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Worship Service each Sunday 10:00 am 
 

   2nd  Fish Lake Council Meeting 6:30 pm 
   4th   1st Worship Service back inside the Church 
   6th   Social Ministry Meeting 6:00 pm 
   7th  WELCA Meeting 9:00 am 
  11th  Baptism of Kepler Jason Pilz 
  17th  Block of the Month 8:30 am 
 
 
31st—Halloween 
 
November 1—Day Light 
           Saving Time Ends 
 
 

 

 

Listen 
Besides not being able to worship indoors during the current pandemic, I most miss not being able to have the informal      

conversations during the coffee hour downstairs.  These conversations are the best way for me as an interim pastor to       

connect with the great people of Fish Lake.  But I have a confession to make about such conversations.   Often I am a poor 

listener.  

 I understand the importance of listening to others as they express their ideas, opinions and emotions.  Unless I take time to 

fully understand another person’s perspective, I will not be able to fully communicate with him or her.   My problem is that 

often my mind is racing ahead to how I will respond, looking for my opening to get in my “two-cents.”   From life experience 

I have learned that my insight is only valuable when I have taken time to understand and appreciate the other person’s     

situation. 

Jesus was one who listened.  In Mark 10, he encountered a blind man on the side of road who called out to him, “Son of     

David, have mercy on me.”  Jesus instructed his followers to bring the blind man to him.  Jesus then asked a simple question, 

“What do you want?”  He did not assume to know what the man wanted of him.  He might have simply healed him, but 

instead he listened to the man say, “My teacher, let me see again.”   Jesus then responded, “Go, your faith has made you well.                 

Immediately, the man received his sight.   Jesus demonstrated the importance of listening and not assuming. 

As we listen to one another, we also sharpen our ability to hear God’s Word. The prophet Isaiah asked a question of us about 

our ability to hear. “Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not       

satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food.  Incline your ear, and come to 

me; listen, so that you may live” (Isaiah 55:2-3). Listening to others, connects us to others and also connects us to the 

Great Connector, God our creator.  God may be speaking to us through the voice and life of our neighbor, friend or even 

stranger.   As we learn to listen to others, we are also learning how to listen for God’s voice in our daily life.  

When we are able to share fellowship with each other, perhaps you can join me in resolving to listen before speaking, 

to see the other person’s perspective prior to giving your own.  And part of that resolution will be to listen for God’s still, 

small voice in our daily life.      

Interim Pastor John Keller 

Block of the Month Sharing 

OCTOBER 2020 



  

 

 
 

 
 

Our monthly WELCA meeting was held on Wednesday, 
September 2, 2020.  We met inside and all wore masks 
and made certain to social    
distance. 
  
1. The Secretary’s minutes were approved and            
accepted, as written.  Thank you notes were received and 
read. 
2. The Treasurer’s report was read and approved.  The 
opening balance was $3,231.26; income was $297.07; 
expenses were $200.85, leaving a balance of 
$3,327.48.  Our savings account totals $2,804.06. 
3. Social Secretary:  No report. 
4.   Old Business: 
a. WELCA Sunday:  Coffee time has been cancelled 
until further notice.  Coffee volunteers should make sure 
the food donations received get delivered to Family 
Pathways Food Shelf, Cambridge and North 
Branch.  Mary Brysen volunteered to do the delivery 
when she is available. 
b. Quilt Needs:  All required and necessary quilts 
were reviewed and status of completion brought up to 
date. 
c. Service and Mission Update: 
 
Kitchen Updates: Discussed any kitchen  supply 
needs.  Julie Osborne has purchased the large storage 
bags and will look into purchasing biodegradable cups 
and plates.  Also, disinfectant wipes need to be            
purchased. 
 
Bundles of Love:  None received. 
 
WELCA Service Units:  We briefly discussed the new 
listings.  Each unit leader should make an effort to invite 
any new members to participate in the necessary          
occasions. 
 
Coffee Maker:  Tabled. 
5. New Business: 
a. In an effort to try to make some money be to given to 
our usual mission donations, Barb and Nancy will select 
three quilts that will be put on EBay for sale.  First, they 
will be appraised. 
b. We discussed the annual pork dinner.  The decision 
was made to not participate this year. 
c. Block of the Month:  Received 52 registrations.  The 
fabric sale continues. 
Our next meeting will be held on October 7th.  Until      
further notice, we will begin our day with the meeting at 
9:00 am followed by any work on quilts that need to be 
done, closing with the Lord’s Prayer at 12:00 pm.  Any 
woman, friend, or member of Fish Lake Lutheran is    
welcome to all or any part of our day. 
Respectfully submitted, Mary Kay Linder 
 

Block of the Month     
Sharing 

 

Entrance 

As much as possible, people are to maintain social distance while entering and exiting the         

sanctuary  

• All participants will be encouraged to enter (and exit) through the front door. 

• The doors will be opened by the usher  

• A hand sanitizer dispenser will be available in lobby and all are asked to use it.  

• The basement entrance will be used only by those who need to use the elevator 

• Only one household in the elevator at a time.  

• The basement should be cleared of most tables, providing a clear path to the elevator. 

Seating  

•       Pews will be blocked off so as to maintain social distancing.  

• Worshippers are to remain in pew throughout the service. 

Bulletins/Projection 

•Bulletins should be printed at home.  

• Projection will  be used each Sunday for the order of service. 

No congregational singing or sharing of peace 

• Announcements/prayer requests are to emailed or handwritten and presented to usher/pastor 

• Each Sunday a singer is to be selected to sing the chosen hymns from his or her own microphone.        

Plexiglas barrier in front of the singer/pastor 

• Congregation members listen/hum. 

• No physical contact or movement during sharing of peace, but people encourage to wave or signal 

greeting to each other.  

Holy Communion 

•  Individual Communion “kits” will be given out as people enter.  

• After the Words of Institution, the congregation will eat the bread/drink the wine seated in their pew. 

Exiting  

• Usher dismisses household one at time, starting at the back  

• Worshippers are encouraged to leave church immediately, and not to clump together in aisle, foyer or 

parking lot.  

Online Worship 

•      On-line worship options remains in place throughout the pandemic (and probably beyond) 

 

 

Baptism of  Kepler Jason Pilz, son of Nicholas and Kaylee Pilz                 

following worship on October 11th. 

His sponsors are Jacob Pilz and Kelci Zengerle  



As of Sept. 18th Fish Lake Community Garden has donated 1,370 lbs of fresh         

Produce and 191 lbs of produce from members household gardens 

WELCA continues to donate $100.00/month  

The Fish Lake Church community has also donated 111 lbs of nonperishable items! 

Dry Goods are collected and donated the 4th Sunday of each month 

(Next collection date is Oct. 25nd, items needed:  boxed cereal, Ramen noodles, canned vegetables)  

 

 

 

 

2,500 survivors of 
domestic  
violence receive help 
& healing 

900 older 

adults thrive 

8,ooo individuals 

access healthy food 

monthly 

75,400 weekend 

meals sent with 

kids 

Safety TEam 

Members:  Interim Pastor John, Hope Tanko, Laurie Knutson, Jen Kroschel 
Purpose:  Develop a safe plan for the congregation to return to inside services.  

                                                                       Indoor Worship Guidelines 

At its August meeting the church council reviewed and approved the following guidelines for safely reopening the 

church for indoor worship. A Safety team of Hope Tanko, Jen Kroschel, Laurie Knutson and Interim Pastor John 

Keller drafted the guidelines using guidelines from the state of Minnesota.  The plan is to continue drive-in wor-

ship through September (excluding Labor Day week-end, September 6).  Sunday, October 4th is our planned reo-

pening date 

Sanctuary and Building Preparation; 

The sanctuary will need to be prepared: 

• Removal of all hymnals and other paper items 

• Establish a way to block off pews/or parts of pews for social distancing 

• Configure HVAC for best fresh air ventilation 

• Determine whether and how the pews will be cleaned before/after worship 

 

Signs posted about ‘physical distancing’ and facemasks near both entrances.  

The Nursery is closed and toys to be stored out of sight.  The Children’s “Busybags” will be removed and placed in 
storage. 

Hand Sanitizer is placed outside both restrooms with signs encouraging their use. 

If local school districts decide to stop in-person teaching and use only on-line learning, then indoor worship will be 

suspended and on-line worship will continue. 

Self –Screening:  

 Each week an email will be sent out reminding people NOT to attend if 

• They are feeling sick or have the following symptoms:  fever, cough, shortness of breath, chills, headache, 

muscle pain, sore throat, or loss of taste or smell. Other less common symptoms include gastrointestinal 

symptoms like nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea  

• They have been with someone who has the symptoms or diagnosed with Covid-19 

Registration Card 

Each week every household will complete a registration card prior to worship 

• The cards will have names, address, phone numbers 

• The cards will be used if contract tracing becomes necessary due to a person’s later discovery as being tested 

positive with Covid-19 

• Cards available in V&B and can be filled out at home or at church 

• Bring your own pen/pencil to complete the card 

Face masks requirement 

All participants will be required to have face coverings.   

The church will have face coverings/masks for those who forget to bring 

one. 

The face masks are to be worn through the entire worship service, except 

for holy communion.  The masks are to be worn over the mouth and 
nose.  

Children age 3 and up are to wear masks also.  

Donations from the community make great things possible: 

The Coins for Samweli noisy offering collected $126.61. This 
doesn't  meet the goal but we may be able to add to the funds 
necessary. We also have not raised enough funds to keep all of 
the Wasa secondary students in school again this term.  
 

The deadline is November 1, 2020 so if anyone wishes to make a     
contribution please make your offering on a Sunday or give it to Denise in the 
church office.  
 

Thank you to all who have made donations so far. God Bless. 
Social Ministry Committee 

Rally Day Ditch Clean-up 
Team   

Jerome, Elizabeth, Annika,  
Jensen Huselid and Abigale, 
Andrew and Matthew Skiba , 
Noel Petit, Cindy Blesener 

In August Interim Pastor John 

Keller successfully rode his 

bike from his home in             

Shoreview to Church and back, 

100.1 miles. Fortunately he 

had some good friends who 

pulled him through the tough         

sections!  

Members of WELCA,   
        Thank  you all for your hard work into the quilts for us seniors!  It really means a lot, especially in times like 
this!  Thank You Leah Johnson 
                                   _________________________________________________ 
 
Thank you, Just, Thank you!  God Bless Elvin & Wendy Norling 

 



Let us Pray for… 
Those in our midst fighting cancer:  Mary, Beth, Barb, Jim, and Jordan. 
Our service men and women including: Sami & Tim  
Injured and ill:  Ronnie, Carol, Jean, Ruby, Dan,  Wanda, Mary 
Partner congregation – Wasa Congregation in Tanzania 
Those preparing for or recovering from surgery 
Those who are grieving  
 

If you are aware of someone who should be added or removed from the Prayer list, please call the church at 651-674-4252 or send an email to 
office@fishlakelutheran.org.   

Fish Lake Lutheran Church participation in the Bishop Challenge.   
Each month on the 4th Sunday we will be collecting food and/or money for our local 
food shelves,  Your contributions will help us reach the Bishops 
Challenge.  So far this summer our community garden has    
donated over 1,370 pounds of fresh produce + 192 lbs of  
produce from members household gardens.  111 pounds of  
nonperishable items and $420.00 cash donation (valued at 

$2,092) to our local food shelves.   Households of the congregation can donate 
vegetables/fruits from their home gardens in the name of Fish Lake Lutheran 
Church to Family Pathways Food shelves North Branch (also serves Rush City 
and Stacy) and Cambridge.  Report the number of pounds you donate to our church office. 
 

Next Food Shelf Collection Day for Non-Perishable items is  
October 25th 

 

Fish Lake Lutheran, 
Thank you for the letter and for having me at 
our church graduate ceremony.  It was so    
good to see everyone that’s been a part of  my       
journey and to celebrate  my fellow graduates.   
Thank you all at Fish Lake for everything 
you’ve done, you do, and will do.  You’re all 
such blessing to so many people.    
Love, Kristina Gerard 

Adventures from the Amazing Race! Vacation Bible School on Locations 

Many families participated in 

different ways.  The families 

in these pictures are:  

Elizabeth, Jensen, Annika 

Huselid and Mary, Anya,    

Jared and Johnny Diehl 

They enjoyed a day at John 

and Irving Anderson County 

Park. 

A Message from Sister LaDonna  ……. 

In the beginning…  these words are so familiar to us as Christians.   They are      foundational to 

who we are and what we believe.  They speak to God as the Source of all being.  The Spirit of God 

hovers over the waters of the formless void that is the stuff of creation.  That same Spirit is with 

us today.  As Paul says, “For in Him we live and move and have our being” (Acts 17:28 )   It really 

is a mystery that is beyond our comprehension.  Yet that Mystery comes to us through Jesus, the 

Christ.    

Some days it seems so far from my understanding.  Other days it is the most normal, comforting 

thing I can think of.   I may even take it for granted.  Yet I wonder, how it is that in the vastness  

of all creation God knows and cares about me?  I may not understand it, but I can certainly be 

thankful that it is so! 

Let me share with you this prayer I came across in a Jewish prayerbook: 

   O God, You are as near as the very air we breathe, yet farther than the farthermost star. 

   We yearn to reach You.  We seek the light and warmth of Your Presence. 

   Though we say You are near,  we are lonely and alone. 

   O let our desire be so strong that it will tear the veil that keeps You from our sight! 

   Let Your light release our darkness, and reveal the glory and joy of Your Presence. 

  In your times of loneliness and darkness, may this prayer be a comfort to you. 

Children’s Sunday School 
 

Due to various reasons, Children's Sunday School will not be restarting on Sunday, October 4th.  Leadership does 
not think it will be safe for children or families to move about the sanctuary and fellowship area and maintain 
safe social distance.  Therefore children are asked to stay with their parents during worship.  The worship service 
will be shorter and there will be a special children's bulletin each week with puzzles and activities based on the  
Gospel lesson. Families are encouraged to bring their own color pencil/crayons or other activity bags. (The church 
activity bags will be put away due to the virus)  Pastor John will have a short children message, but the children will 
NOT come forward for it.   As the congregation learns to function safely inside, children's ministry will be explore 
other options.   



 2020 FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP AT FISH LAKE LUTHERAN 

Date 
Actual  

Offering 

Budgeted 

Offering 
Percent 

Above/Below 
Budget 

August 23 1,967.00 3,317.31 59% (1,350.31) 

August 30 1,887.00 3,317.31 57% (1,430.31) 

September  6 6,280.00 3,317.31 190% 2962.69 

September 13 2,405.00 3,317.31 73% (912.31) 

2020 YEAR TO DATE 119,667.78 122,740.47 97% (3,072.69) 

Thank you to  ALL who contributed to these funds in 2020: 

• Cemetery Fund—$5,890.00 was given in support of maintaining our Cemetery grounds. 

• Building Fund—$1,687.00was given in support of maintaining our building and grounds. 

Fish Lake Lutheran gives thanks for Memorial  Donation in Memory of 

Donna Walton 

by Marilyn Putz and Dale & Barb Sauer 

Members of the Cemetery Committee have been 

working hard this summer to keep the Cemetery 

as beautiful and serene as always! 

The picture shows Marty Zachrison, Terry Olson  and 

Dennis Lodin straightening a headstone.  The team (Marty 

Zachrison, Terry Olson, Dennis Lodin, Greg Smegal,     

Rick Lofboom and Mark Knutson) has also been following 

how well the plants are doing after they were sprayed, 

working with the company to repair/replace damaged 

plants,  filling areas with black dirt and planting grass seed 

where needed and of course the never ending job of    

mowing and trimming!  

Thank you for all you do to keep this Historic Cemetery  

looking beautiful! 

Ushers for October 

October 4—Brent & Mary Diehl 

October 11—Cindy Blesener 

October 18—Steve & Bonnie Mettling 

October 25—Justin and Patty Ricky 

 

 

wELCOME HOME 

custodians Tom Anderson and Robin 

Grahams have been working very 

hard for the last 7 months to keep 

your church home well kept and 

ready for your return! 

October 4th 2020 

Weeded the front garden, 

painted the benches and 

the picnic table 
                             Hand polished all the brass candle sticks and cross. 

Used Murphy’s soap to clean 

and polish all the woodwork. 

 

Shampooed and vacuumed all 

the pew cushions 

Super cleaned! 
• Refrigerator used for 

communion supplies 
 

• Hand brushed the grout  

in the restrooms 

• Stripped and polished 

the floor in kitchen and 

fellowship hall 

• Dusted the ceiling fan in 

Church 

Removed items from the 
pews and started getting  
sanitation stations ready to 
follow indoor worship  
guidelines.  

Stained the deck and stairs and gave the shed a 

new coat of white paint and a new lock! 

Thank you for all you and everyone else has done 

to prepare Fish Lake Lutheran Church  for        

indoor worship. 

 



Council Minutes:  September 3, 2020 6:30 pm       

Present:  Steve Mettling, Barb Sauer, Kathy Lodin, Gaylen Yates, Justin Ricke, Candy McColley, Clay Wilking. 

Opening Prayer:  Pastor John 

Devotions:  Kathy Lodin, Steve Mettling will lead us in October 

Financial Reports:  LaDonna Presented our Financial Reports.  Review our Designated Gift Catalog for next 

month.  Snow Plowing Expenses, Review for next month’s report. 

Pastor’s Report:   

 1. Worship Services:   

a.  Drive In Worship Services Continue 

b. Online Worship continues with Facebook live streaming 

c. No Drive in Worship service on Sept. 6, Labor Day Weekend. 

 2. Vacation: 

a. Friday, - August 14-Friday August 28 

b. Noel Petit preached in my absence 

 3. Pastoral Care: 

a. Home Communion – Tom and Evie Janssen 

b. Evelyn Nyland – Graveside Funeral:  August 7, 2020 

 4. Confirmation Service 

        a. After consulting with five families, confirmation will be outside on Sunday, Sept. 20 

b. In process of preparing the students for this rite of passage 

c. Confirmation Instruction will restart in October possibly with other congregations. 

5. Interim Process: 

        a. The MSP Team has prepared a draft for Council review. 

b. Congregational Survey completed with 66 response.  Results shared with Council. 

c. MSP Final Presentation to Congregation, Suggest Sunday, Sept. 27 

d. Call Committee Appointment.  5 people plus Council Vice President. 

 6. Safety (Resurrection) Team: 

a. Recommendations mailed to congregation in Vine and Branches 

b. October 4, start date for Indoor Worship 

c. Will closely monitor local schools regarding face to face learning 

d. Children’s Ministry meeting next week to discuss how Sunday School will work. 

 7. Psalm Break with local pastors, Wednesday at noon on Facebook live continues. 

8. On-Line Synod Assembly Friday afternoon 9/25 and Saturday morning 9/26.   

 

Children Youth and Family:  Meeting:  Meeting scheduled for upcoming week. 

Property/Safety Committee:  Steve Mettling, Gaylen Yates, Justin Ricke:  Painting of back steps and deck 

completed.  Storage Shed in back of church will be painted.  Repaired office Fluorescent Light.  Security Lights 

replaced.  Michelson Landscaping will start work in early October on retaining wall area. 

Social Ministry:  Pastor John:  African Quilt was raffled off, Food Shelf Challenge from the St. Paul Synod 

Continues with our garden being harvested, donated items and a monthly Cash gift. 

WELCA:  Barb:  Annual Pork Dinner is cancelled.  Continued work on our Quilt Ministries. 

 

 

 

Old Business:  

 a. Work continues with Insurance Company for replacement of light & Pole in front of church.  Steve will 

contact another Electrician for an estimate.   

b. Terry’s Disposal Garbage Contract.  Will continue for upcoming year. 

c. Coffee Pot Purchase:  From our General Fund, Steve will do the installation. 

d. Synod Assembly will be online:  Steve and Bonnie Mettling our delegates.   

New Business:   

a. Well Water tested this past month.  No concerns 

b. MSP Team Report.  Reviewed by Council with a couple suggested additions.  Pastor John and 

MSP Team will set up the presentation to our congregation for the last Sunday in September. 

c.  Call Committee:  Will contact potential members for this committee.  Finalize at our next Coun-

cil Meeting. 

d. Drone Results discussed.  MSP Team liked the idea, would like to have this done during our fall 

foliage, with better lighting and lower in altitude.   

e. Winter Snow Removal:  Decision made to continue working with Gustafson’s of North Branch.   

Affirmations:  Denise for our Vine and Branches with the inclusion of pictures.  Tom Anderson and 

Robin Grahams for his painting of the back deck and stairway.  Noel Petit for his continued              

assistance with Worship Services.  Jack Sprinkle for the weekly use of his trailer for Worship          

Services.  LaDonna for her ongoing accurate work with our Financial Reports.  For the MSP Team; 

Michelle Young, Mike Linder, Rick Cedergren, Dennis Lodin, and Pastor John Keller. 

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer 

Next Meeting:  October 1st, at 5:00 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted:  Barb Sauer 

 

Back row 

Peter Skiba, Landon Utecht,  
Interim Pastor John Keller 

 
Front row 

Brandon Yates, Reese Wilking,  
Kinsley Wilson  

 


