creation as a central part of 
our Christian faith and identity. The group was established in 2018 to: 
· explore life-giving ideas 
· share best practices within our synod, the larger church and the community 
· become part of the public and teaching voice of the church 
 

Topic:  Reduce Your Food Waste 
When Earth was created, God entrusted us as its stewards and calls us to care for it and each other in all of 
our actions.  When we make environmentally-wise choices we are celebrating and respecting creation,     
giving thanks for Earth’s abundant resources, and being good stewards with what we’re given.  Being good 
stewards of resources also means using only what we need-like being responsible about the food we pro-
duce and consume, and avoiding unnecessary waste! 
 
Forty percent of all food produced in America is wasted and households—not schools or restaurants—are 
the largest wasters along the food chain from farm to fork.  Even if we compost all of that, we still use a lot 
of water, land, energy, and labor to grow food we don’t eat.  No one wants to waste food, and each of us can 
do more to be wise with our food waste.  
 
Today, I can:   
· Take the time to meal plan for the week so that I only buy the ingredients I need and can use large         

portions for more than one meal in the week. 
· Make sure I store my food properly so it doesn’t spoil. 
· Keep track of what I have in the house before I go grocery shopping so I don’t accidentally buy something  

I already have.  
· Create an  “Eat First” section of my fridge so items don’t get pushed to the back and new items get used 

before old ones are eaten up. 
 
In the future, I plan to: 
· Consider eating less meat and converting to more plant-based foods. 
· Buy local produce where available and encourage growers to offer even produce that is not “perfect” and 

avoid throwing it away.  Check out farmer’s markets in my community for local, fresh foods. 
· Participate in a co-op or community supported agriculture (CSA) and get fresh produce. 
· Compost responsibly to avoid sending food waste to landfills; ask  my garbage hauler or city whether     

organics recycling pick-up is available or if there are drop-off sites in my neighborhood.  If organics   
recycling isn’t available, I can learn how to start. 

 
 
Verse: (Ezekiel 36:35)  And they shall say, This land that was desolate is become like a garden of Eden; 

and the waste and desolate and ruined cities are become fenced and are inhabited.   

Farmers 

         Market 

  
  On behalf of the family of Helen Bolter, we want to thank everyone for 
their cards and comforting messages.  We are truly blessed to be a part of 
the Fish Lake Lutheran Family. 
                          Barb & Dale Sauer, Annalise Schaaf, and Vicki Johnson 

 
   Coffee and Fellowship after Worship. We have missed you!!                          
It is so good to be back together again catching up and sharing coffee and 
treats.  Donations of regular coffee and decaf coffee are requested. Please drop 
off in the kitchen.  If you are willing to serve at Coffee Time please let Sharon 
Petit or another member of the committee know. 
 
                          Thank you,  

 

Please keep in your prayers the family of Barbara Renville who passed away May 

16th.  A graveside service will be held at Fish Lake Lutheran Cemetery at 11:00 on 

Tuesday, May 25th  

  

Get caught at Fish LakeVBS!!  
A REUNION OF Faith, Family and Fun  

August 2-5 

 

Food Shelves—Cambridge and Isanti! 

 

Reminder:  The 4th Sunday of each month the church collects food for the area food shelves.  

There will be a bucket at the entrance to place your donations. 

Thank you to Tom and Robin for delivering the donations to the food shelves.  

Open Invitation to my friends at Fish Lake Lutheran: 
 

Service of Holy Communion and Ordination of  
Teleen Marie Matala Saunders 
Saturday, June 19 at 3:00pm 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
700 Snelling Avenue South 
St. Paul, MN. 55116 
 

Covid protocols for the city of St. Paul are in place.  Please bring a mask. 
 

It is my honor to take this step in the presence the people who have called me into Word and 
Sacrament. 



 

 

 
Let us Pray for… 
Those in our midst fighting cancer: Beth, Barb, and        
Jordan. 
Our service men and women including: Sami & Tim 
Injured and ill:  Ronnie, Carol, Jean, Ruby, Dan,  Wanda, Judy 
Partner congregation – Wasa Congregation in Tanzania 
Those preparing for or recovering from surgery 
Those who are grieving  
 

If you are aware of someone who should be added or removed from the Prayer list, please call the church at 651-674-4252 or send an 
email to  office@fishlakelutheran.org.   

 

In Loving Memory  Helen “Sweetie” Bolter, (mother of Barb Sauer) 

Keep her family in your thoughts and prayers  
 

   A Message from Sister LaDonna  ……. 

A message from Sr. LaDonna… 

How has gratefulness been a part of your life over the last month?    Have you been able to be attentive to 

the many ways in which God is at work in your life?  Are you able to stop and notice the beauty around 

you – the bird’s song, the greening of the grass, the flowering trees, and the stars at night? 

There are many ways in which our spirits can be lifted, and our hearts expanded with gratitude.    But I 

have another idea to consider.   Is it possible for us to thank God for the trials in our life?   For those 

things that we would rather not have to deal with?  I am not suggesting that God puts bad things in our 

life, but that God is with us and cares for us even in the midst of the trials and heartaches of this life.  Can 

you look back on some of the most distressing moments of your life and think about the ways in which 

God might have been with you through the difficulty?    Is it possible for you to thank God for the bless-

ings and perhaps the lessons learned?   No one manages to go through life unscathed.  But God never 

abandons us. 

Isaiah 43:1-2 reads. 

 But now thus says the Lord, 

    he who created you, O Jacob, 

    he who formed you, O Israel: 

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 

    I have called you by name, you are mine. 
2 

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

    and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 

when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 

    and the flame shall not consume you. 

What does this promise mean to you?   How has God rescued you?   I would love to hear your stories.  You 
can connect with me at ladolson@msn.com.  

Wasa Quilt Raffle 

We will be selling raffle tickets for a quilt that will raise money for scholarships for students in 
our Wasa district in Tanzania. Primary school, which is through 6th grade, is provided free of 
charge for students in Tanzania. Secondary school, which is 7th through 12th grade, averages 
about $400.00 per year and it is up to each family to pay for their children’s education. We as a 
congregation have been supporting students in Wasa so they may continue their education. The 
quilt that is being raffled is made from fabrics purchased in Iringa, Tanzania. Tickets will be sold 
each Sunday after church in the fellowship hall beginning in June. The drawing will be held on 
August 8th. Tickets are $5.00 each or 3 tickets for $10.00. 

Faith and Hope Gathering 

     We are looking for people to volunteer their homes to host a  “Faith and Hope Gathering” for a 

small group with the pastor.  These  gatherings will be a time to get to know each other better and talk 

about our faith and hopes for Fish Lake Lutheran Church.  Please call Denise in the office if you are 

willing to host.  We will get back to you with more details.   

Prayer Requests 

One of the most fundamental roles of a congregation is to pray for each other.  If you have joys or         
concerns that you would like prayers for, please  contact Pastor Teleen.  Prayers may either be private 
or public.  Private prayers are handled discretely by the pastor or our prayer chain.  Public prayers are 
brought to the congregation and are shared in worship.  You are not alone.  God has promised to hear 
our prayers and comfort our hearts. 
 
 
 

“Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving. 
And pay your vows to the Most High. 
Call upon Me in the day of trouble; 
I shall rescue you, and you will honor Me.” 
Psalm 50:14-15 



 

 

 2021 FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP AT FISH LAKE LUTHERAN 

Date 
Actual  

Offering 

Budgeted 

Offering 
Percent 

Above/Below 
Budget 

April 25th  2,323.00 3,317.31 66% (1,194.31) 

May 2th 3,788.00 3,317.31 107% 270.88 

May 9th 2,887.00 3,317.31 82% (630.12) 

May 16th 1,840.00 3,317.31 52% (1,677.12) 

2021 YEAR TO DATE 60,545.80 66,825.28 91% (6,279.48) 

ALL who contributed to these funds in 2021: 

•     Cemetery Fund—$905.00  was given in support of maintaining our Cemetery grounds.   

•     Building Fund—$1,880.17 was given in support of maintaining our building and grounds.  

•  In Memory of Helen “Sweetie” Bolter donations towards the improvement of the Fellowship Hall by David 
Schaaf,  Sharon & Michael Sauer, Barb & Dale Sauer, Bonnie & Steve Mettling,  A donation towards the Sunday 
School program by Mike and Mary Kay Linder.  

       In Memory of  Barbara Renville by Sharon & Henry Bentz 

 

It is time to begin planting the church  

garden! 

Everyone is welcome to join the fun in the garden! 

Call Steve Mettling if you are interested, he can 

give you times/dates.  763-257-4695. 

 

All produce is donated to the Food shelves in 

North Branch and Cambridge.  

 

 

According to the Director of Food Equity & Access for Family Pathways, Fish Lake Lutheran Church 

donated 1,790 pounds of food last year.   

Reminders:  The 4th Sunday of each month is Food Shelf donation day.  There will be a barrel in the 

narthex to put you donations in. 

Also:  Individuals can donate to the food shelf from their own gardens in the name of Fish Lake  

Lutheran.  Last year 191 pounds was donated from members gardens.  

     

 

 

 

 

                         

 

                                                                             Mary and Mike Barnes 

 

 

 

 

                                                                             

 

 

     

 

 Nola Lofboom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       Marshall and Pastor Teleen Saunders 



 

 

 
 

 
May 6, 2021 Council Members:  Barb Sauer (President), Michelle Young, (Vice President),  

Kathy Lodin, (Treasurer), Rick Cedergren (Secretary) Kelli Klein, Candy McColley,  
Justin Ricke, Gaylen Yates, Nancy Hoffman, Isabella Linder (Youth Representative) 

 

Present: Barb Sauer, Kelli Klein, Candy McColley, Gaylen Yates, Michelle Young,  

Nancy Hoffman, Rick Cedergren 
 

Also Present: Rev. Teleen Saunders, LaDonna Olson 
 

Call to Order: Barb Sauer 

 Informational binders distributed to new council members. 
 

Opening Devotion & Prayer: Rev. Teleen Saunders 
 

Officer Elections: 

All offices were approved unanimously. 

Vice President – Michelle Young 

Secretary – Rick Cedergren 

Treasurer – Kathy Lodin* 

*approved by the members present to serve in the role pending acceptance of the 

nomination. 
 

Financial Reports: LaDonna Olson 

Budget Report – clarifying discussion to familiarize everyone with the account structures 

and purposes 

Motion to Accept – Gaylen; 2nd – Michelle 

Report approved unanimously 

Offering Count Process – there is a need to streamline the offering count to minimize     

envelope handling and data entry while maintaining process transparency and         

protection for those counting. 

Regular volunteer pairs to count and certify cash offerings after services utilizing a 

standard form created by Denise. A bank deposit bag (or similar) is needed. 

Regular volunteers needed on Mondays to open the mailed offering with Denise and 

possibly help with post office or bank runs. Several council members indicated 

they would be available until volunteers are lined up. 
 

Pastor Report: Rev. Teleen Saunders 

Name Tags are ordered and will be available soon to help reacquaint members after a long 

year apart and allow the pastor to greet everyone by name. The tags will be pinned to a 

bulletin board in the back of the church for reuse each week. 

Garbage service has been restored to weekly pick up. An effort will be made with the   

hauler to collect bins in the parking lot rather than on the street, where they pose po-

tential safety concerns. 

Church Storage 
Clean out of existing spaces continues, thanks to all those working on this project. Un-

needed items are available in the fellowship hall and will be donated in the coming 
weeks. 

Additional storage space is still needed, staff is exploring potential locations within the 
church where cabinets/shelving could be added without being intrusive. 

The council received a Thank You card from Pastor Keller 

Septic System Repair 

A tile in the septic drain field is broken 

Repair quote received in the amount of $1500 

Council unanimously approved the expenditure 
 

Committee Liaison Assignments: Barb Sauer 

Cemetery Board – Michelle Young 

Evangelical/Stewardship – TBD 

Committee needs to be reformed (possibly the Year of Renewal team could jump start it). 

Council will meet with synod rep (Barb to schedule) to review the new synod program 

“Liberating Structures for Mission” before further decisions. 

WELCA – Barb Sauer 

Worship & Music – Candy McColley 

Social Ministry – Rev. Teleen Saunders 

Property & Safety – Gaylen Yates 

Request update for new signage on Hwy 95 (Barb to contact Deb Robinson) 

New exterior signage indicating fellowship hall and office entrances 

Youth & Family – Rick Cedergren 
 

New Business 

Ordination & Installation 

Ordination on 6/19 at home congregation with limited capacity 

Installation at FLLC on 6/20 

Call Process for LaDonna Olson 

Hoping to submit paperwork with synod and schedule for 6/20 also 

Subcommittee (Barb, Kelli, Rick) to meet with LaDonna and review contract 

Sanctuary Seating and coffee 

Council agreed to continue the open seating for services in light of positive feedback, and 

maintaining the taped-off pews in the rear of the church 

Coffee hour fellowship will begin in the basement on 5/23; Kelli and Nancy volunteered to 

serve on 5/23, Barb will serve on 5/30. Refreshments will be served from the kitchen  

window to minimize handling, shared utensils, etc. Volunteer schedule needs to be        

arranged beyond May. 

Community Outreach 

Chamber of Commerce Membership 

North Branch (handout provided): Motion to approve – Rick; 2nd by Michelle; passed unanimously 

North 65: Nancy will follow up for more details 

ELCA Open Door Grant Application 

Supports ministries as we resume in-person worship and gatherings 

Motion to approve – Nancy; 2nd by Michelle; passed unanimously 

Faith & Hope Hosted Gathering 
Pastor seeking volunteers to host small home/backyard gatherings through the summer 
Lord’s Prayer Closing 

Adjourn: motion – Nancy; 2nd by Michelle 

Next Council Meeting is June 3, 2021 

Minutes submitted by:  Rick Cedergren 


