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Worship Service each Sunday  7:00 am 
ONLINE ONLY 

 
   2nd   Social Ministry Meeting 6:00 pm    
   3rd   WELCA Meeting 9:00 am 
   4th   Fish Lake Council Meeting 6:30 pm   
   5th   Card Club 1:00 pm 
  17th   Ash Wednesday  
   
  
Annual Meeting:  April 25th 2021 
 
 

The Church: Local and Global 

 

When we say the word “church” most of us immediately 
think of our local congregation. We think of the church 
building where we gather for worship, study and               
fellowship.  If someone asked you, “what church do you 
belong to?” you would probably answer “Fish Lake     
Lutheran Church in Stark, MN”  Your answer would be 
correct, but I want to suggest that the answer is only 
partially correct.  

There is a part of Fish Lake Lutheran’s constitution, 
though rarely quoted, points towards the larger, more 
complete answer to what is the church.  

Chapter 3. 

NATURE OF THE CHURCH 

C3.02 The Church exists both as an inclusive 
fellowship and as local congregations gathered 
for worship and Christian service. Congregations 
find their fulfillment in the universal community 
of the Church, and the universal Church exists in 
and through congregations. The Evangelical    
Lutheran Church in America, therefore, derives 
its character and powers both from the sanction 
and representation of its congregations and from 
its inherent nature as an expression of the broad-
er fellowship of the faithful. 

 

The church is both the local assembly called Fish Lake 
Lutheran Church AND the church is the people of God 
scattered all around the world.  As God’s children we 
need both – the local expression where we know each 
other’s names and faces – but also the broader and     
diverse assembly of Christians that St. Paul called the 
Body of Christ.  We confess this truth in the Apostle’s 
Creed when we say we believe in “the holy, catholic 
church, the communion of saints.”  The word “catholic” 
means universal – the church dispersed all around the 
globe.   

I remind you of this larger and broader meaning of 
church as Fish Lake prepares to call a new pastor.  This 
pastor is not “called” to just serve Fish Lake Lutheran 
Church.  He or she has also been called to serve the 
“holy catholic church.”  Such service can be seen in    
various ways.  The pastor will be involved in the local 
community with other churches, Lutheran and non-
Lutheran.  The pastor will be involved in the Saint Paul 
Area Synod and with our sister synod, the Iringa Diocese 

in Tanzania.  This broader service is a critical and life-
giving dimension of ordained ministry.  

This broader understanding of church is deeply Biblical.   
In the early church, Paul started new congregations in 
various cities and towns of the Roman Empire.  In his 
letters to these churches (which are now the Epistles in 
the New Testament), Paul often reminded the congrega-
tions to greet and pray for one another and to financially 
support each other because they were all part of the 
Body of Christ.   

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of 
you is a part of it. (1 Corinthians 12:26) 

Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the 
churches of Christ greet you. (Roman 16:16) 

I encourage you to reflect on your own multiple connec-
tions to the global Body of Christ. Perhaps you have vis-
ited one of the great cathedrals of Europe or have gone 
on a mission trip to a different subculture in America. 
Perhaps you have read a biography of the German 
monk, Martin Luther, or sung a new hymn from Africa.  
You are not only a member of Fish Lake Lutheran 
Church but you are a critical part of the vast and        
beautiful family of God called the church.    

Interim Pastor John Keller 

February 2021 

Annual Meeting Delayed until Sunday,  

April 25th 

See article inside for more information! 

    

 

May the Lord make your love     

increase and overflow for each   

other and for everyone else. 

1 Thessalonians 3:12 
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Congregation Annual Meeting  
delayed to Sunday, April 25 

 
The Fish Lake Lutheran Church's bylaws state that the    
annual meeting is to take place on the fourth Sunday in          
January.  However the bylaws also has the following       
provision: " In the event the Annual Meeting cannot be held 
as provided herein, a special meeting designated as 
the Annual Meeting may be called as provided by the     
constitution in Chapter 10.02."   At the church council meeting on December 3rd, 2020, 
the church council discerned that due to the continuing pandemic restrictions on social 
gatherings, the Annual Meeting would be delayed until Sunday, April 25.  It also          
determined that all annual reports would have a new submission deadline of January 31, 
2021, and that all financial spending would remain the same until a new budget can be 
passed at the April 25 Annual Meeting.  If you have any questions regarding the delay, 
please contact either Council President Steve Mettling or Interim Pastor John Keller.  

Our monthly WELCA meeting was held on Wednesday, January 6, 2021.  We met inside and all wore 
masks and made certain to social distance. 
  
   1. The Secretary’s minutes were approved and accepted, as written.  
 
   2. The Treasurer’s report was read and approved.  The opening balance was $2,424.90; income           
was $90.00; expenses were $1,345.83, leaving a balance of $1,169.07.  Our savings account totals 
$2,804.53.  Briefly discussed our financial status looking at possible places where we could make some 
changes to our usual donations. 
 
   3. Social Secretary:  Kathy reported that she will be sending out Valentine cards.  
 
   4. Old Business: 
     a. WELCA Sunday:  Coffee time has been cancelled until further notice.  While we are not having in per-
son worship, Denise and Tom/Robin will check if any food shelf donations need to be delivered.  Denise 
will call us if they need delivery help.  
 
     b. Quilt Needs:  All required and necessary quilts were reviewed and status of completion brought up to 
date.  Continued to work on lap quilts as well as children’s quilts for the South    Minneapolis Children’s 
Shelter; 6 quilts have been delivered.   
  
     c.  Service and Mission Update: 

Kitchen Updates:  Tabled. 
Block of the Month:  In person meetings have been cancelled.  Looking at possible Zoom 
meetings for show and tell.  Barb has sent out to the members patterns for January 
 
d. Red fabric for the confirmation stoles has been purchased 

 
       e. Mary Kay will contact Walker Methodist Lavende Assisted Living to find out their needs for the lap 
quilts. 
 
       f. Bundles of Love:  Tabled. 
 
      g.  Briefly discussed donating to the Synod WELCA.  
 
   5.   New Business: 
     a. The WELCA Annual Report was distributed and discussed.  The report has been submitted to the 
office with a change. 
 
     b. A donation of fleece was made and will be used when making blankets. 
 
     c. Food Shelf donations:  We discussed a way to offset the lack of money we normally receive when 
serving coffee following church services on WELCA Sunday.  It was decided as a group to make a free will 
offering every month we meet.  
 
     d. Briefly discussed coming up with a way to track all the quilts we donate; develop a chart that can be 
maintained as to who and where the quilts go. 

  
   6. Our next meeting will be held on February 3rd.  Until further notice, we will begin our day with the 
meeting at 9:00 am followed by any work on quilts that need to be done, closing with the Lord’s Prayer at 
12:00 pm.  We will continue to be diligent in social distancing and wearing masks.  Any woman, friend, or 
member of Fish Lake Lutheran is welcome to all or any part of our day. 
  
Respectfully submitted, Mary Kay Linder 

                       Meet the New Executive Director 

Thank you for your support as we searched for the perfect person to 
lead Family Pathways. 

The Board of Directors of Family Pathways is pleased to announce that Tony Buttacavoli has been 
selected as Family Pathways’ new Executive Director, effective January 4

th
, 2021. Tony succeeds 

interim Executive Director Rich Smith. We are excited to begin this new chapter with Tony at the 
helm and we invite you to join us in welcoming him to Family Pathways!  

Tony comes to Family Pathways from the health and safety field where he has worked for the past 
20 years, most recently as director for Isanti County Public Health. Prior to that, Tony served the 
county as Emergency Preparedness and Special Projects Coordinator where he led various health 
and safety initiatives at the local and regional level. He is an active community leader, serving on 
many boards and committees committed to improving people's health and safety. He has a long 
record of public service, including work for Ramsey, Morrison, and Mille Lacs counties.  

 

 
As a public health director, Tony collaborated 

with many community and non-profit agencies 

including Family Pathways, Lakes and Pines 

Community Action Council, Children Dental 

Services, Red Cross, Salvation Army, Rotary 

Clubs, etc. . He also developed a strong      

history working with organizations in industries 

including healthcare, long-term care,           

education, first responders, and with local 

businesses.   

"I have a strong passion to serve and help     

others which comes not only from my            

professional and educational background but 

personal lived experiences as well.  Family 

Pathways Mission and Vision speak to me and 

motivate me!" -   Tony Buttacavoli   
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 Care of Creation Work Group  
 
The Saint Paul Area Synod has an active Care of Creation work group. The Care of Creation work group believes that we are called to care for 
God's creation as a central part of our Christian faith and identity. The group was established in 2018 to: 

• explore life-giving ideas 

• share best practices within our synod, the larger church and the community 

• become part of the public and teaching voice of the church 
 

Topic:  Reuse and Repair 
     When Earth was created, God entrusted us as its stewards and calls us to care for it and each other in all of our actions.  When we make 
environmentally-wise choices we are celebrating and respecting creation, giving thanks to Earth’s  abundant  resources, and being good 
stewards with what we’re given.  Being good stewards means not being wasteful with the resources it takes to make the products we buy and 
use everyday.  One of the easiest ways we can do that is to reuse and   repair items like clothing or small appliances to extend their useful life.  
Did you know? Extending the life of an item of clothing cuts the  carbon, water, and waste footprint of that item by 20 to 30 percent. 
 
     Not only are you protecting God’s bounty of natural resources, you can save money by not having to  purchase new items.  And if you have 
some specialized repair skills, you can help others as well.  
 
Today, I can:   

• Put together a small sewing kit to make minor repairs to garment hems, lost buttons, or small holes. 

• Find some online resources for repairing items, such as https://www.ifixit.com/. 

• Purchase reusable replacements for disposable items I use regularly, such as cloth napkins, mesh produce bags, fabric or silicone 
snack bags, and glass food storage containers. 

• Save glass jars and other containers to reuse in the bulk section of my grocery store on my next shopping trip.   
 
In the future, I plan to: 

• Look up repair practices of companies before I purchase an item.  For example, some shoe companies will re-sole or provide other 
repairs for a fraction of the cost of a new pair of shoes.  

•  Bring small appliances that stop working to a repair shop instead of throwing them away and replacing them.   Some counties or 
organizations host fix-it clinics where volunteers will fix the items for free or a small donation. 

• Learn how to make common repairs to clothing like changing hems, replacing buttons or darning.  
  
Verse: Psalm 104:30  When  you send forth your spirit, they are created; and you renew the face of the ground. 
  

 

 

Opportunities are available for you to serve your church! 

The Nominating Committee is looking for candidates to run for positions 

which will be voted on at the upcoming 2021 annual meeting (April 25th) 

      We need up to six Council members, including a youth representative --

  which is an interesting, sometimes challenging,  often fun position. 

      There are two openings on the Nominating Committee, as well as a need for a new Head Usher. 

      Our church is blessed with an abundance of talent, and now is your 

chance to step up and let your light shine! 

We are ready and waiting to share any additional details with you.   

Thank you! 

Please contact:      Shelly Lustig  612-562-2850                                                       

                                   Connie Smegal  763-689-9396 

News from the Call Committee:   

Call committee members are Rick Cedergren, Bill Young, Clay Wilkiing,   

Elizabeth Huslid,  Mary Kay Linder and Barb Sauer as vice president of the 

council.  

 

The Call Committee has been continuing its work to find Fish Lake              
Lutheran's next pastor.  As of January 15th, we have already interviewed one candidate and will be 
interviewing  two the following week.  The first interview went very well.  Based on the                 
information that we have on the other two candidates, we are anticipating very productive          
exchanges with them, too.  The first interviews are being conducted on "Zoom."  We are planning 
on doing the second interviews in person.  We are not quite sure how this will be done.  However, 
in talking to each of the candidates, we are all sure that together we can figure out an in person 
meeting that will be both safe for all involved and help us get to know the candidates more           
intimately than over a computer screen. 

Scottish Shortbread Cookies 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Directions 

• Preheat oven to 325°. Cream butter and brown sugar until light and fluffy, 5-7 minutes. Add 3-3/4 cups flour; mix 
well. Turn dough onto a floured surface; knead for 5 minutes, adding enough remaining flour to form a soft dough. 
Roll to 1/2-in. thickness. Cut into 3x1-in. strips. Place 1 in. apart on ungreased baking sheets. Prick with fork. Bake 
until cookies are lightly browned, 20-25 minutes. Cool.                       
 

Scottish Shortbread Tips 
Are shortbread and butter cookies the same? 
While both have a higher proportion of butter in their recipes, butter cookies contain more sugar and flour, are 
baked at a higher temperature and tend to hold their shape when baked. Shortbread typically has a higher ratio 
of butter to flour, is baked at a lower temperature and has a dry, crumbly melt-in-your-mouth quality. Learn 
more about the difference between shortbread and butter cookies. 
Should I chill my shortbread dough? 
Chilling the dough is our #1 secret to making the best shortbread! Chilling allows the dough to rest and hydrate. 
It also firms up the butter, making the dough easy to slice into rectangles prior to baking. We recommend 
chilling the dough in the fridge for 20 to 30 minutes. 
Why do you poke holes in shortbread? 
As the shortbread bakes, the butter in the dough melts and releases steam. To keep the shortbread from     
puffing up in the oven (and retain its dense texture), holes are poked into the dough prior to baking to allow the 
steam to escape. 
What's the difference between Scottish shortbread and regular shortbread? 
Historically, Scottish shortbread only varied from traditional shortbread in that it was originally made with      
remnants of bread dough, oatmeal and yeast, resulting in a dry, biscuit-like cookie. Over the centuries, the     
recipe has evolved into the much tastier, buttery treat we know it to be today. Scottish shortbread should not be 
confused with Scottish cookies, which contain butter and shortening and are not as crumbly as shortbread.   
Nutrition Facts 
1 cookie: 123 calories, 8g fat (5g saturated fat), 20mg cholesterol, 62mg sodium, 12g carbohydrate (5g sugars, 
0 fiber), 1g protein. 
 
*Find the recipe later in this edition!                                                                          Recipe from Taste of Home 

• 2 cups butter, softened 

• 1 cup packed brown sugar 

• 4 to 4-1/2 cups all-purpose flour 

https://amzn.to/2LlenxW
https://www.tasteofhome.com/collection/best-butter-cookie-recipes/
https://www.tasteofhome.com/article/shortbread-butter-cookies-and-sugar-cookies-whats-the-difference/
https://www.tasteofhome.com/article/shortbread-butter-cookies-and-sugar-cookies-whats-the-difference/
https://www.tasteofhome.com/article/how-to-make-the-best-shortbread/


 

 

Let us Pray for… 

Those in our midst fighting cancer: Beth, Barb, and Jordan. 

Our service men and women including: Sami and Tim 

Injured and ill:  Ronnie, Carol, Jean, Ruby, Dan,  Wanda, Judy 

Partner congregation – Wasa Congregation in Tanzania 

Those preparing for or recovering from surgery 

Those who are grieving  
 

If you are aware of someone who should be added or removed from the Prayer list, please call the church at 651-674-4252 or send an 
email to  office@fishlakelutheran.org.   

   A Message from Sister LaDonna  ……. 

If you remember from last month’s message, I had decided to choose a word for the year and my word 

was gratitude.  So as of the day I am writing this I have spent 15 days in my year of gratitude.  I have even 

decided that part of my year of gratitude will be noticing the small things that make me grateful and  

writing a small bit about it.   I suppose you could call what I write a poem of sorts although I cannot 

claim to be a poet.  So far I have written about the scrapbooking mess on my kitchen table as I put        

together a scrapbook of my Deaconess memories.   I have written about the awesome frost on the trees 

that happened every day for a week.  I have written about the birds in the birdfeeder, the joy of seeing my 

granddaughter explore her world.    I haven’t made this a practice that I have to do every day, but I do 

find that it is a fun way to pay attention and see the incredible beauty of this world. 

What about you?   In what ways can you or have you noticed simple joys in your life?   Is there a way to 

be intentional about noticing?   Even a single word can identify something you are grateful for. 

I remember a number of years ago we used to end each worship service at Fish Lake Lutheran with the 

song, This is the Day.  It was a simple song that everyone knew, especially the children.  I could hear so 

many jubilant voices singing as if putting an exclamation point at the end of the worship service.  It was a 

wonderful way of sending everyone out into the world with hope and joy.   Perhaps this is a way that you 

could bring gratefulness into your day.   

This is the day, this is the day 

that the Lord has made, that the Lord has made. 

We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

This is the day that the Lord has made. 

We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made. 

I would love to hear about your experience with gratefulness and if you have a story or writing to share I 

would be happy to include it in next month’s message for this year of gratefulness.   ladolson@msn.com 

 

Social Ministry  

The January 5th meeting of the Social Ministry Committee 
was held by Zoom.  Mark and Cindy Blesener, LaDonna Ol-
son, Pastor Keller, Sharon and Noel Petit attended.  
 
The following topics were discussed: Ideas for activities to 
do online until we can do things in-person, other ways to 
raise money for Africa Scholarship, and when to have the 
second  Africa dinner and quilt raffle. 
 
A Spring Fair for the fellowship of the congregation. Pastor brought the idea to the council and it was sug-
gested that the Spring Fair take place on Sunday, April 25th  following the Annual Congregational Meeting. 
Instead of the usual potluck.   Food Trucks have been suggested.  In the next couple of months the committee 
will be talking with various groups in the congregation to organize fun     activities for all ages. More infor-
mation to come. 
 
Blessings, 
Sharon Petit and the Social Ministry Committee 

Here is one example of my daily writing: 

I spotted a rabbit just outside my window 

She nuzzled her nose deep into the snow 

looking for a morsel to eat. 

Always alert, aware 

Did she know I was watching her? 

Did she care? 

Or 

Two fingers are sore where the needle pierced 

the skin. 

Tiny stitches form the design for my quilted    

wall hanging 

Memories of my mom warm my heart. 

You shine like stars   
IN THE UNIVERSE 

AS YOU HOLD OUT 

the word of life 
PHILIPPIANS 2:15, 16 

 

Melvin Colliander passed away Sunday, January 17th.   

He was living in Surprise, Arizona.  

mailto:ladolson@msn.com


 

 

 2020 FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP AT FISH LAKE LUTHERAN 

Date 
Actual  

Offering 

Budgeted 

Offering 
Percent Above/Below Budget 

2020 YEAR TO DATE 172,501.03 172,500.12 102% .91 

January 3rd & 10th 3,366.00 6,632.62 51% (3,266.62) 

January 17th 1,845.00 3,317.31 56% (1,472.31) 

January 24th 2,293.00 3,317.31 69% (1,024..31) 

2021 YEAR TO DATE 7,504.00 13,269.24 57% 5,765.24 

ALL who contributed to these funds in 2020: 

•Cemetery Fund—$6,800 year to date  

A donation in Memory of Herman Fenner from Candy and Harley Twingstrom.    

A  donation from Arlene Burda’s daughter’s coworkers in Washington.  “From your brothers and Sisters from 

Local 2084SC.” 

•Building Fund—$$3,008.00 year to date  

•Memorial Fund—In memory of Arlene Burda from  Deloris and Terry Olson  

 and in memory of Herman Fenner from John & Betty Rystrom, Joyce Oium, Mary & Delmore Johnson,       

Albert & Dolores Retzer, Alice & Yale Sherman, Linnea Jensen, Virginia  Aasmundrud 

Winter has arrived! 
Some of our older members have trouble shoveling out after 
the large snow storms we get here through the winter.  If you 
would be willing to help shoveling for some of our members through 
the winter months, please call the office and we will share your name 
with those who might be in need of help.  Or, if you would like help 
with snow removal this season, you can call the office as well. 

ALL who contributed to these funds in 2021: 

• Cemetery Fund—$100.00  was given in support of maintaining our Cemetery grounds. ($100.00 year to 

date).      

• Building Fund—$ 1010.00  was given in support of maintaining our building and grounds. ($1010.00 

year to date)      

Worship Announcements 

Drive-up Communion on Sunday, February 7. 

Worship Services will continue to be on-line through      

February and March, using Facebook and YouTube.  In    

addition, Interim Pastor John Keller will provide Drive-up 

Holy Communion in the Parking Lot of Fish Lake Lutheran 

on Sundays, February 7 and March 7 between 10-11 am.   

Participants are encouraged to worship on-line prior to driving to church.  At church they will remain in 

their vehicle and Pastor John will provide you with wafer and wine/grape juice and with a short prayer.  

You can also pick up your offering envelopes at this time. 

Ash Wednesday and Lent 

Ash Wednesday is Wednesday, February 17.   A short on-line worship will be provided on Facebook and 

YouTube.   Pastor John will provide the imposition of ashes in the church parking lot from 5-6pm.    

Participants are to remain in their vehicles and to use the on-line worship before or after the imposition 

of ashes.  

Mid-week Lenten ZOOM Prayer, Study and Coffee Hour 

During Lent, Pastor John and Sister LaDonna will provide a special informal prayer and study time on 

Zoom, an interactive on-line video conference software that many churches, businesses and individuals 

are using.  You do NOT need to have a computer to participate.  You can call into the meeting on a 

standard land-line (though long-distance rates could be incurred) using the special meeting code and 

password. Phone calls will have audio only but computers/smart phones have both audio and video 

links. 

The Zoom meeting will be from 6:30 -7:30 on Wednesday, February 24, March 3, 10, 17, 

24 and will have two parts. The first half will be a time of prayer and study on the topics listed below – 

this half will be recorded and posted on-line for those who are not able to attend on Wednesday.  The 

second half will be a virtual “Coffee-Hour” where participants can check in with each other. If the        

attendance is larger than ten we will use special “break-out rooms” which will allow smaller group    

conversations. 

You will need to register at fishlakeluthean.org to receive the link for the Zoom invite    

information.  If you plan to call in you will need to call the church office to receive the phone # and 

meeting #.  A practice Zoom session will be offered on Tuesday, February 23 at 6:30 so people can    

practice. 

The topics for the Prayer and Study will be different spiritual practices to use in your    

daily life.  The practice will be explained and practiced during the Zoom meeting.  You will be            

encouraged to repeat the practice daily through the week and we can report back on how the practice 

went for you. 

Feb. 24  Pastor John Keller: The practice of Gratitude and a Gratitude Journal. 

March 3  Sister LaDonna Olson:  Lectio Divina (sacred reading)     

March 10  Pastor John Keller:  The practice of imaginative meditation – Entering God’s Story 

March 17  Sister LaDonna Olson:  Examen of Conscience (noticing) 

The Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; he will lead them to 

springs of living water. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes. 

Revelation 7:17 



 

 

 

 

January 7, 2020 Council Members:  Steve, Mettling, Kathy Lodin, Galen Yates, Justin Ricke, Kelli Klein,           

Candy McColley, Barb Sauer, Clay Wilking, Interim Pastor John Keller. 

GUEST:  LaDonna Olson 

OPEN WITH PRAYER : PASTOR JOHN  

DEVOTIONS-STEVE, Candy will lead us in February 

 

FINANCIAL REPORTS: LADONNA  Reviewed the December Financial Report.  Approved as written.  

LaDonna also presented a draft of our 2021 Budget.  Some suggestions were made, she will update for our 

next meeting.    Shalom Funds were reviewed:  Pastor John said he has one request pending.  Discussion 

to contact Propane Gas Companies to see what if any assistance program they provide.  Barb will do this 

on behalf of the Council.                                                                                                                                                                                          

PASTOR REPORT;  Tool Kit for Congregational Leaders Saturday, Feb. 27 - 9-11:45 a.m. | 

Online 

Last week, we announced that Dr. Michael Osterholm will be our keynote speaker for a reformatted Tool 

Kit for Congregational Leaders in 2021. This event will be held on Zoom for council and committee mem-

bers, staff, volunteers or others who are interested in what makes churches tick. There's no cost to attend 

and registration will open on Jan. 11. 

Besides the keynote, the event also includes a time slot for a variety of workshops that appeal to many   

aspects of a faith community. Here's a spotlight on one of our planned workshops that can be found here: 

https://spas-elca.org/events/tool-kit-congregational-leaders/ 

     1.Worship services 
a. Online worship continues with Face Book live and YouTube video 

1.  Appreciate special music contributions: Huselids, Kroschel, Sister LaDonna 
2. Recommend technical resources (camera, sound system, computer) for future on-line 

worship. 
b. 4 Midweek Advent Worship on Wednesday evening with crafts 
c. Outdoor Christmas Eve Worship was postponed until Christmas Day due to weather. 

                        i. Thanks to Steve Mettling, Dennis Lodin and Noel Petit 
                       ii. Light attendance: 8? Cars.  Only one person stood outside.  No families with children. 

d. RECOMMENDATION:  that the council discuss and vote NOT to reopen in-person worship 
before Easter Sunday, April 4th.  I recommend this because the constant uncertainty of 
whether or not to reopen cause more stress and anxiety for people. 

      This was approved by Council  
2. Offering Envelopes: How to best distribute them?  Decided to ask those picking up  envelopes to 

help deliver to those who are not able to come to the church building.  Also, we are asking that each 
member consider giving the initial offering of $3.00 to defray the cost of envelopes.   

       3. Pastoral Care: 
      a. Home communion – Tom and Evie Janssen 
      b. Cemetery Funeral for Arlene Burda, Dec. 12 

  4. Psalm Break with local pastors, Wednesday at noon on Facebook Live continues. 
 

AUDIT: KATHY LODIN:  LaDonna reported that the first three quarters have been audited.  The fourth 

quarter will be completed shortly.  

 

PROPERTY /SAFETY COMMITTEE : GAYLEN YATES / JUSTIN RICKE / STEVE METTLING 

– 

SIDING AND ROOF REPAIRS BY COLUMBUS EXTERIORS:  These repairs will be done first 

thing in the spring.   Steve contacted this company and have been assured the quoted price will remain the 

same. 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY - PASTOR JOHN:  A Fund Raising Spring Fair is in the planning phase.  It was          

suggested this be held following our Annual Meeting.  Pastor John will review with the Social Ministry Commit-

tee and update the plans at our Feb. Council Meeting.   

 

WELCA - BARB SAUER:  Extra sewing days are being established to help us complete our sewing work.  Asked 

if there are plans for a Pot Luck following the Annual Meeting.  These plans may be addressed with the Social 

Ministry Committee.  
 

CALL COMMITTEE PROGRESS REPORT- BARB SAUER  

Interviews starting this week, should be done with first interviews by the end of January. 

Visitor Information about Fish Lake Lutheran have been mailed to each Candidate. 

Reviewed our Background Checks with the Council.  The Call Committee will check further with Synod. 

OLD BUSINESS - PPP LOAN DETAILS /MJR SECURITY UPDATE/LADONNA'S CALL  

-PPP Loan approved.   Security Sensor repaired.  LaDonna’s Call will be addressed when we Call a Pastor 

 

NEW BUSINESS: DISCUSS ANNUAL MEETING  PROCEDURES / CHURCH LAND RENTAL 

(JASON SABAR)   

Tom Lofboom will not be farming the church land next year.  Jason Sabar has asked to plant Alfalfa/Clover.  

This was approved by Council. 

 

AFFIRMATIONS:  The Huslid Family for their contribution to our Sunday Worship Service; Dennis Lodin for 

his assistance with the Christmas Tree set up and Snow Removal from Patio; Sharon Petit for her Budget Report 

for WELCA.  We were able to make decisions for use of our funds during the Holidays with her Dec. Report.   

Noel Petit for his ongoing work on our Web Page and Tech Support.  Steve Mettling for his monthly work to 

meet the various needs of our Property & Building.  Noel for shoveling the handicap parking area by the        

basement door.  

 

CLOSE WITH THE LORD'S PRAYER   

NEXT MEETING:  Feb. 4, 2021. 

Respectfully Submitted:  Barb Sauer 

Surely God is my help; the Lord is the one 

who sustains me.   

                Psalms 54:4 

Encourage and strengthen him, for he will 

lead this people 

Deuteronomy 3:28 

https://spas-elca.org/events/tool-kit-congregational-leaders/

