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Worship Service each Sunday  7:00 am 
ONLINE ONLY 

   5th   Social Ministry Meeting 6:00 pm    
   6th   WELCA Meeting 9:00 am 
   7th   Fish Lake Council Meeting 6:30 pm   
   8th  Card Club 1:00 pm 
  16th  Block of the month 8:30 am 
 20th  Book Club 12:30 pm 

* 2021 Envelopes have just arrived and will be        
available soon.  

Annual Meeting:  April 25th, 2021 
 

Fresh Start 

I confess that I often live on autopilot. Before the        
pandemic, I would wake at the usual time of 6:30 am.  I 
would do a short routine of stretches and yoga poses to 
help with some of the aches and pains of an aging body.  
I would read my morning devotion and do twenty 
minutes of centering prayer. Afterwards, I heat my milk 
in the microwave in the same cup and pour in the same 
amount of instant coffee and creamer. And the day rolls 
on. 

Autopilot is not all bad, especially when one can build 
healthy routines into one’s life.  I do believe twenty 
minutes being with God first thing in the morning is 
much healthier than twenty minutes spent reading the 
news.   But the danger of autopilot is that I can take the 
routine for granted and miss out on the surprises and 
joys, pain and sorrows, that can come with a fresh start.  

I have discovered that I often use autopilot with people 
as well. Before the pandemic when I greeted someone at 
church or my small group, I exchanged the same daily 
pleasantries, expecting the same answers. ”Hi, how are 
you? “ “Fine, how are you?”  Or when I went grocery 
shopping I would buy the same items and get upset 
when my local grocery store moved items to different 
aisles.  I was comfortable with “sleepwalking” through 
the routines of life. 

So when the pandemic restrictions were enacted, I was 
pushed out of my daily routines and often resented the 
need to “wake up.”  Did I remember to bring my mask?  
Why can’t I see my grandkids twice a week?  Does      
everything have to be on Zoom?  My neighborhood walk 
can be so boring! 

But the “rude awakening” of the pandemic has also     
revealed the potential wonder of seeing things with fresh 
eyes and a new start.  Had I noticed the beauty of a 
neighbor’s garden?  Or the simple joy of tasting coffee in 
the morning?   Or the pain and suffering of loneliness 
and isolation that many are experiencing?   

I remember clearly the first Sunday I arrived at Fish 
Lake nearly one year ago.  My eyes, my mind, my soul 
were wide open for discovery.  I was anxious to learn 
who you all were and what made Fish Lake special.  But 
within a couple of months my eyes and mind began to 
drift towards “sleep” as events became more “routine.”  
Then Covid-19 hit and we all had to awaken to a new  
reality. 

Perhaps the rude awakening of the pandemic can be 
seen as the opportunity to “wake up” to the reality of 
God.  To both the suffering that is part of human life as 

well as the joy of experiencing life as God’s child. I call 
this idea” A Fresh Start.”  It comes from Eugene           
Peterson’s translation of a familiar verse: 2 Corinthians 
5:17. 

The familiar NRSV translation is: So if anyone is in 
Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has 
passed away; see, everything has become new! 

Eugene Peterson’s The Message is: Now we look inside, 
and what we see is that anyone united with the Messiah 
gets a fresh start, is created new. The old life is gone; a 
new life burgeons! Look at it! 

Morning Yoga and resting in the silence of Centering 
Prayer has helped me focus on a fresh start. Part of the 
fresh start has been using morning yoga as a form of 
meditation to open my mind, body and spirit.   Like a 
young child exploring the world, I seek to see a new   
creation. In Christ I am a new creation, with a new mind 
and new eyes and ears to experience God’s world.  I want 
to embrace Peterson’s admonition, “Look at it!”  The  
beginning of a new year is an excellent time to embrace 
the practice of a fresh start.  

John Kabat-Zinn in his book, Full Catastrophe       
Living describes this as beginner’s mind. He writes, 

The next time you see somebody who is familiar to you, 
ask yourself if you are seeing this person with fresh 
eyes as he or she really is, or if you are only seeing the 
reflection of your own thoughts about the person, and 
your feelings as well. Try it with your children, your 
spouse, friends, co-workers, and even with your dog or 
cat if you have one. Try it with problems when they 
arise. Try it when you are outdoors in nature. Are you 
able to see the sky, the stars, the trees, the water, and 
the rocks as they are right now, with a clear and un-
cluttered mind? Or are you actually seeing them only 
through the veil of your own thoughts, opinions, and 
emotions. (Fully Catastrophe Living, 2013, p. 24). 

Approaching each day, each moment, each encounter as 
a Fresh Start is challenging. I often slip back into autopi-
lot thinking and reacting. Yet each time I recognize my 
slipping, I have the opportunity to turn back to God and 
embrace a Fresh Start.  Thanks be to God! 

Lord Jesus, open my eyes to see you new each day. 

January 2021 

Annual Meeting Delayed until Sunday,  

April 25th 

See article inside for more information! 
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Behinds the Scenes at Sunday Worship  

Who says Fish Lake is not 

high tech! 

The Blue tape  and notes on the 
pews are to ensure social        
distancing when the  
congregation was able to have 
indoor worship. 

The notes on the pews…. 
 Glad you are here but keep looking for your seat 
 Jesus, the good Shepherd is leading you to another 

seat 
 The still waters are not in this pew 

 Seek and you shall find another place to sit 
 Peaceful green pastures are nearby,  so keep look-

ing for your seat 
 God loves you, but you still cannot sit here.  

Congregation Annual Meeting delayed to Sunday, April 24 
 

The Fish Lake Lutheran Church's bylaws state that the annual meeting is to take place on the fourth 
Sunday in January.  However the bylaws also has the following provision: " In the event 
the Annual Meeting cannot be held as provided herein, a special meeting designated as 
the Annual Meeting may be called as provided by the constitution in Chapter 10.02."   At the church 
council meeting on December 3rd, 2020, the church council discerned that due to the continuing 
pandemic restrictions on social gatherings, the Annual Meeting would be delayed until Sunday,  
April 24.  It also determined that all annual reports would have a new submission deadline of      
January 31, 2021, and that all financial spending would remain the same until a new budget can be 
passed at the April 24 Annual Meeting.  If you have any questions regarding the delay, please    
contact either Council President Steve Mettling or Interim Pastor John Keller.  

December 2020 WELCA Minutes 

Our monthly WELCA meeting was held on 
Wednesday, December 2, 2020.  We met inside 
and all wore masks and made certain to social 
distance. 

    1. The Secretary’s minutes were approved and 
accepted, as written.  Thank you notes were                
received and read. 
 

     2. The Treasurer’s report was read and        
approved.  The opening balance was $3,256.99; 
income was $105.00; expenses were $937.09, 
leaving a balance of $2,424.90.  Our savings   
account totals $2,804.41.  Sharon passed out a 
ledger of our financial status along with a listing 
of past donations in support of our church and 
community.  Since we have been unable to make 
any profit from our usual fund raising events, 
we are looking at where we will need to consider 
cutting back.  This discussion will continue next 
month. 
 

      3. Social Secretary:  Kathy reported that she 
will be sending out Christmas cards.  
 

      4. Old Business: 

 a. WELCA Sunday:  Coffee time has been 
cancelled until further notice.  While we 
are not having in person worship, Denise 
and Tom/Robin will check if any food 
shelf donations need to be                       
delivered.  Denise will call us if they need 
delivery help.  Sharon Petit is the           
volunteer for December.  We updated the 
coffee serving schedule for 2021. 

b. Quilt Needs:  All required and neces-
sary quilts were reviewed and status of 
completion brought up to date.  Contin-
ued to work on mission quilts.  Nancy 
met with the Warner’s to donate six    
mission quilts to their church’s social 
ministry group.  

c. Service and Mission Update: 

Kitchen Updates:  Julie has purchased 
Styrofoam  cups with lids. 

Block of the Month:  In person meetings 
have been cancelled for November and                   
December.  Looking at possible Zoom 
meetings for show and tell.  Barb has sent 

out to the members  the fabric and       
patterns for those months. 

d. Three weighted blankets were          
purchased and forwarded to the Fairview 
Hospice program. 

             e. Red fabric needs to be purchased for      
 next year’s confirmation stoles. 

             f. Bundles of Love:  Items have been 
 brought in that were donated to this 
 cause. 

 

     5. New Business: 

a. The three quilts that were selected for 
sale on eBay were appraised.  The next 
step in this process has been tabled until 
early next year.  We had a brief discus-
sion on whether we will be able to get   
anywhere near the appraised value of 
these quilts. 

b. South Minneapolis Children’s         
Shelter:  We are continuing making    
children’s quilts for this mission.  We 
have already received several quilts and 
pillow cases that were donated from the 
Block of the Month ladies. 

c. We received a request to make lap 
quilts for the Walker Methodist Lavande 
Assisted Living in Cambridge.  Several 
pieces of fabric were selected and given 
out to start this process.  I will notify the 
Director that we will be donating these 
quilts when they are finished.  
  

Our next meeting will be held on January 
6th.  Until further notice, we will begin 
our day with the meeting at 9:00 am    
followed by any work on quilts that need 
to be done, closing with the Lord’s Prayer 
at 12:00 pm.  We will continue to be     
diligent in social distancing and wearing 
masks.  Any woman, friend, or member 
of Fish Lake Lutheran is welcome to all  
or any part of our day. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Mary Kay Linder 
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To the Pastor and Congregation at Fish Lake Lutheran Church, 

     On 2/14/19 I had a massive stroke and spent 3 weeks at Courage Kenny/Abbot for rehab. and during this time our 
wonderful friends/neighbors (Arnie-Vivian Ricki) asked your congregation to pray for me. 
 

Fast forward.....I just received SSDI am at a point where I am accepting my limitations.  I have enclosed a check for 
$1,000.00 as gratitude for all who prayed for me. 
 

My husband Mike and I have attended FLLC 2x'x and have attended the Corn Feed the last 3 years (before COVID).  I 
hope this donation helps - especially during these strange COVID times." 
 

Thank You! 
 

Mary Barnes and husband Mike Barnes 

Hi, 

Thank you for sending the monthly newsletter.  We enjoy it very much.  We have a lot of deep roots 

at Fish Lake.  Also, we just loved the picture of the trees and church taken by Mark Blomster.  It was 

very, very  beautiful.  God Bless 

Cecilia Fenner (Falk)  

Council Minutes continued... 

2.    Elevator Update Letter sent to the Church: There is a  new code of prevention to assure no one gets trapped 
between the doors.  They are not sure if we have it or not:  Steve will call them and request the service to be 
done at their annual visit to service. Steve will check with Service Repair and confirm date of service and date 
of change. Also, there does not appear to be a Certification within the door of the elevator if they were there 
recently. The current posted letter states it expires 5/2019. 

 

3.  Recycling concerns: Custodians expressed concern with current vendor mixing the all garbage into the same 
truck.  Discussion regarding changing services.   

 

Motion:  Change vendor to LaPage and Son immediately after reviewing the current contract.  

Motion Approved 
 

4.  Aluminum Recycling Container (Huge) for donations and income source: Discussed checking into getting one.  
Barb will see if new vendor has any options and we will discuss best location (also to avoid bees). 

 

Other: Steven shared he has read about the ELCA ( Evangelistic  Lutheran Church of America ) looking at Inequity, 
racial and injustice issues.  
 

Year of Renewal—Barb Sauer and Kelli Klein 

No Update  
 
Affirmations 
1. Call Committee and all of their hard work in preparing for the Call of our new pastor. 
2. Peter Skiba and his family for assisting a person/member in need of snow removal. 
3. Thank you to Custodial staff (Tom and Robin) who have provided all supplies for cleaning and caring for 

our church at no cost while they have served in these positions. 
4. Denise and all she does for our church 
5. Pastor John for supporting the council, COVID, members, services, and all the changes his position has 

Care of Creation Work Group The Saint Paul Area Synod has an active Care of Creation work group. The Care of Creation work group believes that we 

are called to care for God's creation as a central part of our Christian faith and identity. The group was established in 2018 to: 

• explore life-giving ideas 

• share best practices within our synod, the larger church and the community 

• become part of the public and teaching voice of the church 
 

Topic:  Water for Life 
When Earth was created, God entrusted us as its stewards and calls us to care for it and each other in all of our actions.  When 
we make environmentally-wise choices we are celebrating and respecting creation, giving thanks to Earth’s  abundant           
recourses, and being good stewards with what we’re given.  Water is our source of life- -quenching our thirst and the thirst of the 
plants and animals on which we depend for food.  Water is also our source of spiritual life through baptism.  The Earth is blessed 
with a limited amount of water in our lakes, rivers, streams, and seas.  Our life depends on protecting this water-- using it wisely 
and keeping it clean.  What can you do to protect our living waters? 
 
Today, I can:   

• Turn water off mid-task (washing dishes, brushing teeth, watering plants). 

• Repair leaking faucets or running toilets in my house. 

• Allow my lawn to go brown in the late summer (brown lawns are not dead, they are dormant- - which is normal!) 

• Reduce or stop using lawn fertilizer and pest killers. I will not use lawn chemicals before rain or heavy winds, which can carry 
chemicals to nearby water bodies or storm sewers.  

• Use environmentally-safe cleaning and personal care products (shampoos and soaps) that might go down the drain.  
 

In the future, I plan to: 

• Replace parts of all of my lawn and native plants that do not require watering or fertilizer and provide a good habitat for bees 
and butterflies. 

• Collect rainwater in a rain barrel for outdoor water needs. 

• Install low-flow shower heads or toilets 

Gingerbread Biscotti 

2 ½ cups flour 

1 tsp baking soda 

1 ½ tsp ground cinnamon 

1 ½ tsp ground ginger 

¾ tsp All-spice 

½ tsp cloves 

6 tsp.  unsalted butter 

 1 cup brown sugar  

2 eggs 

2 tsp. Vanilla 

2 T. Molasses 

 

 

 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  Combine flour, baking soda,  

cinnamon, ginger, all spice and cloves. 
 

In a separate bowl beat butter and brown sugar, once          

combined add in eggs and beat.  

Stir in molasses and vanilla. 

Add flour mixture to the butter mixture.  It should form a stiff 

dough. 

Divide dough in half and place onto a cooking sheet, each half 

should be about 12” by 2”. 
 

Bake for 30 minutes. Take out and allow to cool.  Once cooled 
cut loaves into biscotti shapes and place side down on a baking 
sheet, after both loaves are cut, place back into the oven for 20 
minutes…10 minutes on each side or until as crisp as you like 
them.  



 

 

A Message from Sister LaDonna  … 

I am not very optimistic about the practice of New Year’s resolutions.   I have tried several times in the past to     

decide on a new exercise program or diet, or some spiritual discipline that I think might make me more spiritual.   

But anything I decide to do wears out after a few weeks, maybe even a few days. 

But this year I’ve decided on not just a New Year’s resolution but on a different way of being.   I’ve decided to try to 

be a more grateful person.  I think this is a habit that I can nurture throughout the year.  I plan to put a notice on 

my bathroom mirror as a daily reminder. 

A few days ago I finished a book by Diane Butler Bass titled Grateful: The Subversive Practice of Giving Thanks.    

Here is what she writes: 

“Every day there are reasons not to feel grateful and not to practice gratitude. Terrible, distressing, painful, 

and awful things happen all the time…Yet when I watch the news and fear grips my heart about whatever 

comes next, when a friend is diagnosed with cancer, or when a loved on dies, that Bible verse…calls toward    

a better way: ‘In everything give thanks.’” 

Notice it doesn’t say, for everything give thanks, but rather in everything give thanks.  We cannot be grateful for 

violence, oppression or suffering.  The word in comes from the Greek word  en, which means “in, with, within, 

throughout.”   So, we are instructed to give thanks within everything.   This pulls at my thoughts and feelings.    

How can I be grateful even when I am in distress, sorrow, fear?  I think it is something that will develop in me.         

I think that practice will make me more grateful.   I think that if I look around and start noticing all that I already 

have to be grateful for, that I will develop an attitude of gratefulness.     

I hope to see myself as living in gratitude.  I can imagine a bubble of gratitude and I live within the bubble.  Bass 

suggests that being grateful in these days is an act of resistance, of resilience, of renewal.  If I can proceed through 

this year with a grateful heart, I can perhaps be a light to someone else.  Perhaps I can make a small difference in 

my small corner of the world.   Perhaps you could too.   What would it take for you to live within gratitude?  How 

would your life, your world change?   

I invite you to join me in a year of living gratefully.  There is so much of the world that is broken and hurting.  Yet 
our refusal to give in to doubt and pessimism and hopelessness is made easier by cultivating a grateful heart.  I 
would love to hear your thoughts and your experiences with living gratefully.                                                                 
You can reach me at  ladolson@msn.com 

The Social Ministry Committee met on Tuesday December 3.   We discussed the alternative for the   

traditional Giving Tree. Gift Cards can be purchased through LaDonna and she will donate them to 

the Lakes and Pines Organization for needy families.  $400 has been  donated so far. Money has been     

donated for Samweli's Christmas present and the Scholarship money for Wasa Secondary students 

will be sent by the end of December. Sharon has been working on the Social Ministry Annual Report. 

Social Ministry Committee 

Social Ministry 

WELCA Coffee Serving Schedule for 2021 

Each year WELCA sets up a coffee schedule for the 

upcoming year. Little did we know in 2020 that 

our schedule would work only in February and 

from March through December there wouldn’t be a 

coffee time.  Our members have truly missed this 

time of fellowship. With a COVID vaccine coming 

soon, we hope that we can return to having church 

services indoors with coffee to follow. With that 

hope in mind we have a very flexible coffee sched-

ule set up. 

Below is a list of women who have offered to serve 

as coffee organizers and the month they are      

serving. WELCA serves the fourth Sunday of each 

month. You would only be asked to serve one     

Sunday all year for WELCA. We hope that asking 

for volunteers and setting up a monthly schedule 

will encourage all age groups to work together, get 

to know each other better, and give new members a 

chance to meet other members. We would appreci-

ate it if you would contact one of the organizers 

and volunteer to help serve coffee and treats with 

them 

 

 

January 24—no coffee served 

February 28—Candy McColley 

March 28—Shelly Lustig 

April 25—Julie Osborne, annual meeting,  
 pot luck plans not decided at this time 
 
May 23—Barb Sauer 

June 27—Deb Lofboom, Marcie Whitman, Judy 
Nelson 
 
July 25—Connie Smegal 

August 22—Nancy Bengtson 

September 26—Kathy Lodin 

October 24—Cindy Blesener 

November 28—Mary Kay Linder 

December 26—Sharon Petit 

The money that WELCA receives at the coffee table 

on the fourth Sunday is donated to the area food 

shelves. Your donation benefits so many people in 

our community. Also, WELCA asks you to consider 

bringing in food donations throughout the month 

and these donations are brought to the area food 

shelves. Thank you to all who participate in this  

fellowship for 2021. Deb Lofboom 

Warmest Holiday Wishes 

News from the call committee 

The Call Committee has been making great progress in finding Fish Lake Lutheran’s next pastor.  At our 

first meetings, we spent most of our time reviewing the Ministry Site Profile, preparing interview      

questions, and discussing ideas on how to conduct interviews that would help us to learn as much as  

possible about candidates.  We have conducted a “mock” interview with a pastor at another church that 

we found to be very beneficial.  We received a lot of positive feedback regarding our questions and ideas 

on how to conduct our first and second round of interviews.   

The most exciting news that we have to share is that on December 15, we received the names of three 

Merry Christmas to all of our friends at Fish Lake      

Lutheran! 
 

Wendy and Elvin Norling 

Even the Traditions of Christmas are Non-traditional this year.        Outdoor  

Christmas Eve worship that got postponed until Christmas Day!  Thanks to 

Steve Mettling and Dennis Lodin  and others who helped for putting up the 

Christmas tree and decorating the wagon 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year Fish Lake Lutheran 



 

 

Let us Pray for… 
 
Those in our midst fighting cancer: Beth, Barb, and Jordan. 
Our service men and women including: Sami, Tim and Joe 
Injured and ill:  Ronnie, Carol, Jean, Ruby, Dan,  Wanda, Judy 
Partner congregation – Wasa Congregation in Tanzania 
Those preparing for or recovering from surgery 
Those who are grieving  
 

If you are aware of someone who should be added or removed from the Prayer list, please call the church at 651-674-4252 or send an 
email to  office@fishlakelutheran.org.   

 2020 FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP AT FISH LAKE LUTHERAN 

Date 
Actual  

Offering 

Budgeted 

Offering 
Percent 

Above/Below 
Budget 

November 1st 2,305.00 3,317.31 70% (1,012.31)) 

November 8th 6,600.00 3,317.31 199% 3,282.69 

November 15 1,925.00 3,317.31 58% (1,392.30) 

November 20 4,055.00 3,317.31 122 % 737.69 

2020 YEAR TO DATE 166,791.78 169,182.81 99% (2,391.03) 

ALL who contributed to these funds in 2020: 

•Cemetery Fund—$6,710.00  was given in support of maintaining our Cemetery grounds.  A donation 

to the Cemetery fund in memory of Corinne Falk Bergstrom and Bob & Laverne Eastlock, by Harley and Candy 

Twingstrom 

•Building Fund—$ 2,828.00  was given in support of maintaining our building and grounds.   A donation to 

plowing and shoveling by Dennis and Kathy Lodin. 

•Memorial Fund—In memory of Corinne Falk Bergstrom by Cecilia Fenner and Galen Blomster and  
Herman Fenner by Ron and Mary Lindquist, and Arlene Burda by Steve & Bonnie Mettling 

In Loving Memory  Herman Fenner (12/3/20) and Arlene Burda  (12/6/20)  

Keep them and their families in your thoughts and prayers 

   A donation to WELCA from Gwen Swenson “To Quilters in memory of Arlene Burda” 

Fish Lake Lutheran has rented a post office box in the Harris Post Office.  The Church Council  decided 
it was a more secure way to handle the church’s mail.  The box on the road often gets bumped by the 
snowplow and pops the door open allowing snow to get in.  There are also fewer    people around the 
building while we are doing online worship only.  So all mail/contributions will be kept in the mailbox 
in Harris.  

 

The new mailing address is: 

Fish Lake Lutheran Church 
P.O. Box 206 
Harris, MN  55032 
 
Giving envelopes, cross off street address and write in PO Box 206. 

Ministries Supported by WELCA 

Bundles of Love Charity  “We envision a world where every newborn has basic access to the basics.” 

Bundles of Love Charity is a volunteer driven non-profit that partners with community organizations 

to assist families in need by providing handmade, essential items for newborns.  

We provide clothing, bedding, diapers, basic hygiene 

products, comfort items for infants in intensive care, 

and burial garments and keepsakes for families who 

have suffered the loss of a baby.  

Bundles of love supplies “bundles” to families              

experiencing poverty.  In the past we have helped      

single parents, foster parents, parents of unplanned 

multiples, families who have experienced house fires, 

recent immigrants, military families, and mothers who 

were victims of domestic abuse. 

By embodying our five core values of compassion,      

appreciation, creativity, collaboration, and respect, we 

envision a world where every mew born has access to 

the basics.  

 

 

49 hats knit and donated by Vicki Johnson for Bundles of Love.  

Quilts for Children in Emergency Shelter Care 

 At Welca we have been putting together kits for pillow cases and 
quilts with children themed fabric. One of the places that these 
projects will be donated is an Emergency Foster Care Children's 
shelter located  in South Minneapolis.  The boys and girls range in 
age from 3-11 and have been taken out of their homes because of 
abuse or neglect. The quilts and pillowcases are sewn by WELCA 
and BOM members and other volunteers.  We have six quilts 
ready to deliver to the shelter. 

 

 
Pet Beds 
This is a project that we started at WELCA in 2019. We realized 
that whenever we made a quilt, small fabric and batting scraps 
would be thrown away ending up in landfills. We thought we 
could take these scraps and cut them even smaller so they would 
be safe for naughty pets who tear their beds apart. We stuff them 
into pillow case shaped beds and donate them to Vet Clinics    
and Animal shelters. The vet in North Branch gives them to any 
of his patients that want them! BOM members joined in the    
project and more than thirty pet beds have been donated in 2020. 

Fish Lake Lutheran Church, 
      It was nice to see more hats for  
Bundles of Love.  They will be put to 
good use at this time of year, and with 
all that is happening now.  Hope this 
finds you all well.  
Have a Merry Jesus Birthday! 

Susan Barfknecht 



 

 

 
 

 
December 3, 2020 Council Members:  Steve, Mettling, Kathy Lodin, Galen Yates, Justin Ricke, Kelli Klein,           

Candy McColley, Barb Sauer, Clay Wilking. 

Present:  Steve Mettling, Kathy Lodin, Galen Yates, Justin Ricke, Kelli  Klein, Candy McColley,            
Barb Sauer 
Open with Prayer—Pastor John 
Devotions—Barb 
Financial Report—LaDonna 
1. Sent via email to council 
2. Ladonna applied for and FLLC was awarded a Chisago County Non Profit CARES Fund Grant was   

approved for $10,000.00  Personal Protective Equipment  grant was applied for.  
3. “Loose Offering” are really down.  Discussed who and where this comes from.  The trend has been        

going down over the past two years.  Suggestion to reduce this or remove it from budget currently in 
place for 2020. 

4. Motion to Approve Budget:  Approved 
5. Custodians:  They are buying their own supplies and paying the taxes for them when purchased.      

Discussed submitting them as their tithing and to set up a budget line for them. 
Pastor Report—Update  
1. Worship services 
 a. In-person Worship 
  i. started on Sunday, October 4 
              ii. suspended after November 8 due to rise in COVID-19 pandemic numbers 
 b. Online Worship continues with Facebook live and YouTube video  
  i. Pastor John is both preacher and singer, videographer 
             ii. Next pastor  may not want to do it this way 
            iii. Synod offering coordination/help with sharing video recording skill 
   1. Need volunteer resources (beyond Noel Petit) 
   2. Need technical resources (camera, sound system, computer) 
 c. Midweek Advent Worship on Wednesday evening 6:30 
  i. Facebook live 
             ii. Reflections on pieces of Christmas Story:  Star, Angels, Shepherd, Manager 
            iii. Family craft for Christmas Tree on December 24 service 
 d. Christmas Eve Worship:  4:30 pm 
  i. Outdoor/parking lot 
             ii. Two carols, Christmas Gospel, Prayer, candles/flashlights, Christmas tree 
2.  Continuing Resolution so the Council meetings and Annual meeting can be done electronically if     
 needed due to COVID-19 pandemic restrictions.  
3.  Pastoral  Care: 
 a. Home Communication—Tom and Evie Janssen 
 b. No funerals or other pastoral acts 
4. Confirmation Instruction 
 a. Confirmation instruction is a cooperative effort with Calvary and Spring Lake Lutheran          
 Churches. 
 b. Instruction will be online using Google Classroom and Zoom meetings 
5. Interim Process 
 a. The call committee continues to work. 
 b. Communication with congregations? 
6. Psalm Break with local pastors, Wednesday at noon on Facebook Live continues. 
Audit Committee—Kathy—Meeting Saturday, December  5th 
Children-Youth/Family—Justin 
Evangelical/Stewardship—Kelli 
 1. Update:  We have lost two members on the Stewardship Committee.  Council discussed            
 reviewing this monthly.  COVID-19 has created issues with recruitment and coordination.           
 Discussed ongoing support to promote through avenues currently being used.  

Property/Safety—Steve Mettling, Galen Yates 
 1. Columbus Repair Company:  Steve checked with them on their review of fixing siding (dents) and 
 cleaning the roof (tree roots and rubbish on the roof).  Steve will obtain the quote and email it for voting 
 to pay for it.  Our insurance may also help pay for it. 
Social Ministsry—Pastor John 
 1. Gift cards are going on right now for great Christmas gifts.  A portion comes back to Fish Lake.   
 Contact LaDonna if interested. 
 2. Christmas Giving Tree has been discussed with the team.  They are not sure how the social                 
 organization will accept funds.  
WELCA –Barb Sauer 
 1. Budget was just looked at.  Sharon Petit reviewed the budget and provided an update to WELCA      
 Members.  Barb presented it as: 
  a.  They will not be giving to the nursing homes this year. 
  b.  Kitchen and office supplies are already donated 
  c.  Food Shelf donations will also be done 
  d.  Propane donation to Fish Lake of $500.00 
Worship and Music– Candy McColley—They  met and discussed the Christmas service plans 
 
Communication Team— 
 1. Call Committee:  They have planned for a practice run for the virtual interviews.  First interviews will 
 be virtual.  Committee is doing a great job.  The questions are great. 
Old Business 
 1. New Coffee Pot Arrived, Steve Mettling will be setting it up.  There was a donation which paid for the 
 cost of the Coffee Pot. 
 2. Employee Reviews completed:  Custodians (2), Office Support (1), Music/Finance (1), have been      
 completed.  Last evaluation is Pastors. 
 3. Training Request:  Denise has asked for  training online for Shepherd’s Staff Program (Church         
 Software). Motion to approve $100.00 payment to pay for online courses.  They are $30.00 a class and 
 there are 3 courses available.  A private donation to pay for this was given.  
 4. “Call” as Deacon for  LaDonna:  LaDonna has requested we conduct a formal call to her to maintain 
 her Deacon position.  This will be discussed again in the future. 
 5.  POST OFFICE Box:  discussion to update our letterhead and letters if we continue to use the PO Box 
 in the future.  Currently it is because of COVID and the lack of activity at the church.  For the first year,  
 we had a grace period.  This will need to be reviewed in the future. 
 6. Pest Control:  Continues to work on mice.  Contract is coming up for renewal for 2021.  Motion to         
 renew contract for Lundstrom Pest Control Annual Contract.  Motion:  Approved. 
 7. Snow removal:  Contracts are due for renewal. 
 
NEW BUISNESS 
Discussion regarding the bylaws being changed to recognize the guidelines for council meetings virtually: 

C10.01.01 states: A scheduled Annual Meeting of this congregation shall be convened on the fourth Sunday in 
January of each year.  Agenda items for the meeting shall include elections, adoption of the budget and 
such other business as may be forthcoming. As possible, the Council will review the proposed budget for 
the coming year in December and present this to the congregation at least two weeks prior to the Annual 
Meeting.  In the event the Annually Meeting cannot be held as provided herein, a special 
meeting designated as the Annual Meeting may be called as provided by the constitution in 
Chapter 10.02.  

 
Motion: Delay the annual meeting to the 4th Sunday of April 25, 2021.  

All elected positions will remain active until we meet again. 
All budgets will remain in effect  
All annual reports will be given extension until 1/31/2021 
Nominating Committee will be notified of this motion. 

 
Motion: Approved  
 

Motion: Vote for allowance of electronic congregational meeting and/council meeting remotely. 
 

Motion Approved.                                                                                                                  Minutes Continued 


