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Drive-in Worship Service each Sunday  
                            10:00 am 
 

   2nd  WELCA Meeting 9:00 am 
   3rd   Fish Lake Council Meeting 6:30 pm 
   7th   LABOR DAY/CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
   8th   Social Ministry Meeting 6:00 pm 
  13th  Rally Day 
  19th  Block of the Month 8:30 am 
 
 

Calling, Not Hiring, a 
Pastor. 

Lutherans believe in paradox.  
We believe we are both sinners 
and saints simultaneously –     
sinners in that we daily rebel 
against God’s way for us and 
saints in that we are daily saved 
by God’s grace alone.  We believe 
that God is both infinite and     
intimate:  as infinite as the       
creator of the entire universe and    
intimate as a baby in Bethlehem. 
We believe in both/and. 

 

Another paradox is that             
Lutherans CALL a pastor while 
we use many of the same tools 
that companies use in hiring a 
new employee.  The church   
council and Ministry Site Profile 
team are working hard to write a 
job description for the next pastor 
at Fish Lake.  Soon (following the 
constitution) the council will     
appoint a six person call          
committee to interview and select 
a pastoral candidate for the job of 
being pastor.  Such interviews will 
be challenging during the        
pandemic, but has already been 
done successfully by various    
congregations in the Saint Paul 
Area Synod.  The call committee 
also will do reference and        
background checks to see about 
the integrity and competency of 
the candidate as would any other 
public institution.  Yet there is 
something else: the power and 
guidance of the Holy Spirit.  

‘ 

 

 

The call committee will be         
instructed that the most signifi-
cant task they have is to seek 
through prayer and conversation 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  
Together they want to discover 
which candidate God wants to 
serve with the people of Fish Lake 
Lutheran.  Who is God     
CALLING to serve here?    
This broadens and deepens their 
work.  It is not just finding a    
candidate that they think has the 
needed skills and experience 
(though that remains part of their 
task).  It is about learning to trust 
that God will guide this process, 
because God has a plan and love 
for Fish Lake.   Without God’s                
participation in the call process, 
the new pastor will fail.  

 

About 500 years before Jesus’ 
birth, the prophet Jeremiah  
wrote to the people of Israel who 
had been captured by the         
Babylonians and sent into exile.  
These exiles were hoping for a 
quick release from captivity and 
return to Jerusalem.  Jeremiah 
said that God had different plans 
for them, plans that included an 
extended stay of decades in the 
foreign  capital of Babylon.  Yet 
Jeremiah assured these people 
that God’s plan will prosper them, 
For I know the plans I have for 
you,” declares the LORD, “plans 
to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a 
future.  Then you will call on me 
and come and pray to me, and I 
will listen to you. You will seek 
me and find me when you seek 
me with all your heart. 
(Jeremiah 29:11-13).  

 

God has a plan for Fish Lake     
Lutheran and a big part of that 
plan is learning to trust God in all 
circumstances. We are all being 
tested by the pandemic to trust 
God. The call process has the    
potential to deepen our trust in 
God. Just as the call committee 
will be  praying and seeking God’s 
wise and compassionate guidance 
in calling a pastor, so too are we 
all to pray for God’s guidance.  
God seeks only the best for Fish 
Lake. .  Together let us seek God 
in calling a new pastor.   

 

Gracious God, as our community 
continues to deepen our trust in 
you, we thank you that we are 
not walking alone in this season 
of Covid-19. We trust in your  
Holy Spirit to empower us.  We 
know that the journey is long and 
challenging, yet you have a plan 
for us.  We pray for wisdom and 
guidance for our church council 
and leaders as together we work 
for your will to be done in and 
through us. Continue to prepare 
Fish Lake for calling a new     
pastor. We ask in the wonderful 
name of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  Amen. 

September 2020 



  

 

 
 

 
 

Our monthly WELCA meeting was held on Wednesday, August  5, 2020.  We once again met outside on 
the patio. 
  
1. The Secretary’s minutes were approved and accepted, as written.   Mary Kay will resume the tasks of 
WELCA Secretary. 

  
2. The Treasurer’s report was read and approved.  The opening balance was $2,810.96;  income was 
$514.00; expenses were $93.70, leaving a balance of $3,231.26.  Our savings account totals 
$2,803.94.  Total savings and checking account totals $6,035.20. 

  
3.  Social Secretary:  Kathy has continued sending out cards to our shut ins.  These people really enjoy    
receiving these cards. 

  
4.  Old Business: 

a. WELCA Sunday is August 23rd.  Coffee time has been cancelled until further notice. We are 
still receiving food donations the fourth Sunday of the month.  These items will be delivered to 
Cambridge and North Branch Family Pathways.   Discussed who can deliver the food each 
month. 

             b.  Quilt Needs:  We briefly reviewed the quilts that we have on hand.  We have begun working on 
the quilts for the 2021 graduates.  
             c. Service and Mission Update:  

Kitchen Updates:  No report. 
Bundles of Love:  They have been delivered to St. Pat’s. 

            d.  Quilt Bingo for this year has been cancelled. 
              e.  Block of the Month: 50 plus people are attending this year.  They meet outside which has 
worked well.  They continue with fabric sales.  Next meeting is Saturday, August 15th. 
               f.  Leah Johnson was presented her grad quilt since her family was under quarantine when we 
celebrated the graduates in June.   
  
5. New Business: 
        a Following our meeting, we met with Denise and updated our WELCA service unit listing. 
        b. We discussed the fact that the coffee maker in the kitchen is not working.  We will share in the 
cost of either having the old one repaired or purchase a new one.  Barb will work this issue with the 
Council. 
        c.  Discussed selecting 3 quilts to sell on  
EBay in order to make some money during  
this pandemic. 
 
We ended our meeting with the Lord’s      
Prayer. 
    
Our next meeting will be held on September  
2nd.   Any woman, friend, or member of Fish  
Lake Lutheran is welcome to all or any part 
of our day. 
  
Respectfully submitted, Mary Kay Linder 
 
                                                                                    2020 Graduate Leah Johnson received her quilt made by  
                                                                                    Barb Sauer, Grandma Carol Cimbura is very proud of this                                              
                young lady! 

Entrance 

As much as possible, people are to maintain social distance while entering and exiting the         

sanctuary  

• All participants will be encouraged to enter (and exit) through the front door. 

• The doors will be opened by the usher  

• A hand sanitizer dispenser will be available in lobby and all are asked to use it.  

• The basement entrance will be used only by those who need to use the elevator 

• Only one household in the elevator at a time.  

• The basement should be cleared of most tables, providing a clear path to the elevator. 

Seating  

•       Pews will be blocked off so as to maintain social distancing.  

• Worshippers are to remain in pew throughout the service. 

Bulletins/Projection 

•Bulletins should be printed at home.  

• Projection will  be used each Sunday for the order of service. 

No congregational singing or sharing of peace 

• Announcements/prayer requests are to emailed or handwritten and presented to usher/pastor 

• Each Sunday a singer is to be selected to sing the chosen hymns from his or her own microphone.        

Plexiglas barrier in front of the singer/pastor 

• Congregation members listen/hum. 

• No physical contact or movement during sharing of peace, but people encourage to wave or signal 

greeting to each other.  

Holy Communion 

•  Individual Communion “kits” will be given out as people enter.  

• After the Words of Institution, the congregation will eat the bread/drink the wine seated in their pew. 

Exiting  

• Usher dismisses household one at time, starting at the back  

• Worshippers are encouraged to leave church immediately, and not to clump together in aisle, foyer or 

parking lot.  

Online Worship 

•      On-line worship options remains in place throughout the pandemic (and probably beyond) 

 

 



    So far this summer Fish Lake Community Garden has donated 510 lbs of fresh        

 produce! 

WELCA continues to donate $100.00/month  

The Fish Lake Church community has also donated 111 lbs of nonperishable items! 

Dry Goods are collected and donated the 4th Sunday of each month 

(Next collection date is Aug. 23rd, items needed:  boxed cereal,               

Ramen noodles, canned vegetables)  

 

Donations from the community make great things possible: 

       The Shalom Thrift Shop in Cambridge began in 1981 in the   
basement of the Cambridge Lutheran Church parsonage with the 
mission of providing needy area residents with food, shelter, and 
clothing.   It has expanded many times over the years, moving to a 
small shoe shop in Cambridge, then into the former Ben Franklin, 
and now more recently in a large store on Hwy 95.   
 
Thanks to the community for donating gently used clothing and 
houseware items as well as wood furniture, books, media items, 
jewelry and tools.  The Shalom Shop has over 200 volunteers who 
sort, clean, price and display this merchandise.     
 
Due to this outpouring of help and donations, in 2019, the Shalom 
Shop was able to donate back to the community $417,700.   
 
Several Fish Lake volunteers spend one afternoon a week working 
in the shop.   
 
By agreeing to this commitment, our pastor is given a certain amount of money each month that can be 
given to people who either come forward with specific needs or are made aware of others with             
legitimate needs.  If you are aware of anyone who could use some extra help, now particularly during 
this unemployment crisis, please contact Pastor John Keller or call the church office. 
 
Article submitted by Mary Kay Lindner 
 

2,500 survivors of 
domestic  
violence receive help 
& healing 

900 older 

adults thrive 
8,ooo individuals 

access healthy food 

monthly 

75,400 weekend 

meals sent with 

kids 

Safety TEam 

Members:  Interim Pastor John, Hope Tanko, Laurie Knutson, Jen Kroschel 
Purpose:  Develop a safe plan for the congregation to return to inside services.  

                                                                       Indoor Worship Guidelines 

At its August meeting the church council reviewed and approved the following guidelines for safely reopening the 

church for indoor worship. A Safety team of Hope Tanko, Jen Kroschel, Laurie Knutson and Interim Pastor John 

Keller drafted the guidelines using guidelines from the state of Minnesota.  The plan is to continue drive-in wor-

ship through September (excluding Labor Day week-end, September 6).  Sunday, October 4th is our planned reo-

pening date 

Sanctuary and Building Preparation; 

The sanctuary will need to be prepared: 

• Removal of all hymnals and other paper items 

• Establish a way to block off pews/or parts of pews for social distancing 

• Configure HVAC for best fresh air ventilation 

• Determine whether and how the pews will be cleaned before/after worship 

 

Signs posted about ‘physical distancing’ and facemasks near both entrances.  

The Nursery is closed and toys to be stored out of sight.  The Children’s “Busybags” will be removed and placed in 
storage. 

Hand Sanitizer is placed outside both restrooms with signs encouraging their use. 

If local school districts decide to stop in-person teaching and use only on-line learning, then indoor worship will be 

suspended and on-line worship will continue. 

Self –Screening:  

 Each week an email will be sent out reminding people NOT to attend if 

• They are feeling sick or have the following symptoms:  fever, cough, shortness of breath, chills, headache, 

muscle pain, sore throat, or loss of taste or smell. Other less common symptoms include gastrointestinal 

symptoms like nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea  

• They have been with someone who has the symptoms or diagnosed with Covid-19 

Registration Card 

Each week every household will complete a registration card prior to worship 

• The cards will have names, address, phone numbers 

• The cards will be used if contract tracing becomes necessary due to a person’s later discovery as being tested 

positive with Covid-19 

• Cards available in V&B and can be filled out at home or at church 

• Bring your own pen/pencil to complete the card 

Face masks requirement 

All participants will be required to have face coverings.   

The church will have face coverings/masks for those who forget to bring 

one. 

The face masks are to be worn through the entire worship service, except 

for holy communion.  The masks are to be worn over the mouth and 
nose.  

Children age 3 and up are to wear masks also.  



Let us Pray for… 
Those in our midst fighting cancer:  Mary, Beth, Barb, Jim, and Jordan. 
Our service men and women including: Sami, Tim and Joe 
Injured and ill:  Ronnie, Carol, Jean, Ruby, Dan,  Wanda 
Partner congregation – Wasa Congregation in Tanzania 
Those preparing for or recovering from surgery 
Those who are grieving  
 

If you are aware of someone who should be added or removed from the Prayer list, please call the church at 651-674-4252 or send an email to             
office@fishlakelutheran.org.   

 
 
 

 

In Loving Memory    Donna Walton passed away Friday, August 7th 

                               Keep her family in your thoughts and prayers 

A FOOD SHELF CHALLENGE                                                              
PATRICIA LULL, BISHOP,   
SAINT PAUL AREA SYNOD 
     This has been a challenging year for all of us.      
Whether we have needed to shift to working from home 
or adapting to having all social events cancelled, every 
household has been challenged by the COVID-19        
pandemic and the many precautions that we have been 
asked to take. Following the death of George Floyd in 
late May, many of us have also wrestled with the reality 
of racism and economic inequities within our commu-
nities. We are increasingly aware of the needs and con-
cerns of our near neighbors. 

During these months of disruption, some of the greatest 
impact, however, has been on those persons and house-
holds without access to sufficient healthy food. During 
early June we witnessed this at the emergency food dis-
tribution that arose at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in 
the Midway. Thousands of households received grocer-
ies, diapers, and household supplies thanks to your 
spontaneous generosity in dropping off goods, contrib-
uting through online accounts, or volunteering in per-
son. I thank you for that extraordinary willingness to 
help. 

Also this spring, when we received news from our part-
ners in ILAG that there was a dire need for food in the 
small communities they serve in Guatemala, you rallied 
to contribute $24,000 to purchase food for those isolat-
ed by the global pandemic. While long-term develop-
ment efforts and work with local farmers in our com-
panion churches in Guatemala and Tanzania will be 
needed, it is important to rally with direct assistance 
when the need for food is urgent. 

Heightened Food Bank Demand Expected 
As the emergency distribution efforts in the Midway 
were winding down, I had a conversation with Mary 
McKeown, CEO of Keystone Community Services. I 
asked her what the Lutheran community could do to 
be most helpful. She indicated that all local food 
shelves will face heightened demand in the late sum-
mer months. She told me, “You can make a differ-
ence.” 
  

Second Harvest, the food bank within this synod’s 
borders, estimates just such a surge in the demand in 
the remaining weeks of summer and early fall. I am so 
cheered by the recent announcement from Governor 
Tim Walz and Lieutenant Peggy Flanagan that $11 
million dollars will be donated from CARES funding 
to the 300 food shelves and seven food banks in Min-
nesota. What an appropriate use of public funding 
that is to reduce the number of children and elders 
and families who are hungry at the end of the day. 

At the same time, I want to invite you into this larger 
challenge. Even before the governor’s announcement, 
I had been praying about the difference the                  
congregations of this synod could make to address 

hunger in our local communities. What if we Lu-
therans rallied to raise $50,000 to address this 
need this summer? 

Many congregations regularly collect food and money 
offerings for the food shelf in your neighborhood or the 
food giveaway in your congregation. I am not describ-
ing something we have not done before, but in this odd 
year of the coronavirus pandemic and social unrest in 
our cities, let’s dig deeper to impact neighbors where 
we live. 

I am willing to bet that we can. In fact, I have already 
mailed a check to the food shelves nearest to my home 
–     Francis Basket, Keystone, Merrick and Department 
of Indian Work in St. Paul. Will you join me in doing 
the same through your congregation? 

Raise the money in any way you like – a cash offering at 
an outdoor service, checks forwarded from your con-
gregation, designated funds for community efforts, or 
even thousands of quarters and dimes. Your congrega-
tion can record its donations in this brief Google form.  

While there are many things we must wait to do when 
the pandemic is past, this is one thing we can do togeth-
er as a synod even now. Let’s make that difference for 
our neighbors. 

In God’s service, 

Patricia Lull, Bishop 

Fish Lake Lutheran 
Church participation in 
the Bishop                
Challenge.  Each month 
on the 4th Sunday we 
will be collecting food 
and/or money for our local food shelves,  Your            
contributions will help us reach the Bishops    
Challenge.  So far this summer our community 
garden has donated over 510 pounds of fresh 
produce, 111 pounds of  nonperishable items and 
$300.00 cash donation (valued at $921.00) to our 
local food shelves.   Households of the            
congregation can donate vegetables/fruits from 
their home   gardens in the name of Fish Lake 
Lutheran Church to 
Family Pathways Food 
shelves North Branch 
(also serves Rush City 
and Stacy) and       
Cambridge. Report the 
number of pounds you 
donate to our church 
office. 

Through Compassion International the chil-
dren of Fish Lake Lutheran Church support 
Samweli Oscar Mwitula. We give money so 
he can go to school, have health care and 
learn about Jesus and the Bible. This sum-
mer we are asking the children and others 
to  collect money in a jar or box at home. 
Our goal is to raise $456 for the next pay-
ment of Samweli’s support and anything 
above that will be used for his Christmas 
present. We will collect the Coins for  
Samweli at the Rally Day  
Service (September 13th) 
with a "Noisy Offering".  
Thank you and God Bless 
you. 

Africa Quilt Drawing/ Africa Scholarship Fund 
     The Social Ministry Committee has concluded the Africa Quilt Fund-
raiser on Sunday, August 9, 2020 by holding a drawing at the end of 
Worship. Cindy Blesener made the beautiful quilt from authentic African 
fabric brought back from Iringa by various travelers from our congrega-
tion. The lucky winner of the quilt is Kelli Kline. Thank you to all who 
donated. Through this quilt drawing we have raised $680.00. To spon-
sor one child at secondary school it costs $400.00 per school year. This 
includes room and board and their education. Some families are able to 
contribute to their child's tuition but others are not. We encourage you 
to make a donation to the Africa Scholarship Fund sometime in Septem-
ber or October so we can continue to support the children from the Wasa 
Congregation. Our pledge is due November 1, 2020 for the 2021 school 
year.  
   We have included a July 23 letter from BEGA KWA BEGA Scholarship 
and Education Working Group for your information. 
*See article on the next page 

Coins for Samweli   
Tafadhali kuomba Mungu kwa kila mmoj 

  (Please pray God for each other) 

   A Message from Sister LaDonna  ……. 

This week I started an online class on the wisdom of Jesus.  It is a 14 week course and thanks to the internet the  

students in the class are from all over the world.  This week we have a chance to introduce ourselves in our small 

group.   I realized that I love to hear people’s stories.   It is amazing to hear how God is at work in individual’s lives.  

Each person’s journey tells of joy and love and grief and hardship but God is in it all.   Sometimes a story seems   

devoid of God’s presence but we know that even in the darkest times, God is there. 

Maybe that is why I enjoy being a spiritual director.  In spiritual direction it seems that the central task for people 

consists of learning to tell how they experience God and live their life story within the larger story of their Christian 

faith.  Stories allow them to examine their lives and see the thread of God at work.   

There are many ways to examine your own stories.  Journaling is one way.  Writing and then reading your story 

helps to give some distance and clarity.   Talking with God about your stories is also a way to open them to new 

meaning.  Sharing your stories with others can also be a blessing to both you and them.  Here is an example from a 

book I have been reading,  (To Tell the Sacred Tale by Janet K. Ruffing): 

A farmer was reluctantly attending a Christian faith workshop.  He listened to the question: “Is there any special 

time in your life when you find yourself overwhelmed by a sense that there is something more than yourself          

involved, something more than you can account for, a time when something seems like a gift given from beyond 

yourself?  The farmer replied, “I feel like that sometime in the early mornings when I am out in the middle of a crop 

of wheat and I hold a grain of new wheat in my hand.” 

I encourage you to take some time to think about your own journey.  What moments are especially meaningful?  
What moments are difficult?  How was God with you before, during or after these moments?  Going into your own 
stories with God is a kind of prayer.  May you discover the grace of God at work in your life! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeldYFtIcYe8HL_D69Icl1cWlJo7TYxp_067p__P2klZfICPw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeldYFtIcYe8HL_D69Icl1cWlJo7TYxp_067p__P2klZfICPw/viewform


 2020 FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP AT FISH LAKE LUTHERAN 

Date 
Actual  

Offering 

Budgeted 

Offering 
Percent 

Above/Below 
Budget 

July 26 750.00 3,317.31 23% (2566.31) 

August 2 3,500.00 3,317.31 106% 182.69 

August 9 1,128.00 3,317.31 34% (2189.32) 

August 16 2,310.00 3,317.31 70% (1,007.31) 

2020 YEAR TO DATE 107,128.78 109,471.23 98% (2,342.45) 

 

ALL who contributed to these funds in 2020: 

• Cemetery Fund—$5,475.00 was given in support of maintaining our Cemetery grounds. 

• Building Fund—$1,312.00.00 was given in support of maintaining our building and grounds. 

MEMORIALS 
Fish Lake Lutheran gives thanks for the donation to the Cemetery Fund in Memory of  

Donna Walton by the Walton Family, Harley & Candy Twingstrom, Greg & Connie Smegal, 
Pam West, Rick & Deb Lofboom, Marilyn Putz 

Evy Ward Nyland by Harley and Candy Twingstrom 
Dennis and Terry Lofboom by Nola and Dan Lofboom and Deb McGivern 

Graveside services were  held for the following members during the month of             
August! 

Eleanor Rouf, Evelyn Nyland, Darel Anderson, Donna Walton and Marilyn Gassert.  
May they Rest in Peace 

Fish Lake Lutheran gives thanks for the             

donation to the Building Fund in Memory of  

Evelyn Ward Nyland and Donna Walton  
by Marcie Whitman 

Fish Lake Lutheran gives thanks for Memorial  

Donation in Memory of 

Donna Walton by Deloris and Terry Olson 

Students Return to Classrooms in Iringa 
As school districts plan for how to safely resume face-to-face learning this fall, the question of physically returning to the classroom is still 
up in the air for many students in the United States. It is a different story in Tanzania, where all primary and secondary students returned 
to school on June 28 after more than two months off due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
In the Iringa Diocese, all students and staff at the six secondary schools are wearing masks and washing their hands frequently. Their 
temperatures are taken each day. 
 
A team of people from DIRA led by Rev. Elisande Mhanga, the Diocese Education and Training Officer, visited Pommern, Mtera, and Im-
age schools to check in on the students and staff. Rev. Elisande stated that all are doing well. There has been no illness or COVID symp-
toms observed or reported at any of the schools. 
 
For most students in Tanzania, the 
school year follows the calendar 
year. This year the Tanzanian aca-
demic calendar was altered follow-
ing the enforced time off. The stu-
dents will finish their first term Au-
gust 28 (which usually ends in mid-
June) and start the second term 
after a short break. The second term 
will end December 18, which is 
about two weeks later than the usual 
academic schedule calls for. Form 
VI students were finally able to take 
their national exams and have left 
school. 
 
Rev. Elisande reported that some of 
the families of students who pay 
their own tuition are now struggling 
to make those payments because 
the family income has been impacted by the pandemic and/or by the heavy rains earlier this year that destroyed crops. The schools will 
continue to be under financial strain even as the students are back in school. 
 
Most companion congregations in St. Paul make pledges to support secondary students from their partner parishes in Iringa during the 
Fall Stewardship drives. Although you may not yet be gathering for worship yet, we at BKB SPAS and BKB DIRA encourage you to begin 
your planning for this process soon. Pledge information is due on Nov. 1. Last year, congregations in St. Paul provided almost $325,000 to 
sponsor approximately 900 secondary students in the Iringa Diocese. Many of these students are able to attend school only because of 
your generosity. 
 
Your gifts to the Secondary Scholarship Program have provided opportunities for many people to live productive lives. Personally speak-
ing, I (Lynda) think especially of a young woman my congregation sponsored in the mid-2000s. She was raised as an orphan by extended 
family members amid challenging circumstances. Thanks to a BKB scholarship, she was able to attend vocational school where she 
learned computer skills and managed a small shop where she taught many young women in her congregation basic computer skills. She 
went on to become the administrative assistant of the headmaster at a local Secondary School. Each time I am in Iringa, I make it a point 
to visit with her, her husband, and children. Even though it has been 15 years since she attended school, she has never forgotten those 
who as she said, “gave me the life I now have.” 
 
This year, as you plan for your giving to BKB, we encourage you to continue your support for the 2021 school year at the level that you 
provided for 2020. When you consider sponsoring students, remember that the commitment is typically for at least four years per student. 
When student support goes down, students may be forced to leave school, ending the opportunity for education, which means fewer 
choices for them throughout their lives. We encourage you to communicate with your partners in Iringa to hear stories of lives that have 
been changed because of this long-standing and effective program. Every day we thank God for the support you provide and the gift of 
this relationship! 
 
Rev. Lynda Thompson & Deacon April Trout                                                  BKB Scholarship & Education Working Group          

The Cemetery and grounds look beautiful thanks to the 
hard work of Dennis Lodin! 

Thank you Tom and Robin for your work on the front    

garden!  It looks beautiful! 

Nursery  - Thank you to Deb Robison and family for painting the nursery and cleaning/organizing 

youth closet and toys. 

Vacation Bible School—The Amazing Race—Thank you to  Elizabeth  Huselid and Maggie  Hubbling 

for creating such a wonderful adventure for the students!! 



Council Minutes:  August 6, 2020 6:30 pm       

Search downloads 

 
Next Meeting: 9/3 (Thursday before Labor Day Weekend)                                                  
* Kelli will not be available to attend.  Someone will need to take notes. 
PRESENT: 
PASTOR JOHN; STEVE METTLING / KATHY LODIN / GALEN YATES / JUSTIN RICKE (Online) / KELLI KLEIN 
(online) / CANDY McCOLLEY / BARB SAUER   
 
2019-2020 COUNCIL MEMBERS : STEVE METTLING / KATHY LODIN / GALEN YATES / JUSTIN RICKE / KELLI 
KLEIN / CANDY McCOLLEY / BARB SAUER /CLAY WILKING 
 
OPEN WITH PRAYER - PASTOR JOHN                                                        DEVOTIONS- Kathy (Next month Kathy) 
 
FINANCIAL REPORTS / LADONNA 
Reports provided via email 
Building Fund:  
Do we have sufficient funds in for the patio improvement and snow removal?  
Discussed funds for the Patio, with $4000 coming from the Thrivent Account.   

We will need to address Snow Removal at an upcoming meeting.    
Steve discussed the light on the pole up front; we have insurance for that. 

Payroll: 
On budget 
Financial report motion to approve; approved 

PASTOR REPORT - UPDATE 
Worship services 

 Drive-in Worship continued – cancelled on July 28 due to rain  
Online worship continues with Face Book live streaming of Drive-In worship 
No Drive-in Worship on September 6 of Labor Day Week-end 

Vacation 
Starting Friday, August 14 and returning Friday, August 28.  
Noel Petit will preach Sundays, August 16 and August 23.  

Pastoral Care: 
Two burial on Saturday, August 1: Darrell Anderson and Eleanor Rouf 
Graveside funeral,  Friday, August 7:  Evelyn Ward Nyland 
Home communion – Tom  and Evie Janssen 

Beyond Vacation Bible School – Amazing Race 
Elizabeth Huselid’s leadership  
All activities will be outside and done by family units with packets  

Interim Process 
The MSP team meets bi-weekly and has much of the MSP drafted – Sept 1st  deadline 
Anyone with drone access to make aerial video of Fish Lake Lutheran?  
Congregational Survey is underway. 
Council to discuss Fish Lake Characteristics 
Congregation gathering for final MSP presentation.  What format: Zoom, drive-up, CD? 
Call committee appointment – 5 people plus Council Vice President. 

Safety (Resurrection) team at 7 
 Hope Tanko will join Council Zoom at 7:15 Thursday for discussion 
 Draft of our recommendations in separate attachment 
October start date?  

Psalm Break with local pastors, Wednesday at noon on Facebook Live 
Confirmation  

Conversation with Pastor Vicki Vandervegt  for 7 and 8 grade instruction 
Plan to have conversation with parents of fall confirmation service.  How to do it safely?  

On-line Synod Assembly 
Friday afternoon 9/25 and Saturday morning 9/26.   
Fish Lake can have two voting members – need online access (Steve and Bonnie) 
Registration cost is $15 and close on Monday 8/11 
Election of bishop will be main business  topic 

Food Shelf Pickup on the 4th Sunday of month.   Bishop’s Challenge for this year is collect $50,000.00    Synod Wide 
Challenge for food shelves. 

AUDIT : KATHY—No report 

Coffee Machine  
Last service 2018; Purchased in 2010 
New is $2100 
Discussed ordering just prior to when church opens.  No need for it right now. 
Tabled until next meeting 
Steve will contact the Company to see if we can install it ourselves. 

Rocking Chair 
Council determined where the chair came from and at this point it is available. They indicated if Kelli Klein wants it, she 

can have the rocking chair.  
Garbage Contract 

No picking up the garbage 
Terry’s Disposal hurt his back which resulted in no pick up. 
Concerned Terry is not recycling. 
Received information the company, Waste Management was being looked at due to  toxic dumping  
Barb will look into Jacobson Disposal (red cans) and they are half the prices. 

Light Change in Church Office 
Justin and Steve will work it out., Maybe in next couple of weeks. 

Water Leak 
Condensation leak from air conditioner,  Steve cleaned it out and fixed it. 
Changed light on patio 

SOCIAL MINISTRY : PASTOR JOHN 
African quilt raffle this Sunday 
Food Shelf last Sunday; still got food. 
Garden is going great 
Shalom funds a few requests. 

WELCA / BARB SAUER 
55 people signed up for block of the month 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC-CANDY 
Need car ushers at services on Sunday 

COMMUNICATION TEAM: No report 
YEAR OF RENEWAL - BARB AND KELLI: No report 
NEW BUISNESS 
Safety Team Recommendations Reviewed when finalized will be communicated to our members.  Additional idea’s dis-
cussed for the team to consider were: 

“Busy children’s bags” need to be removed 
Cards must be completed upon arrival and filled out prior to sitting 
Sanitizer will be applied upon entering the church 
Sanitizer agreement to purchase wall one for members (non-touch) 
All pens/pencils need to be removed sanctuary 
Written clarification as to the  Ushers roles and tasks  
Minimal entrance from basement 
Balcony used as last resort 
Bid for outdoor landscaping: Funding through Thrivent Funds $4000.00 
Northland bid $3875 (if composite timbers the bid would raise $500).  
Trim all shrubs, new rock, sidewalk repair to patio  
Michelson’s: Trim all shrubs, Boulder Wall, fill all the gaps/stones, new river rock, sidewalk repair to patio, $5150 
Cost with Thrivent’s Gift: Approximately $1100.00 
Motion Made: Kathy   -    Second Motion: Barb 
Discussion:  Needs it and it would look good.  -           Motion Carried: Approved 

Share Ministry: 
We want to keep the door open 
At this time, FLLC has made the decision to move forward with a NON Shared Pastor 
Barb inquired as to whether the congregation should be updated to survey 

Call Committee 
Constitution states six people 
If we know anyone who would be interested in this, let Barb or Pastor know. 
One from the MSP Team should be on the Call Committee 
Barb- Vice President 

Reviewed Ministry Site Characteristics 
Very strong opinion regarding traditional Lutheran  

Affirmations 
Vacation Bible School- Elizabeth Huselid 
MSP Team (Pastor, Rick Cedargren, Dennis Lodin, Michelle Young., Mike Linder) 

                Safety Team (Interim Pastor John, Hope Tanko, Laurie Knutson, Jen Kroschel) 
Garden Crew: ?????? 
Dennis Lodin for lawn maintenance 
Mask Makers from WELCA and Block of the Month Club 
Volunteers who helped put together the Vine and Branches (Candy T, Barb S. Mary Kay L, Shelly L, Candy M.) 


