
Before I went to seminary to become a pastor, I spent two years as a youth director at St. 

Olaf Lutheran Church in Fort Dodge, Iowa.  It was a very formative experience for me, 

making me both the person and the pastor that I am today.  One of the most important 

aspects of that job for my theological formation was my interaction with the Senior 

Pastor, Reverend David Grindberg.  Pastor Dave taught me so much about Lutheran 

theology, and gave me my first opportunities to preach and to teach scripture and 

theology. 

One of the main things Pastor Dave was committed to while I was with him was teaching 

me how to properly distinguish the law and gospel.  If you’ve hung around in Lutheran 

circles for very long I’m sure you’ve heard of the distinction between the law and gospel 

– it is at the very heart of Luther’s understanding that took him on the journey that began 

the Lutheran church.  Properly distinguishing the law and gospel can be difficult, but it is 

the core of doing theology as a Lutheran. 

As we have begun this series on current ethical questions, I have been having a difficult 

time writing sermons that focus on these issues.  Not because I don’t think we should talk 

about them (I think we definitely should).  I find it difficult because of how I view 

preaching and the distinction between law and gospel.  So, I thought I’d share a little 

with you so you will know why these sermons are a bit different than most I preach.  So, 

this article is going to be a nutshell version of law and gospel, and their uses in theology 

and practice.   

The law is God’s first word to us.  It is a word that has two different functions in this 

world – it curbs bad behavior and it drives us to Christ.  So, take the commandments, for 

instance.  The commandments restrain all our baser instincts – to steal, murder, slander, 

and betray.  But, the commandments also show us how much we need God – if we can’t 

live up even to these 10 simple rules for life (and be honest, how many of us can?) how 

are we ever going to make our way to God? 
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This is where the gospel comes in.  The gospel is God’s second, and final, word 

for us.  The Gospel is the knowledge that “while we were still sinners, Christ died 

for us,” (Romans 5:8).  We can’t live up to the law, we see that in the way we fight 

our sinful urges every day.  But, even while we despair of making our way to 

God, God comes to us, telling us that Christ has already done all that is necessary 

to build that relationship with God.  Jesus Christ has brought eternal life and re-

lationship with God to us, even though we don’t deserve it. 

This place, then, is where I see us doing ethics.  Starting from this place of ac-

knowledging that we are all sinners, but sinners who are loved, sinners for whom 

Christ has died.  I believe this great love of God is a love for all the world (John 

3:16).  And, the love that God has for us is a love that is always working its way 

out from us into the world that God so loves.   

The major gift I see in this way of coming at things is the starting point.  As Lu-

therans we get to begin our ethical conversations with an understanding that we 

are all sinful, and the world we live in is a broken place as well.  That sounds 

bleak at first, but this knowledge means that we can look at our world with open 

eyes.  We can see things as they are, but still hold the tension that, in Christ, we 

and our whole world has been redeemed and made new.  There is a promise that 

beyond this world there will be something perfect, clean, and full of truly new 

and abundant life.  So, when we look at this world we can see it, warts and 

all.  Then instead of trying to gloss over the problems we can take them head on, 

knowing that every small win we can make for our neighbors in need is a step in 

the right direction, but the ultimate battle has already been won in Christ.  It 

leaves space to try something, fail, and get back up and try something else.  It 

gives us the freedom to truly consider what might be best for another, knowing 

that our eternal life is held safely with Christ.   

I love Lutheran theology.  I have found it to consistently be the most honest and 

life-giving way to look at this world and to look at our God.  I hope you are en-

joying looking at the problems in our world through with this law/gospel frame-

work.  Know that I invite your conversation at our weekly adult classes at 9:00am 

and 4:00pm on Sundays, through e-mail or phone conversation, or in person if 

you would like to stop by or set up an appointment.   

Blessings!  Pastor Amanda 
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                                   A message from Sr. LaDonna 
 
This month I want to share a reflection I came across that I find just delightful.   I hope you enjoy 
it as well.  
 
Lindy Thompson: thoughts on the spiritual journey￼ 
 
I Go to Sing  
might be exhausted and the children might be cranky, 
but I will be going to church on Sunday. 
Don’t know who is preaching, doesn’t matter – 
the sermon may be helpful or not, holds my attention or doesn’t – 
it’s the singing. I go to sing. I get up, get clean, get dressed, 
possibly get mad (at not-ready kids, at empty coffee pot, at traffic) 
get going, get there, get seated, get comfortable, get focused and when the music starts, get 
saved. It’s the singing. I go to sing. 
 
It’s the willingness to stand if you are able, 
the common agreement on page number, 
the voluntary sharing of songbooks with people on your row, 
even ones you rode there with – but most of all, 
it’s the collective in-breath before the first sound is made, 
the collective drawing upon the grace of God, 
the collective, if inadvertent, admission  
that we are all human,  all fragile,  
all in need of the sustaining air, freely dispensed, 
all in need of each other to get the key right and not sound discordant –- 
it’s the hidden life-celebration in the act of making a joyful noise,  
all together. 
 
We don’t even have to sound that good. 
Singing together still brings home the we-ness of worship, the not-alone-ness of life in God,  
the best of all we have to offer each other. 
When we are singing, I think that I might actually be able to forgive you 
for being so terribly human, and you might be able to forgive me for being so terribly not there 
yet, and we might be able to find peace now, not postpone it for some heavenly hereafter but 
live and breathe it today, drawing in the grace of God, voicing out our need and hope and grati-
tude and longing. When we are singing, I can feel the better world coming, and if I get to be a 
part of it, you do too . . . so sing with me, and we’ll make our way down that blessed road togeth-
er, 
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     North Branch Hall of Fame Inductees 
 

Two people from our Fish Lake Lutheran family were honored at the 
NBHS Viking Hall of Fame and they are: Craig Mettling and Maggie 
Lofboom. These inductees are recognized for their positive contributions to 
the NB Area Public Schools athletics and fine arts activities. This year’s in-
ductees also included Larry Brodin, Dan Schindler, and Beth Howard Carl-
son. The Induction ceremony took place at half time of the boys’ basketball 
game on January 11th at the high school. Here is biographical information 
about Craig and Maggie. 

 
Craig was a 1965 graduate of NBHS where he earned multiple varsi-

ty letters. He was an all-around individual who was active in cross country, 
basketball, student council, class play and track. During his senior year, 
Mettling was in the class play and was student council president. He was 
respected by his peers and as such was voted Homecoming king. Also his 
senior year, Mettling was co-captain and led the basketball team to the dis-
trict championship. Mettling was not only the leading scorer for NB but 
was the leading scorer for the entire conference, and was named to the all-
tournament post-season team. 

 
Mettling was recruited and received a full scholarship to continue his 

studies and basketball career at Upper Iowa University in Fayette, Iowa. He 
attended college for two years before deciding to leave school to enlist in 
the service in 1968. While serving a tour in Vietnam in 1969, he was killed in 
action. Being a Viking meant the world to Craig.  Accepting his award was 
Craig’s brother, Steve, and Craig’s daughter. 

Maggie is a 2001 graduate of NBHS where she earned multiple let-
ters in basketball. During her time at NB she was a member of the 2001 Sec-
tion 7AA champions and state runner-up basketball team that went 29-3. 
She was selected to be a member of the “Academic All State Basketball 
Team.” 

  

Page 4 



 
Lofboom’s  other love was music. She was All-Conference three 

times in choir and was selected to be a member of the All State Choir 
twice. In addition, Lofboom was selected as a participant in the MN Music 
Educators Association summer workshop at Gustavus College. 

 
Other high school musical accomplishments include earning superi-

or ratings for soprano solo and in Solo/Ensemble for three years. She also 
received the National School Choral Award her senior year. 

 
Other activities Lofboom was active in were volleyball, Internation-

al Club, math league, student advisory, weight training, Knowledge Bowl, 
National Honor Society, SADD, fall musicals “Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat” and “Broadway Showstoppers.” 

 
After graduation, Lofboom attended Augsburg College from 2001-2005 
where she was an active member in multiple choirs and the lead part in 
the 2003 fall musical “Pirates of Penzance.” Lofboom graduated magna 
cum laude in 2005 with departmental honors in music. She continued her 
musical studies attending the University of Minnesota School of Music. 
She earned a  Master’s Degree in Vocal Performance. While at the U of M 
she participated in four more musical productions. Since college Lofboom 
continues to perform in countless operatic productions with the MN 
Opera at the Ordway and also with Mixed Precipitation. 
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The family of Marcie Whitman invites you to 
share in the celebration of her 90th birthday 
after the worship service Sunday, March 17th at 
11:00 am.  A light lunch will be served. Come 
and share good memories and help us make 
new ones.  Let those memories be your gift. 

      ~Notes of Gratitude to WELCA~ 
 
Lil Farm: We are grateful to  Fish Lake -  WELCA ladies for their 
$700.00 donation on October 18, 2018.   
 **Sr Francette & I were at the Corn Feed and we admire the work that 
went into the making of the quilts by so many gifted women! Thank 
you for hosting the bingo and sharing your winnings with us at Lil 
Farm!   Sister Margaret Roozer, SSNP 
 
Pinkswear Foundation: Thank you for your generous gift in support of 
our  mission to help kids with cancer and their families in your commu-
nity and across the country! Alision E Roberts, CFRE 
 
Cambridge Food Shelf:  Thank you so much for collecting 183 pounds of 
dry goods  for the Christmas Holiday. We really appreciate you for 
helping serve the community! 
 
Family Pathways: Thank you for your generous gift of $205.00 to help 
hunger relief. Thank you for standing by the community in need.  



February Schedule 
 

Sunday, February 3rd 
Adult Classes-Abortion  9:00 am & 4:00 pm 

Worship 10:00 am 
 

Wednesday, February 6th 
WELCA 9:00 am -12:00 pm 

Faith Weavers 5:00 - 6:00 pm  
                     Confirmation & TIM Team 6:00 - 7:00 pm    

 
Sunday, February 10th 

Adult Classes-Death Penalty 9:00 am & 4:00 pm 
Worship 10:00 am 

 
Saturday, February 16th  

Block of the Month 8:30 am 
First Communion Retreat 2:00 - 4:00 pm 

 
Sunday, February 17th 

Adult Classes-Suicide 9:00 am & 4:00 pm 
Worship/First Communions10:00 am 

 
Tuesday, February 19th 

New Members Class 7:00 pm 
 

Wednesday, February 20th 
Staff Meeting 11:00 am 

 
Saturday, February 23rd 

TIM Team Lock-in 
Conference Assembly & Toolkit 

 
Sunday, February 24th 

Worship 10:00 am 
 

Wednesday,  February 27th 
Confirmation 6:00 - 7:00 pm 
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                             Shalom Thrift Shop 
Are you a family in need of some financial assistance, or do 
know of a family that is?  Members of Fish Lake Lutheran 
volunteer their time at the Shalom Thrift Store in Cambridge.  
Because of the generosity of  their time, Fish Lake Lutheran  
receives funds each month to help families with financial 
struggles. **Anyone who is a furloughed federal worker due 

to the recent government shutdown- please don’t hesitate to 
contact Pastor Amanda Applehans or the church office if you, or 
someone you know, could benefit this service.  
    

 

Deadline for Vine and Branches Articles are due by the 

15th of every month.  Please submit by or before the 

15th of each to ensure a highlighted spot in the Newsletter.  You can 
email your messages (articles in Word doc (preferable) to:  
office@fishlakelutheran.org or by calling Admin Barb at 651-674-4252  
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The Communications Team  Where are YOU?  The weekly emails 
are a great avenue to know what is happening at Fish Lake in the com-
ing week!  If you or someone you know would like to be included on 
this weekly email then -- please call the office 651-674-4252 and leave 
your email address, and we will add you to our list of contacts.  Pass 
this information along to anyone else you know who maybe interest-
ed! 



MEMORIALS 

Fish Lake Lutheran gives many thanks for the gift received in memory of:   
Praise be to God for the lives and memories of loved ones lost! 

All who contributed to these funds: 

• Cemetery Fund—$188.00 was given so far this year in support of maintaining 
our Cemetery. 

• Building Fund—$60.00 was given was given so far this year in support of 
maintaining our building and grounds. 

• General Fund through Simply Giving—$1,225.00 was given so far this year 
through electronic giving.  

 

2019 FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP AT FISH LAKE LUTHERAN 

Date Actual  
Offering 

Budgeted 
Offering 

Percent Above/Below 
Budget 

     

December 24th 1192.00 N/A N/A 1192.00 

December 30th 2056.00 3257.00 63% (1201.00) 

January 6th  3226.10 3395.00 95% (168.90) 

January 13th 2446.00 3395.00 72% (949.00) 

January 20th 1332.02 3395.00 39% (2,062.98) 

2019 YEAR TO 
DATE 

6799.02 10,185.00 67% (3,385.98) 
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    Our monthly WELCA meeting was held on Wednesday, January 2, 2019. 
 1.  The Secretary's minutes were approved and accepted, as written.  Thank 
you notes were received and read from Family Pathways for our donation to 
their Hunger Relief Services; from Bickford of North Branch, Ecumen, and Prai-
rie Cottages for our donation to their Christmas parties, from Maranda and Dyl-
an Fessenden for their wedding quilt, and a note of thanks from a Fish Lake 
member for the services we give to the activities of the church.  The 2018 
WELCA annual report that was submitted was read. 
  
2.  The Treasurer's report was read and approved.  The opening balance was 
$6,485.68; income was $2,120.00, expenses were $201.55,  leaving a balance 
of $8,404.13.  The Annual Financial Report was distributed and reviewed. 
  
3.  Old Business: 
  
    a.  WELCA Sunday is January 27th.  Servers for that day include Carol Cim-
bura, Mary Bryson, Jan Pape, and Wanda Ahlman.   
  
    b.  Quilt Needs: 
  
        (1)  Baptism Quilts:  We have seven on hand.   
        (2)  Wedding Quilts:  There is one on hand.  Another one will be complet-
ed after binding.   
        (3)  Graduation Quilts: All quilts have been assigned and are being 
worked on for our six graduates.  
        (4)  Habitat for Humanity: Mary Kay will contact the local Habitat for Hu-
manity office to see if there is an ongoing project in our area.  Considered help-
ing out financially. 
        (5)  Veteran Quilts:  Tabled. 
         
    c.  Service and Mission Updates: 
  
        - Kitchen updates:  Julie will continue to purchase those items from Cost-
Co that are available through them.     
        - Block of the Month: Next meeting is this Saturday, January 19th.   
        - Bundles of Love: Donation to this mission will be delivered soon to St. 
Pat's Catholic Church in Oak Grove. 
        - Volunteers to maintain:  Sewing Cart - Judy Nelson 
                                            Donation Bin - Nancy and Mary Kay 
                                            Quilt Bingo Door Prizes:  Marcie and Jane 
                                            Stash Sale Items:  Kathy and Shelly 
                                            Pet Beds:  Sharon and Judy 
   
                                                                            Continue next page~ 
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    d.  Updates from previous agenda: 
  
        a.  New WELCA President:  For the time being, Sharon Petit and Kathy 
Lodin will share the responsibilities.  Barb will continue with the projects she has 
managed in the past. 
        b. Confirmation Stoles: We will get an update at next month's meeting. 
        c.  A donation of $1,000 was approved to purchase propane for the church. 
          
    e.  New Business:  Looking Ahead: 
        (1)  A monthly article will be submitted for the Vines and Branches promot-
ing WELCA and all the various areas we are involved in. 
        (2)  The Isanti 4H club has asked to use the church for a quilt workshop. 
          
 Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 6, 2019.  Any woman, 
friend, or member of Fish Lake Lutheran is welcome to all or any part of our 
day.   
  
Our meeting was concluded with the Lord's Prayer. 
  
Respectfully submitted, Mary Kay Linder 
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                                  Message from Sharon Petit 
 
Africa Group will be teaching Sunday School and Faithweaver 
children about Wasa, our Companion Congregation in Tanzania, 
Africa. Dates Sundays February 17,24, and March 3 which will be 
Africa Sunday in worship, and Wednesdays February 13, 20 and 
27.  
Both groups will sing in worship on March 3rd, (Africa Sunday).   
The children will make traditional musical shakers, learn songs to 
sing on Africa Sunday and learn about life in Wasa, Tanzania, Af-
rica. Please bring your children and invite their friends. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

3 Fourth Epiphany 

  

Choir 9:00am 

Adult Classes-Abortion 

9:00am & 4:00pm  

Worship Service  

10:00am  

4 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

6 

WELCA 9:00 am-Noon 

Staff Meeting 11:00am 

 

Faith Weavers 

5:00 - 6:00pm  

Confirmation & TIM 

Team 6:00 - 7:00pm  

7 

 

10   Fifth Epiphany 

 

Choir 9:00 am 

Adult Classes– Death Penalty 

9:00am & 4:00pm  

Worship Service 10:00am 

 

Fish Lake Family Snow Day! 

After service - Come one, come all 

 

11 

 

12 

 

 

13 

 

 

 

 

 

Faith Weavers 

5:00 - 6:00pm  

Confirmation & TIM 

Team 6:00 - 7:00pm  

14 

 

 

 

17   Sixth Epiphany 

 

Choir 9:00 am 

Adult Classes– Suicide 

9:00am & 4:00pm  

Worship Service /First  

Communion 10:00am 

 

 

18 

 

19 

 

New Member Class 

7:00pm 

20 

 

Staff Meeting 11:00am 

 

Faith Weavers 

5:00 - 6:00pm  

Confirmation & TIM 

Team 6:00 - 7:00pm  

21 

 

24   Seventh Epiphany 

 

Choir  9:00am 

Worship Service 10:00am  

 

25 

 

 

26 

 

 

27 

  

Confirmation  

6:00 - 7:00pm  

28 

 

  

February 2019 



Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

 

2 

 

8 9 

 

 

15 

 

Deadline for 

Vine & 

Branches 

16 

 

Block of the Month 

8:30 am  

 

1st Communion 

Retreat 2:00 -4:00pm 

22 

 

23 

 

TIM Team Lock-in 

 

Conference Assembly 

& Congregational 

Toolkit  

8:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering Counters 
3  Rick & Deb Lofboom, Cindy Blesener 
10  Joel & Katie Santjer, Nancy Hoffman 
17  Julie Osborne, Laurie Knutson 
24  Mary Street & Arnie Ricke 
 

 
Coffee Hosts 

3 Cookie Jar 
10      Confirmation/Sunday School 
17        Tim Team 
24  WELCA— Marcie Whitman, Jane   
         Chapman, Marilyn Putz, Judy Nelson 
 

Ushers 
3      Kelli Klein  
10  Meagher family  
16 Skiba family  
24 Barb & Dave Schumann  
         

Sunday Morning Schedule 
     10:00 a.m. Worship  

Refreshments and Fellowship 
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Sunday School Calendar:  
 
MONTHLY SCHEDULE 
1st week - Oh Sing To Me Lord (Children sing), 
Veggie Tale Video & Snack 
2nd week - Cooking with Christ 
3rd week - Goofy Games with God 
4th week - Crafty Christian Creations 

           YOUTH SUNDAYS!! 
 

In case you haven't heard, the second Sunday of each 
month is Youth Sunday at Fish Lake!  On these days we 
will have more contemporary music (leaning toward rec-
orded music with visuals), and participation from our 
younger Fish Lakers in roles such as reading, serving 
Communion, and ushering.  Come and get involved in this 
fresh, modern-feeling worship! 

WANTED! 
Ushers, acolytes, worship assistants, readers,  

coffee hosts, and communion assistants. 
 

Please contact the church office if you are  
willing to serve in any of these areas.  

Upcoming in the near future! 
New Usher Training  - watch for details in the 
Sundays announcement and weekly email  
 - coming soon!  
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   Synod Assembly  & Toolkit      

            Saturday, February 23rd     

 

Tool Kit for Congregational Leaders is an annual gathering for congregational 

leaders. After a day of workshops and networking, leaders go back to their con-

gregations equipped with new resources, ideas, connections, and friends! 

  

2019 Tool Kit for Congregational Leaders 

In 2019, the Saint Paul Area Synod Conference Assemblies and Tool Kit for 

Congregational Leaders have been combined into one event. Rostered and lay 

leaders are invited to gather on February 23 at Augustana Lutheran Church in 

West St. Paul. The morning will include worship and the business of Confer-

ence Assemblies. After lunch, congregational leaders will attend workshops de-

signed to equip them with new resources, ideas, and connections to bring back 

to their congregation. Anyone in leadership in your faith community is wel-

come! 

  

Schedule 

8:00am Check-In (Pre-registration required) 

9:00am Worship 

10:15am Conference Caucuses 

11:00am Lunch 

Noon Tool Kit Session 1 

1:30pm Tool Kit Session 2 

2:45pm Departure 

  

Workshops 

There will be 14 workshops at the 2019 Tool Kit. Ranging from topics such as 

church safety and psychological first aid to re-designing a website and congre-

gational stewardship, there is something for everyone. A full list of workshops 

and descriptions can be found here (PDF). 

https://www.spas-elca.org/events/tool-kit-congregational-leaders/ 

 



  Karibu Afrika     

        
Swahili 101 

Swahili is the official language of Tanzania and is spoken mainly along the East African coast as well 
as many of the islands off of the east coast. Swahili derives from the Arabic word for “coast people”. 
When speaking Swahili stress is usually on the second to the last syllable of the word. 
 
Pronouncing vowels is different than we are used to. The letter A is a short A as in “Pat”. The letter E 
is a long A as in “Pay”. The letter I is a long E as in “Feet”. The letter O is a long O as in “More”. And 
the letter U is pronounced as in “Soon”. 
 
Greetings: 
 Hello = hujambo Good morning = habari za asubuhi Thank you = asante 
 Welcome – karibu Please = tafadhaliGood night = lala salama 
 Sorry = samahani God Bless You = Mungu Akubariki 
 
Counting 0-10: 
 Zero = sufuri One = moja Two = mbili Three = tatu Four = nne
 Five = tano 
 Six = sita Seven = saba Eight = nane Nine = tisa Ten = kumi 
 
Family: 
 Mother = mama Father = baba Grandfather = babu Grandmother = bibi 
 Husband = mume Wife = mke Family = ukoo Child = mtoto Children = Watoto 
 
Animals: 
 Baboon = nyani Cheetah = duma     Cow = ng’ombe Dog = mbwa 
 Elephant = tembo Giraffe = twiga  Hippopotamus = kiboko 
 Hyena = fisi Kudu = tandala  Lion = simba Pig = nguruwe 
 Warthog = ngiri Zebra = punda milia 
 
Each time I go there I tell myself that I’m going to learn how to speak it better. I still only know bits 
and pieces of it, but every little bit helps to be able to recognize some of what is being said. But lis-
tening to the natives speak this language is truly beautiful! 
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~Message from Sharon Petit~ 

There are a lot of misconceptions about T1D and people living with the disease 

spend a lot of time clearing them up: No, you can’t prevent it. Yes, it requires 

constant management. My granddaughter, Hannah is 12 years old and at 22 

months old she was diagnosed  with Type1 Diabetes. Over the years she has had 

challenges with the disease and she and her family have done their best to make 

her life as normal as possible. Thanks to JDRF who raises money for research for 

a cure as well as making the lives of those who suffer with the illness more com-

fortable. I will again be participating in the Walk for a Cure on February 23rd at 

Mall of America. In order to help raise money for the Cure I have made a quilt 

which I will raffle. The tickets are $5 each or 3 for $10. I also accept donations. 

Checks made out to JDRF or cash.  See me at Coffee Hour beginning January 6. 

God Bless you all, 

Sharon Petit  

        Winter Weather Advisory 
 
In the case of inclement weather where there are storm warnings for no 
travel. Please call the church office - 651-674-4252. 
 
The recorded message will inform you if the church will be closed for that 
day.   
 
“Don’t be caught out in the cold” 
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MEMBERS : Steve Mettling /Clarke Street /Galen Yates /Justin Ricke /Shelley 
Putz /Bev Zachrison /Barb Sauer 
 
DEVOTIONS / PRAYERS:  Galen Yates led us in devotions this month. 
 
AFFIRMATIONS : Adults on our Confirmation Retreat at WAPO:  Nicole 
Linder, Deb Robinson, Ricki Hedemark, Jen Kroschel, Jason Willking.  All 
those submitting written reports for the Annual Meeting.  LaDonna Olson for 
finalizing our financial reports for year end.  Sue Kane and Janelle Masloski for 
planning, preparing, and serving breakfast each Block of Month gathering.  For 
Pastor Amanda and Sister LaDonna for putting together our Family Christmas 
Eve Service.  Sharon Petit and Greg Smegal for excellent bookkeeping this past 
year for their respective organizations.  
 
FINANCIAL REPORTS -LADONNA  Reviewed and accepted. 
 
PASTOR REPORT  : Pastor Amanda  We had the Youth Christmas Program 
on Dec. 9, the Choir Contata on Dec. 16 and on the evening of Dec. 16, we held 
our Blue Christmas Service.  It was sparsely attended, but those who attended 
were very appreciative of the service.   
Our Christmas Eve services were 4:00 p.m. Family Christmas Service and 9:00 
p.m. Candlelight Service.  The attendance at our services were more balanced 
this year, possibly because moving the Candlelight Service earlier made more 
people choose to come to it rather than the earlier service.  Attendance was also 
higher on Sunday the 23rd, which some people may have come to then not come 
on Christmas Eve.  Hospital visits 0, Home visits, 8 with Communion 6, Wor-
ship 11 services, Vacation 1, Baptism 2,  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
AUDIT : Bev Zachrison -Year End Audit completed.  Excellent Review.   
 

 
        Continue next page~ 
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Cont. 

 
CHILDREN-YOUTH – Summary of written report from Deb Robinson.   
Faithweavers have 12-15 kids attending on Wed. Evening.  Sunday Morning 4-
10 kids attending. 
Confirmation Retreat at WAPO  10 confirmation students attended, 5 Tim 
Teamers attended and helped with the Sunday Service,  
Tim Team:  Caroling and brought cookies to Shut-Ins.  Went to Ecumen did 
Bingo and sang with the residents.  Upcoming events:  1/26 Feed by Starving 
Children, Trollhaugen Feb. 3rd with Superbowl Food Collection at Church.  
2/23 Lock-In Planned. 
 
PROPERTY -SAFETY  -Galen Yates /Justin Ricke /Steve Mettling 
Need Salt for Water Softner 
 
STEWARDSHIP /Clarke Street  Helped with putting names on the Offering 
Envelopes 
 
SOCIAL MINISTRY:  Met and are continuing work of the African Dinner 
Fund Raiser on May4.  Birthday Boxes for Lutheran Social Service. 
WELCA:  Barb Sauer:  Voted to give the church $1,000 for Propane.  Will con-
tinue to review needs of the church in the upcoming months.  Reviewed the va-
riety of ongoing Quilt Projects for our Outreach programs.   
OLD BUSINESS :  Scholarship Applications:   Pastor will remind applicants to 
submit their final form before disbursement can be made.  Continue Research 
on using Projection Screens for Worship Services.   
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Reviewed Ballots for upcoming Annual Meeting.  Leader-
ship Position Ballot from the Nominating Committee was approved.  Also ap-
proved the paper ballot for voting on our proposed 2019 Budget.   
Reviewed the Congregational Vitality Questionnaire from the Synod.  Decided 
to hand these forms out at Sunday’s Worship Service. 
 
Next Meeting:  Justin Ricke will set the next meeting and Agenda for us.   
 
CLOSE WITH THE LORDS PRAYER 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Barb Sauer 
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                         WELCA Coffee Serving Schedule for 2019 

Thank you to all members of WELCA for serving coffee the fourth Sunday of 

each month this past year.  A special thank you to the women who organized 

their “teams” for serving. Each team decides what they want to serve with 

coffee. The 3-4 women set up, serve, and clean up after coffee. It works out 

that each woman serves only once in a calendar year.  

We hope that asking for volunteers and setting up a monthly schedule will 

encourage all age groups to work together, get to know each other better, and 

give new members a chance to meet other members. If you were not asked to 

serve in 2018 please be willing to help when asked this year. If you have a 

month that works better for you to serve contact me or the monthly leader 

and we will gladly add your name to the list. 

Below is a list of women who have offered to serve as coffee organizers and 

the months they are serving. January and February have their teams "set up." 

All other months need volunteers to help serve and would appreciate your 

help. 

January 27-- Carol Cimbura, Mary Bryson, Jan Pape, Wanda Ahlman 

February 24-- Marcie Whitman, Jane Chapman, Marilyn Putz,  Judy Nelson 

March 24-- Shelly Lustig 

April 28-- Kathy Lodin 

May 26--Barb Sauer  

June 23-- Julie Osborne 

                                                                                         Continue next page~ 



              
Cont. ~ 
 
July 28-- Deb Lofboom 

August 25-- Nancy Bengtson 

September 22-- Candy McColley 

October 27-- Cindy Blesener 

November 24-- Mary Kay Linder 

December 22-- Sharon Petit 

The money that WELCA receives at the coffee table on the 4th Sunday is 

donated to the area food shelves. Your donation benefits so many people 

in our community. Also, WELCA asks you to consider bringing in food 

donations throughout the month and these donations are brought to the 

area food shelves. 

If you have questions, concerns, or ideas about serving please let me 

know. Thank you. Deb Lofboom 
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                                           Behind the Seams of WELCA 
 
 
      The Sewing Box Project: 
 

              If you give a person a fish, you will feed him for a day. 
              If you teach a person to fish you will feed him and his loved ones for 

             lifetime. 
 

     If you give a person something you made, you will bless him   
     with one gift.  If you teach a person to how to make something,   

     you will bless him with gifts of a lifetime for many people. 

 
     This project was developed with a friend after she shared that a group of people were 
involved in building and equipping a sewing center in Haiti. In the process of that con-
versation, an idea was born.  I had always wanted to spend some time in a missionary 
setting. Since I can no longer do that due to my health issues, this seemed an ideal way 
to do it. 
We wanted a project that would be useful and welcomed. We came up with a sewing 
box that could be taken to and from the sewing center and hold a number of items that 
would be useful to the budding seamstresses.  I could not think of a better way to foster 
the art of sewing in other people. 
 
It was so enjoyable for me to design and finish the box for this project. Up to 25 boxes 
were needed to accommodate the current students. So the Block of the Month quilt 
group was enlisted the help to produce enough of them to be ready by the end of Janu-
ary. With their help we did it! 
 
This sewing center was built as a partnership between World Wide Villages and varied 
congregations. Many churches sponsor missionary trips to the country and take on pro-
jects that will have a longtime positive impact on the population. The boxes will be 
transported by one of those groups. 
This center is located in Williamson, Haiti.  In coordination with the center the local 
schools have partnered up.  The classes and use of the center are offered to the students 
at both the high school and college level which leads to graduation. The classes are 
aimed at training the local students in all areas. The students help with the construction 
of the buildings with the goal to mastering carpentry and expanding the community. 
They have constructed a common use bathroom and shower building. 
 
                                                                                              Continue next page~ 
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Cont.~ 
 
We have 24 boxes ready to go and most of them have been equipped with vari-
ous items to help the gals there in their endeavors. I could still use the following 
items: 

 
There is a hope that this center will grow as students enroll in the offered clas-
ses. Therefore; the continuing supply of small bags or boxes for the student yet 
to come would be welcome. These students are hoping to develop cottage in-

dustries that will help support the student and or family. 
Future goals are to help the students become proficient enough to make their 

own uniforms that the student wears when attending class. 
 

Written by Linda Fanth, 
Block of the Month Member 

 
 
 

 
Prayer List  

Prayer list - Those fighting cancer - Those fighting cancer - Candy, Louella, Sara, 

Sharon, Bill, Mary, Jill, Janet, Sue, Nancy, Michael, Laurie, and Christina.   

Our service men and women including Sami Klein and all those who are facing 

active duty deployments. 

Those who have recently been ill or hospitalized -  Laura, Tom, Kyle, Carol, and 

Adam. 

Partner congregation – Wasa congregation in Tanzania 

All those who are grieving the loss of loved ones. 
 
All who battle depression and anxiety or any form of 
mental illness. 




