
 

Have you ever wondered what God thinks of the things that are going on in the world? 

You may remember that, a few months back, I wrote to you about receiving the same 

newspaper article from two different parishioners within a week.  The article detailed 

falling worship attendance in mainline Protestant churches (of which the ELCA is one) 

and suggested that the way to combat this is to spend more church time talking about the 

things that are happening in our world and what God might think of them.   

In response to that article, I put forth a call to receive suggestions of topics you would like 

to explore what God might think about them.  And boy did I get suggestions!  It helped 

me to see just how much our Fish Lake membership is engaging their faith as they 

consider the topics at issue in our world today.  Thank you to all who suggested a topic! 

I had originally promised to address all these topics in January, but because of the 

response I have put together a six-week series instead to address different topics.  The 

schedule will be as follows. 

January 6 – Epiphany (Eric Gustafson preaching as Pastor Amanda  

leads youth retreat at Camp Wapo) 

                January 13 – Priorities and the Busy-ness of our Schedules 

                January 20 – Issues at the Mexican Border 

                January 27 – Homosexuality 

                February 3 – Abortion 

                February 10 – The Death Penalty 

                February 17 – Suicide 
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These are all very important issues, and I look forward to scouring scripture to 
find the most relevant passages and bring them to bear on the issues of our 
day.  Because these are all quite large topics, and I hope there will be much to 
consider on them, I am offering 2 Adult Sunday School sessions during this 
series – one before worship at 9:00am and one on Sunday afternoons at 
4:00pm.  So, if a topic piques your curiosity before worship, you can come to 
the morning session, and if a particular sermon leaves you thinking or ques-
tioning something, you can come to the evening session and discuss things 
further. 
I am excited to engage these issues with you.  It is my fervent hope that 
through study, conversation, and sharing of mutual experience we can all 
come to a deeper understanding of how God’s Word is speaking to us and to 
the issues that we face today.   
 
Blessings! 
 
Pastor Amanda 
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       Mark  Your Calendars! 

 

            **Annual Meeting  January 13th  

                  (after Worship Service)** 

        

    ***All Annual Reports Due December 30th *** 



January Schedule 
 
 

Tuesday, January 1st 
Office Closed 

 
Wednesday, January 2nd 

WELCA 9:00 am– 12:00 pm 
Staff Meeting 11:00 am 

 
Wednesday, January 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th 

Faith Weavers  5:00 - 6:00 pm  
Confirmation & TIM Team 6:00 - 7:00 pm  

 
Saturday, January 5th & 6th  

WAPO Retreat 
 

Sunday, January 6th 
Choir Rehearsal Resumes 

 
Tuesday, January 8th 

Audit Meeting at 6:30 pm 
 

Wednesday, January 9th 
Council Meeting at 7:00 pm 

 
Sunday, January 13th  

Adult Classes Begin at 9:00 & 4:00 pm  
Annual Meeting (after service) 

 
Wednesday, January 16th  

Staff Meeting 11:00 am 
 

Saturday, January 19th 
Block of the Month 8:30 am 
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Fish Lake Lutheran Leadership Positions 
     
Thank you to those who have served Fish Lake as our dedicated leaders and 
committee members.  Your time, commitment, and faithfulness to the mis-
sion of our church are deeply appreciated.  
   
Below are opportunities for leadership positions for 2019. Stand forth to 
God’s call!  Connect with a nominating committee member at any time for 
further information or descriptions. Our Annual Meeting will be on January 
13, 2019. 
 
5 (2 year terms) for the council  
3 (3 year terms) for cemetery board 
1 (3 year term) for the audit committee 
1 (1 year term) for head usher 
2 (3 year terms) for nominating committee 
 
Contact: 
Kelli Klein 651-235-9238 
Elizabeth Huselid 763-244-9195 

   ~Message from Sharon Petit~ 
 
There are a lot of misconceptions about T1D and people living with the dis-
ease spend a lot of time clearing them up: No, you can’t prevent it. Yes, it 
requires constant management. My granddaughter, Hannah is 12 years old 
and at 22 months old she was diagnosed  with Type1 Diabetes. Over the 
years she has had challenges with the disease and she and her family have 
done their best to make her life as normal as possible. Thanks to JDRF who 
raises money for research for a cure as well as making the lives of those who 
suffer with the illness more comfortable. I will again be participating in the 
Walk for a Cure in February at Mall of America. In order to help raise mon-
ey for the Cure I have made a quilt which I will raffle. The tickets are $5 each 
or 3 for $10. I also accept donations. Checks made out to JDRF or cash.  See 
me at Coffee Hour beginning January 6. God  
Bless you all, 
Sharon Petit  



                             
 
  A message from Sr. LaDonna… 
 
 
Last month I wrote a bit about intentionally bringing times of silent prayer in 
to your life.   Several people told me about the need they have for this kind 
of time spent with God.   This month I will give you some ideas on how to be 
when you are doing a form contemplative prayer called centering prayer.    
As you sit in a quiet space, perhaps light a candle to remind you of God’s 
presence with you.   Let go of any expectations of having certain emotions or 
of sensing God’s presence with you.   These might happen, but they are not 
the reason you are doing this.  You simply want to be with God.   I often 
begin with the prayer, “stoke the embers of love within me” or something 
similar.   Then choose a simple word or phrase that you can use to bring you 
back to contemplation whenever your mind wanders.   A word like, Lord, 
Jesus, Love, Loving God, Mother God, Loving Spirit.  There’s no magic about 
the phrase, it is simply a tool to bring you back to prayer.     
Begin by sitting upright but comfortably in your chair.  Close your eyes and 
concentrate on your breathing.  Breath in the love of God, breath out your 
worries or concerns.   As you give yourself to this time with God, you will find 
that your mind wanders.   As soon as you get caught up in a distraction, let 
it go and say your sacred word.   Sometimes it will feel that all you are doing 
is returning to the sacred word hundreds of times.  Fr. Thomas Keating (who 
literally wrote the book on centering prayer) would say how wonderful it is 
that you get to return to God hundreds of times!    
Sometimes you may suddenly become alert and wonder if you have been 
sleeping.   My experience is that I haven’t been sleeping but rather have 
been deep in thought that hasn’t been a distraction that required my sacred 
word.  You may actually fall asleep during this time, but even that is a 
blessing as you think about your sleeping in the arms of God.  Sometimes an 
idea comes into my mind, or I become aware of something that I should get 
done but I simply let the distraction go and return to my sacred word.   My 
intent is to be with God during this time and not to come up with a to do list. 
Centering prayer is simple but not easy.  But it can become a beginning as 
you learn to stay connected to your soul throughout the day.   

Please contact me if you have any questions or comments.   I can be 
reached at  ladolson@msn.com. 
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                              Behind the Seams of WELCA  
 
       
 

 Behind the Seams of WELCA is a periodic newsletter on what the Women of 
WELCA do behind the seams). 
 
Thanks to the generosity of Fish Lake's Block of the Month group, ministry to the 
needy in our community through a grassroots endeavor known as QUIET QUILTS 
has warmed the hearts and bodies of hurting and displaced families for the past five 
years. To date 94 quilts have been given with recipients being blessed with the 
greeting, "We want you to feel the warmth of Jesus' love, so we've made a quilt for 
you." Since the Interfaith Hospitality Network New Pathways program is open to 24 
people, we've always had at least 25 quilts for the individuals to select from, and 
90+% come from Fish Lake's Block of the Month ladies. The quilts are distributed 
once a year sometime between Thanksgiving and New Year's.  
 
To encourage those receiving a quilt, a label with the Bible verses Philippians 4:6-7 
from The Living Bible translation are sewn to the back of each Quiet Quilt. It reads-
- 
"Don't worry about anything; instead, pray about everything; tell God your needs 
and don't forget to thank Him for His answers. If you do this you will experience 
God's peace, which is far more wonderful than the human mind can understand. His 
peace will keep your thoughts and your hearts quiet and at rest as you trust in Christ 
Jesus."  
 
What a wonderful reminder for us all! 
 
In His service, 
Deb Snell   
(Deb Snell is Marilyn Putz Niece) 
Quiet Quilts coordinator 
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Prayer List  
Prayer list - Those fighting cancer - Those fighting cancer - Candy, Louella, Sara, 

Sharon, Bill, Mary, Jill, Janet, Sue, Nancy, Michael, and Tim.   

Our service men and women including Sami Klein and all those who are facing active duty 

deployments. 

Those who have recently been ill or hospitalized - Candy, Bev, Sharon, Laura, Tom, Kyle, 
Sara, Carol, Nicholas, and Julie. 

Partner congregation – Wasa congregation in Tanzania 

All those who are grieving the loss of loved ones. 
 
All who battle depression and anxiety or any form of  
mental illness. 
  
 

FISH LAKE LUTHERAN PRAYER CHAIN LIST 
 
For those who do not have a newly revised prayer chain list, 
please contact the church office or grab a copy located in the 
church narthex as you leave Worship.    
 
Thank you for all your faithful prayers.  



     
Our monthly WELCA meeting was held on Wednesday, December 5, 
2018. 
 
 1.  The Secretary's minutes were approved and accepted, as writ-
ten.  Thank you notes were received and read from the Li'l Farm for our 
donation of $700 to their mission as well as a letter from the Pinky 
Swear Foundation for our gift of $600 to them which were the proceeds 
from our quilt drawing. 
  
2.  The Treasurer's report was read and approved.  The opening balance 
was $6,322.43; income was $2,678.26, expenses were $2,515.01 
(which included Christmas gifts of $100 to the four area assisted living/
nursing homes as well as Scrip gift cards for the Giving Tree,  leaving a 
balance of $6,485.68.  The final 
profit from our Fall Pork Dinner was $1,081.26 which was a little over 
$400 more than last years profit, thanks to all the generous donations 
from our congregation.  
  
3.  Old Business: 
  
    a.  WELCA Sunday is December 23rd.  Servers for that day include 
Sharon and Noel Petit.  Donations of Christmas cookies are requested 
for coffee fellowship following the service.   
  
    b.  Quilt Needs: 
  
        (1)  Baptism Quilts:  We have seven on hand; 3 boy and 4 girl 
quilts.   
        (2)  Wedding Quilts:  There is one on hand.  Another one will be 
completed after binding.  We discussed how we can get more wedding 
quilts ready in order to be prepared for possible upcoming weddings. 
        (3)  Graduation Quilts: All quilts have been assigned and are being 
worked on for our six graduates.  Three are already completed. 
        (4)  Habitat for Humanity: Marilyn will look into seeing if there is a 
local project. 
        (5)  Veteran Quilts:  Tabled. 
         
                                                                       Continue next page~ 
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Cont~     
 
 
c.  Service and Mission Updates: 
  
        - Kitchen updates:  Julie will continue to purchase those items from Cost-
Co that are available through them.  We will be checking kitchen supplies for the 
ongoing Advent Soup Suppers.   
        - Block of the Month: Next meeting is this Saturday, December 15th.  Now 
looking ahead to year 2019.  No firm plans but considering options. Request put-
ting an article in the Vine and Branches noting that 14 quilts were donated 
for this year's Quilt Bingo.  Of those 14, 10 of them were donated by Block of 
the Month quilters.  Wonderful help from them. 
        - Bundles of Love: Donation to this mission will be delivered soon to St. 
Pat's Catholic Church in Oak Grove. 
        - Volunteers to maintain:  Sewing Cart - Judy Nelson 
                                            Donation Bin - Nancy and Mary Kay 
                                            Quilt Bingo Door Prizes:  Marcie and Jane 
                                            Stash Sale Items:  Kathy and Shelly 
                                            Pet Beds:  Sharon and Judy 
  
    d.  Updates from previous agenda: 
  
        a.  New WELCA President:  Discussed who would take on this posi-
tion.  Some of our members are still considering. 
        b.  Checks have been sent out to our area missions for Christmas. 
        c.  Confirmation Stoles: We will get an update at next month's meeting. 
        d.  All the flannel baby blankets that have been made will be delivered to 
Li'l Farm.  Their garage sale was held on 7-8 December at the Catholic Parish 
Hall. 
   
    e.  New Business:  Looking Ahead: 
        (1)  WELCA Annual Report.  Mary Kay will draft and forward to Barb for ap-
proval; Sharon will furnish the Annual Treasurer Report. 
        (2)  Donation to the Church:  Tabled until our January meeting. 
        (3)  Barb received an email message from a woman from Huntsville, Texas 
who made a quilt for a child; she requested that this quilt be given to a needy 
child rather than someone purchasing it or raffling it off.  Barb will continue to be 
in contact with this woman. 
    
Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 2, 2019.  Any woman, 
friend, or member of Fish Lake Lutheran is welcome to all or any part of our 
day.   
  
Our meeting was concluded with the Lord's Prayer. 
  
Respectfully submitted, Mary Kay Linder 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

Office Closed 

 

Happy New 

Year. 

2 

WELCA 9:00 am- Noon 

Staff Meeting 11:00 am 

Faith Weavers 

5:00 - 6:00 pm  

Confirmation & TIM 

Team 6:00 - 7:00 pm  

3 

 

 

 

6    Epiphany of Our Lord 

 

WAPO Retreat 

 

Choir Rehearsal resumes  

9:00 am 

Worship Service  

10:00 am  

7 

 

8 

 

 

 

 

Audit Meeting  

6:30 pm 

9 

 Council Meeting 

 7:00 pm 

Faith Weavers 

5:00 - 6:00 pm  

Confirmation & TIM 

Team 6:00 - 7:00 pm  

10 

 

13   Baptism of Our Lord 

 

Choir 9:00 am 

Worship Service 10:00 am 

 

Adult Classes begin-Priorities 

9:00 am & 4:00 pm  

 

Annual Meeting (after service)  

 

14 

 

15 

 

Deadline for Vine 

and Branches 

16 

 

Staff Meeting 11:00 am 

 

Faith Weavers 

5:00 - 6:00 pm  

Confirmation & TIM 

Team 6:00 - 7:00 pm  

 

 

17 

 

 

 

20   Second Epiphany 

 

Choir 9:00 am 

Worship Service 10:00 am 

 

Adult Classes begin-Mexican 

Border Issues 

9:00 am & 4:00 pm  

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

 

 

Faith Weavers 

5:00 - 6:00 pm  

Confirmation & TIM 

Team 6:00 - 7:00 pm  

24 

 

27 Third Epiphany 

 

Choir  9:00 am 

Worship Service 10:00 am  

Adult Classes-Homosexuality 

9:00 am & 4:00 pm  

28 

 

 

29 

 

 

30 

  

Faith Weavers 

5:00 - 6:00 pm  

Confirmation & TIM 

Team 6:00 - 7:00 pm  

31 

 

  

January 2019 



Thursday Friday Saturday 

4 

 

5 

WAPO Retreat 

 

11 12 

 

 

18 

 

19 

 

Block of the Month 

8:30 am  

 

 

25 

 

26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering Counters 
2  Rick & Deb Lofboom, Cindy Blesener 
9  Joel & Katie Santjer, Nancy Hoffman 
16  Julie Osborne, Laurie Knutson 
23  Mary Street & Arnie Ricke 
30      Council Members 

 
Coffee Hosts 

6 Cookie Jar 
13  Confirmation/Sunday School 
20       Tim Team 
27  WELCA— Carol Cimbura, Mary                 

 Bryson, Jan Pape, Wanda Ahlman 
 

Ushers 
Jan 6 - Kelli Klein 
Jan 13 - Patton Family 
Jan 20 - Candy McColley & Shelly Lustig 
Jan 27 - Tom Neiman & Tony Wicklund  
Dec 30 - Deanna & Kinsley Wilson 
         

Sunday Morning Schedule 
     10:00 a.m. Worship  

Refreshments and Fellowship 
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Sunday School Calendar:  
 
MONTHLY SCHEDULE 
1st week - Oh Sing To Me Lord (Children sing), Veggie Tale Video & Snack 
2nd week - Cooking with Christ 
3rd week - Goofy Games with God 
4th week - Crafty Christian Creations 

           YOUTH SUNDAYS!! 
 

In case you haven't heard, the second Sunday of each 
month is Youth Sunday at Fish Lake!  On these days we 
will have more contemporary music (leaning toward rec-
orded music with visuals), and participation from our 
younger Fish Lakers in roles such as reading, serving 
Communion, and ushering.  Come and get involved in this 
fresh, modern-feeling worship! 

WANTED! 
Ushers, acolytes, worship assistants, readers,  

coffee hosts, and communion assistants. 
 

Please contact the church office if you are  
willing to serve in any of these areas.  

Thank you! 
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                    Tidd Bits   

 

Dear Youth of Fish Lake Lutheran Church~ 

Thank you so much for the great plate of cookies you brought us last Sunday. 

We felt bad we missed you – We so appreciate your kindness and caring.   Have 

a blessed and wonderful Christmas! 

Dick & Jan Burda 

_____________________________________ 

 

Quilt Bingo  - 2018  - Share your story~ 

 “Fall Fancy”  

The quilt will be used by family.  I like to change out my quilts by sea-

sons. Sometimes this quilt will be used to keep warm, other times it will 

be displayed in a wall hanger.  This is a beautiful Fall quilt with colors 

that flow together. Gives you the feeling of leaves falling.   Fran Bator 

_______________________________________ 

 

Shalom Donates $15,000 to the Salvation Army!  

The Shalom Gift Shop recently donated $15,000.00 to the Salvation Army to 

help provide Thanksgiving food boxes as well as other needs of families in 

Isanti County. Shalom wants to Thank the community for the generous dona-

tions of merchandise that are sold at the store.  

_____________________________________ 

 

Did you know?  

The money that WELCA receives at the coffee table on the 4th Sunday of each 

month is donated to the area food shelves. Your donation benefits many people 

in our community. Also, WELCA ask for you to consider bringing food dona-

tions throughout the month; and these donations will also be brought to the ar-

ea food shelf. (Many Thanks to Tom Anderson and Robin Graham for their willing-

ness to deliver these goods).  :-) 



Present:  Steve Mettling, Clarke Street, Galen Yates, Bev Zachrison,  
Barb Sauer 
 
Devotion:  Barb Sauer 
 
Affirmations:  Chris and Hope Tanko, Jenny Skiba, Maggie Hubbling, Mary 
Diehl and Elizabeth Huslid for their work on the Christmas Pageant.  It was so 
very well done.  To Cindy Blesener for playing for the Children’s Christmas 
Program and the Choir Cantata.  Also to LaDonna Olson and the choir for their 
work on the Cantata. 
Tim and Sue Kane for the donation of Wooden Pallets for our Holiday Decora-
tions. 
Judy Nelson for her work on the Thanksgiving Worship Altar Decorations, and 
her work in organizing the Christmas Decorations for our Hanging of the 
Greens Worship Service. Also to those who helped Judy prepare for that  
service.   
Connie Smegal and Mary Kay Lindner for their work organizing and coordinat-
ing our Annual Pork Dinner.  And for all the volunteers who helped prepare, 
cook, serve, and cleanup those two days.  To all those who volunteered to cook 
and serve at our Advent Soup Suppers, and to Noel Petit for his singing of 
Holden Evening Prayer, and for his all-around tech-savvy and willingness to 
help. 
 
Financial Reports:  Ladonna presented our monthly financial report.  Re-
viewed and accepted as written. 
 
Pastor Report:  Attended a required Synod Boundaries Retreat on Nov. 1, in 
St. Paul.  The Pork Dinner was on the 7th.  On Nov. 21 lead a worship service 
for the residents of Grace Pointe in Cambridge.  On Nov. 26, spend the morning 
at the North Branch Schools helping with their Teacher Workday.   
Hospital visits, 1 Home Visits 6, Communion 4, Worship 5, Continuing Educa-
tion 1, Baptism 1, Funeral 1.   
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Committee Reports: 
 
Audit Committee: Bev Zachrison, Shelly Putz.  Will meet on Jan. 8, to do 
Year End Review and Reports. 
 
Children, Youth and Family:  Pastor Amanda.  Updates on the Faithweavers, 
Advent Suppers and Services, Tim Team.   
 
Evangelism, Stewardship:   Committees did not meet this month, with some 
plans being made to meet together with the Worship and Music Committee in 
Jan.   
 
Worship and Music Committee:  Coordinated their work for the Advent Ser-
vices with Pastor Amanda. 
 
Social Ministry:  Pastor Amanda reported on their current activities; Reverse 
Advent Calendar, Giving Tree, African Scholarship Dinner Planning in May. 
 
WELCA:  Work continues on our Quilt Projects.  Reviewed assignments for 
the Annual Report 
 
Old Business:  Deb Robinson continue to be on Leave of Absence. Update in 
January. Scholarships will be awarded in January as applications are complet-
ed. 
 
New Business:  St. Paul Synod Giving Statement Reviewed.  Chisago County 
Forfeited Land Sale Letter was reviewed.  This pertains to the 30 acres directly 
across from the Church on Co. Rd. 8. 
 
Discussed Annual Reports.  These are due into the Office on Dec. 30th.   
 
Respectfully Submitted:  Barb Sauer  
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Shalom Thrift Shop 
Are you a family in need of some financial assistance, or do 
know of a family that is?  Members of Fish Lake Lutheran 
volunteer their time at the Shalom Thrift Store in Cambridge.  
Because of the generosity of  their time, Fish Lake Lutheran re-
ceives funds each month to help families with financial strug-
gles.  Please contact Pastor Amanda Applehans or the church office 
if you, or someone you know, could benefit this service.  
 

 

Deadline for Vine and Branches Articles are due by the 

15th of every month.  Please submit by or before the 

15th of each to ensure a highlighted spot in the Newsletter.  You can 
email your messages (articles in Word doc (preferable) to:  
office@fishlakelutheran.org or by calling Admin Barb at 651-674-4252  
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Sacrament of Holy Baptism 
Congratulations to our recent baptismal candidates— 

 
Synneva Ruth Cedergren 
Born: 11/16/2018 
Parents: Rick & Sara Cedergren 
Baptized: 12/30/2018 
 
Greta Marie Brever 
Born: 9/3/2018 
Parents: Amilynn & Michael Brever 
Baptized: 12/30/2018 



MEMORIALS 

Fish Lake Lutheran gives many thanks for the gift received in memory of:  
James Berg by Wanda Larson; Bonnie Mettling, and Pamela West. 

Praise be to God for the lives and memories of loved ones lost! 
All who contributed to these funds: 

• Cemetery Fund—$6,122.00was given so far this year in support of maintaining 
our Cemetery. 

• Building Fund—$25,215.00 was given was given so far this year in support of 
maintaining our building and grounds. 

• General Fund through Simply Giving—$14,655.00 was given so far this year 
through electronic giving.  

2018 FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP AT FISH LAKE LUTHERAN 

Date Actual  
Offering 

Budgeted 
Offering 

Percent Above/Below 
Budget 

     

December 2nd 3317.00 3257.00 102% 60.00 

December 9th  3286.00 3257.00 101% 29.00 

December 16th  7240.00 3257.00 222% 3983.00 

December 23rd 6664.29 3257.00 205% 3,407.29 

December 24th  
Christmas Eve 

1192.00 N/A N/A 1192.00 

2018 YEAR TO 
DATE 

166,458.89 169,364.00 98% (2905.11) 
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The 12 poinsettias 
around the  

altar are given… 
 

 

 
   In memory of: 
 

Family & Friends— Steve & Bonnie Mettling 

Parents ,Grandparents, brother & a sister.— 

Noel & Sharon Petit 

Orville & Lorraine Anderson– Pam West 

Keith O Melham, Erwin & Esther Megard—Ann Melham 

Dan & Dorothy Hoffman, — Nancy Hoffman 

Frances Blomster, Grant Blomster— 

Galen Blomster/Sharolyn Peterson 

Kathleen Knutson—Mark & Laurie Knutson 

Doris Gilquist - Shelly Lustig 

 

  
 




