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Drive-in Worship Service each Sunday  
                           10:00 am 
 

5th    WELCA 9:00 am 
6th    Fish Lake Council Meeting 6:30 pm 
11th    Social Ministry Meeting 6:00 pm 
 

15th  Block of the Month 8:30 am 
 
With the Covid 19 pandemic       
continuing to grow in our nation, 
the church council has decided to 
continue with Drive-in Worship 
through August and possibly       
September.  On-line worship will 
also continue with Facebook Live 
streaming and You Tube video. 
 
 

Interim Progress. 

Interim Pastor John Keller  

Six months ago the church council 
called me to lead the congregation 
through the interim process.   The 
goal of the process is to call your 
next settled pastor.   I had barely 
begun the interim when the       
Covid-19 pandemic hit our nation 
and world.  Like thousands of     
congregations across our state,    
Fish Lake Lutheran shifted to        
on-line worship and Zoom meet-
ings.  In June we started drive-in 
worship and a few in-person    
meetings.  So where are we now in 
the interim process? 

Year of Renewal Interrupted 

With Pastor Amanda Applehans’       
leadership, Fish Lake had started a    
process called The Year of Renewal 
with the intention of answering 
some key questions that every     
congregation needs to ask:  What is 
God’s purpose and mission for our 
congregation?  What is God calling 
us to do and become in this time 
and place?  The plan was to create a 
new mission and vision statement 
for the congregation, something 
that hadn’t been done in over a   
decade.  

When Pastor Amanda received her 
new call to serve in Madagascar, the 
hope was to complete the Year of 
Renewal prior to starting the     
Ministry Site Profile (The Minis-
try Site Profile or MSP is an 
ELCA document that serves as 
a kind of job description for 
the next pastor.)  A critical piece 
of the MSP asks, “What is the     
mission and  purpose of the        
congregation.” The Year of Renewal 
would have provided a good answer. 

However the pandemic interrupted 
the Year of Renewal.  Key elements 
to the Year of Renewal are various 
community conversations within 
and beyond the congregation.  Such 
conversations are nearly impossible 
with the pandemic restriction.       

So I consulted with the   Synod    
office and the church council and 
we pivoted to a different plan. 
 

Plan B 

Instead of completing the Year of        
Renewal prior to calling your next      
pastor, the new plan is to proceed 
with preparing the MSP and calling 
a new pastor and then restarting 
The Year of Renewal.  The MSP 
will state that the congregation 
currently does not have a clear 
statement of     purpose, but is 
seeking a pastor who will lead 
them through the process of 
redefining the congregation’s 
mission and purpose.            
Congregations have followed such a 
plan in the past with success.  The 
new pastor will have the clear task 
of leading the congregation through 
a process of discovering God’s     
current mission for Fish Lake      
Lutheran.  Such a process will be 
doable once the restrictions of the 
ongoing pandemic are lifted and 
people feel safe again to gather in 
group settings. 
 

Ministry Site Profile Work 
Started 

In June the church council                
appointed a Ministry Site Profile 
team: Michelle Young, Rick 
Cedergren, Mike Linder, Dennis 
Lodin, and I. We are preparing 
the Ministry Site Profile       
document and plan to have it 
ready in September for the 
council and then                      
congregational approval.  Once 
this document is prepared the   
council will appoint the call        
committee.  The call committee will 
interview the pastoral candidates 
after consultation with the Saint 
Paul Area Synod office. Interviews 
and new calls are continuing during 
the pandemic.   Please contact any 
member of the Ministry Site Profile 
team if you have any questions.  

Congregational Input to MSP 

The MSP is an eleven page           
document.  One section asks what 
are the desired tasks and gifts of the 
next pastor.  The document lists 36 
potential tasks and 26 potential 
gifts.  A congregational survey 
will be conducted during       
August to discern what are the 
five top tasks and the top ten 
gifts for the next pastor. The 
survey will be on-line and take 
about 10 minutes to complete.  A 
paper copy will be available to     
anyone who does not have on-line 
computer or smart-phone access.   
A link to the survey will be provided 
the first week of August in an email 
and on our website: fishlakeluther-
an.org.  Please call the church office 
to request a paper survey. 
 

Congregational Prayer  

Throughout this process, I continue 
to ask all members of Fish Lake   
Lutheran Church to pray for the 
congregation and the calling of your 
next pastor.  Without the work of 
the Holy Spirit, our labor will be in 
vain.   I invite you to join me in 
praying the following prayer on a 
daily basis during August.  
 

Loving God, you seek only 
the best for your children.  
Send now your Holy Spirit 
to empower and guide the 
church council and MSP 
team as together we seek 
your next pastor for Fish 
Lake.  Help the council se-
lect the right members for 
the call committee.  The fu-
ture is foggy and unclear; 
teach us to trust that your 
hand is guiding us and your 
strength will uphold us.  In 
Jesus name we pray. Amen  

 

 

August 2020 



  

 

July 8, 2020 

Our monthly WELCA meeting was held on Wednesday, July 8, 2020. 

1. The Secretary’s minutes were approved and accepted as written. 

2. The Treasurer’s Report was read and approved.  Opening Balance was $1,625.30.  In-

come was $1,977.50.  Expenses were $791.54 with the major payment for Vine and Branches 

Mailing Costs.  Our Savings Account has $2,803.82, our account totals are $5,614.78. 

3. Social Secretary:  Kathy continues to send out cards to our shut-ins and Thank You notes for 

the gifts we receive.  

4. Old Business:   

           a) WELCA Sunday is July 26, 2020.  No servers will be needed that day.   

                 We will be  collecting items for our local Food Shelves 

b) Quilt Needs:  Continue to update our list of quilts for various Ministries.  We will con-

tinue to build our inventory for Mission Quilts and Bingo Quilts.  Work has also begun on 

our 2021 Grad quilts. 

c)  Service and Mission Update: 

     **Kitchen Updates.  No needs identified.  Did discuss that our Coffee Pot is not      

working.  Repair needs are being checked out by our Property Committee. 

     **Bundles of Love:  All items have been delivered. 

     **Block of Month.   Held June Meeting Outdoors.  Currently have 51 registered      

members. 

     **Service Unit Lists will be updated at our August Meeting.  Denise will join us with the 

current membership list to assist with this project. 
 

5.  New Business: 

A) Youth and Family requested face masks for their upcoming Amazing Race VBS Pro-

gram.  Shelly Lustig, Sharon Petit and Fran Bator met the request of 20+ face masks.  We 

thank these ladies for their beautiful donations for our youth.   

B) Request to help assemble Vine and Branches for Mailing.  Date is July 24 at 11:00 

c) Quilt Bingo.  Discussed the possibilities and decided to Cancel 2020 Quilt Bingo.  We 

will continue to increase our inventory for 2021.  It was decided to update this inventory 

and choose a couple quilts to be appraised by Bev Proulx.  Nancy said she would work 

with Barb to review our current inventory.   

     We will also be pursuing selling a quilt or two on E-Bay to raise money for outreach min-

istries.  Updates will be at our August Meeting.   

Our next Meeting will be August 5 at 9:00.  Any woman, friend, or member of Fish Lake Lutheran  

is welcome to all or any part of our day. 

Respectfully submitted, Barb Sauer 

Hi Fish Lake Lutheran Church,       

We received a donation at the St. Pat’s Church for Our Charity, Bundles of Love and 

wanted to thank you.  All the items are beautiful and will be appreciated by each  

person that receives them.  Thanks again for the hats, booties and sweaters and all.                                   

God Bless, Bundles of Love                                                                                      

Terry Olson shares what it was like 

growing up here at Fish Lake as a 

child!  He shared history of his   

family and Fish Lake!  What a treat 

for his young listeners!! 

The Fish Lake Garden is Thriving with the help of the            

volunteers—Everyone Welcome—come join the fun! 



  

 
Let us Pray for… 
 

Those in our midst fighting cancer:  Mary, Beth, Barb, Jim, and Jordan. 
 

Our service men and women including: Sami, Tim and Joe 
 

Injured and ill:  Ronnie, Carol, Jean, Ruby, and Dan  
 

Partner congregation – Wasa Congregation in Tanzania 
 

Those preparing for or recovering from surgery– Dick Burda 
 

Those who are grieving  
 

Those struggling due to the Covid 19 Pandemic 

 

Council minutes continued…Page 2 
 

7. Food Shelf Pickup on the 4th Sunday of month?   Reinvigorate that idea?  
a. Pastor will help promote this the next few Sundays. 
b. Someone will need to take it to the food shelf in Cambridge 
c. Kelli asked why Cambridge; Barb shared it is split each time between the two locations.               

The garden supplies were given to Cambridge Food Shelf. 
d. Barb will place the needs within the weekly bulletin after speaking to the Food Shelf folks. 
 

D. Committee Reports: 
  

     1. Audit Report                                    No Meeting                                Council Representative:  Kathy 
 

     2. Youth & Family                                                                                  Council Representative: Justin 
           1) Met once for the plans with VBS 
           2) The plan will be “family” partnership with the kids. 
           3) Spent just about $100 on supplies for the nursery 
           4) Deb asked if we could buy some more toys from the Youth Fund. Recommendation is $200 for                       
 toys. 
                i. Motion to permit purchase of $200 from Youth Fund 
               ii. Motion Second 
              Iii. Carried 

3.  Evangelical/Stewardship              No Meeting                                     Council Representative: Kelli 
 

4.  Property                                                             Council Representatives: Justin, Steve, Gaylen 
           1) Nursery is painted and cleaned up 
           2) Coffee Pot is leaking, it is approximately 10-15 years old.  Steve will review the cost. 
           3) Custodians  
i 
5. Social Ministry                    African Quilt Tickets                Council Representative: None at this time 
 
6.  WELCA                                                                 Council Representative:  Barb 

          1).Block of the Month: 50 people showing up 

           2) No 2020 Quilt Bingo 
 

7. Worship & Music                                              Council Representative: Candy 

8. Communication                                                       Council Representative: Barb 

 
E. Other Church Projects 
 
1.  Year of Renewal                             Council Representatives: Barb and Kelli    
 1) We can remove this from agenda 
            2) Ministry Site Profile Team (MSP) will take over. 
 
2. Old Business 
          1) Lundstrom (Pest Control): Here today  
          2) Eric Gustafson (North Branch Nursery) cannot finish the wall and trim the shrubs.  
              Eric recommended Northland Nursery 

  
 

 

The Klein family is proud to announce Samantha and Dylan Leverett are expecting a 
child on 10/18/20.   We are  going to be grandparents to a grandson!  She continues to 
live in Watertown , New York. They are off base in a nice townhome close to base. Sami 
was promoted to Specialist.  We are so proud of her accomplishments in the Army.  

Her plan is to stay in the Army, at least to finish her commitment she signed.  Their 
new address is: 26962E Eldon Drive  Evans Mills, NY 13637.  We are all really excited 
for this gift from God.   We would appreciate continued prayers for her safety, a healthy 
pregnancy and successful delivery.    

We want to thank you for the prayers and the support you have given to her during her time in the    mili-
tary. Her safety and well being is very important to us and your love and support has been           amaz-
ing.  

With love and appreciation for all of you, Daniel and Kelli Klein 

Remembering Evelyn Burda Ward Nyland 

Friday, August 7, 2020 11:00 a.m. Fish Lake Cemetery Inurnment followed immediately by a Potluck 

Memorial Picnic at Fish Lake Park Shelters. 

Dear Family and Friends of Evy, 

We want to let you know what our plans are for Mom’s memorial service.  Due to the restrictions of 

Covid 19, we are not able to gather indoors at this time.  Therefore, Jerry and I are planning a brief 

graveside service at Fish Lake Cemetery in Stark.  We have reserved both shelters at Fish Lake Park so 

we can go directly from the cemetery to Fish lake for a gathering and pot-luck after the graveside        

service.  We will set up a ‘Memory Table’ with photos and stories of Evy to share in one of the shelter  

areas.  Please add to Evy’s Memory Table if you wish to! 

If you would like to join us in making this a ‘pot-luck’ picnic please bring:  
*A dish to share 
*Lawn Chair 
*Beverage of your choice 
Marily (Ward) Gori 541-999-6846  - Jerry—541-997-6637 
(marilynward2012@gmail.com) 

Chisago County parks are still cautioning with 

social distancing and they suggests masks and 

handwashing.  Please check restrictions closer to 

the date as they can change. 



July 10, 2020 

 

 Don’t forget to continue to collect coins for  
                               SAMWEI Coins for Samweli   

              Tafadhali kuomba Mungu kwa kila mmoja 
                 (Please pray God for each other) 

 

 

Next Meeting Date:  8/6/20 (Thursday)                                Devotion next meeting:  Kathy Lodin 

Present:  Pastor John, Steve Mettling, Justin Ricke, Barb Sauer, Kathy Lodin, Gaylen Yates, Clay 
Wilking,  Candy McColley and Kelli Klein 
 

Fish Lake Council Members: Pastor John, Steve Mettling, Justin Ricke, Barb Sauer, Kathy Lodin, 
Gaylen Yates, Clay Wilking, Candy McColley and Kelli Klein 
 

Agenda/Meeting Notes: 
A. Devotions:  Steve Mettling 
 
B. Financial Report:  LaDonna Olson 

1.  Financial reports were provided in print format (thank you) 
2. Payroll Grants is used in full.  As a result, it is no longer a repayment for us to the state.  
3. Significant bump in tithings. 
4. All staff on full salary 
5. East Central was sent $1000 to support those in need.  They intend to write it up in a newsletter. 
6. Shalom Funds was discussed and the Baptist Church with a few other churches, work out a plan to help 

folks out in the community.  Barb Sauer mentioned maybe Spring Lake and Harris Church might be 
interested in participating.  Pastor John will discuss it with other pastors.  Kathy Lodin noted, we my 
see a stronger need here when the unemployment extensions ends. 

7. Primary tithing have been mailed in and provided at Sunday Services. 
 

 C. Pastor’s Report 
1. Worship Services 

a. Drive-in Worship started June 7 and continued through June 
b Online Worship continues with Facebook live streaming of Drive-in Worship 
c Do we allow people to sit outside their vehicles?  
d. Do we move to shaded west side of church building (traditional outdoor worship)? 
 

2. Vacation 
a. Four days of vacation the week of June 29 
b Plan to take a two-week vacation starting Friday, August 14 and return Friday, August 28th.  I will 

miss Sundays, August 16th and August 23rd. 
3. Pastoral Care:  

a. Phone Tree: I have 8 pastoral care phone calls 
b. Support Sister LaDonna’s Zoom Book Study on Racism starting July 21 

4. Beyond Vacation Bible School – Amazing Race 
a Elizabeth Huselid’s leadership 
b. All activities will be outside and done by family units and packets 
c. wrote the Bible Study and discussion questions for the first two sessions 
d. begins the week of July 12th 

5. Interim Process 
A. The Ministry Site Profile (MSP) Team has met twice and begun drafting the Ministry Site Profile.  
B. The team is working to complete draft by September 1st for the council to review and approve.  
C. The second page has a part of the Ministry Site Profile for council to answer and discuss.  

6. Safety (Resurrection) team 
A. Hope Tanko, Jen Kroschel, Laurie Knutson, and myself 
B. We have met twice, and a separate email will be sent on Wednesday with a draft of our                  

recommendations so the council can discuss at our meeting.  
                           C. Barb Sauer suggested Robin Graham join the group based upon her experience working in the                                   
                                   facility.  
 

Africa Quilt Drawing 

Thank you to everyone who has purchased raffle tickets so far for the  Africa Quilt. We will con-

tinue to offer tickets at worship August 2nd and 9th. We will hold the drawing on August 9th dur-

ing worship towards the end of the service. Envelopes are available for you as you come to 

church for raffle tickets, just ask the usher. Tickets are 1 for $5.00 or 3 for $10.00. Put your 

name and how many tickets 

you’d like on the outside of the 

envelope and your cash/check 

inside the envelope and hand it 

to the usher along with your of-

fering as you leave. On the 9th I 

will collect them during the service so you can be 

entered in the  drawing.  
 

If you are unable to come to church but would still 

like a ticket, please mail me your     request and 

money to:  

        Cindy Blesener 

       35201 Quincy Dr NE 

       Cambridge, MN 55008. 

 

Our students in Wasa, Tanzania appreciate your 

support. 
 

God Bless!  

A message from Sr. LaDonna… 

Candles are an important part of Christian life.    We 

light candles for practical reasons.  At night when the 

electricity goes out, we use them to see our way around 

the house.   We light candles at the beginning of our 

worship services (when we are worshipping inside).   I 

think there is a twofold purpose there.   1st we light them 

to remind us that Christ is our light in the darkness of 

life.  Second we light them to remind ourselves that God 

is present with us during our worship.     

I light a candle at the beginning of my spiritual direction 

sessions and tell my directees that the candle suggests 

the presence of God in our conversations together.   

Candles are comforting.   Recently as I was meeting with 

my own spiritual director, our conversation turned to 

the current state of affairs in our lives.   I commented on 

my overall sadness about politics, injustice, hopeless-

ness in so many lives.    She shared with me this poem.  

It was written by Howard Thurman for Christmas but I 

think that it is particularly poignant even in these     

summer months. 

I encourage you to light a candle along with your daily 

prayer.   And perhaps pray one of these verses each day. 

I will Light Candles this Christmas. 

Candles of joy despite all the sadness, 

Candles of hope where despair keeps watch, 

Candles of courage for fears ever present, 

Candles of peace for tempest tossed days, 

Candles of grace to easy heavy burdens, 

Candles of love to inspire all my living, 

Candles hat will burn all year long.  

 

 



 
2020 FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP AT FISH LAKE LUTHERAN 

Date 
Actual  

Offering 

Budgeted 

Offering 
Percent 

Above/Below 
Budget 

June 21  6,464.00 3,317.31 195% 3146.69 

June  28 2,053.00 3,317.31 62% (1264.31) 

July 5 1,260.00 3,317.31 38% (2,057.31) 

July 12 4,621.00 3,317.31 139% 1,303.69 

2020 YEAR TO DATE 94,643.78 92,884.68 102% 1,759.10 

THANK YOU 

A big thank you to all those who give to Fish Lake so that we can spread the Good News of Jesus to our 

community, and help to care for those in need in our midst. 

ALL who contributed to these funds in 2020: 

• Cemetery Fund—$4,725.00 was given in support of maintaining our Cemetery grounds. 

• Building Fund—$1097.00 was given in support of maintaining our building and grounds. 

MEMORIALS  

Fish Lake Lutheran gives thanks for the donation  to the Cemetery fund in memory of  

Sandra Larson (Dennis Lodin’s sister) from Deb & Rick Lofbloom, Greg & Connie Smegal 
Marilyn Gassert from Candy and Harley Twingstrom, Robin Graham (daughter)  

and Barb & Dale Sauer 
 

And to the Building fund in memory of Ramon Renquist from Barb & Dale Sauer 

 

 

The Cemetery Board would like to thank everyone who donated 

towards the purchase of a new lawn mower! 

Council Minutes Page 3 

F. New Business 

 1) Enough parking attendance? 

 2) Do we allow people to sit outside their vehicles 

       a. Safety committee supports sitting outside in front of your vehicle. 

                   b. They want to gradually move people closer 

                  c. Kelli recommended to start this option this Sunday (July 19th), group agreed 

 
          3) Do we move Worship to shaded west side of church building (traditional outdoor worship)? 

      a. Team decided to not move it anywhere yet. 

 

 4) On-line Synod Assembly 

      a. Friday afternoon 9/25 and Saturday morning 9/26. 

                 b. Fish Lake can have two voting members – need online access  

                           i. Virtual Online Synod Assembly 

                            ii. Three hours on Zoom on Friday and three hours on Saturday 

  c.  Registration cost is $15.00 and open July 13th 

              d.  Election of bishop will be main business topic 

 
             5) Safety (Resurrection) Team Plan Proposal 

  a. Several council members believe moving opening doors to October is appropriate.  

 Council indicated that they will able to make this decision without feedback.  

 
6) Shared Ministry Survey results 

 a. Mixed results from two surveys issued to members 

 b. 32 surveys were returned on Sunday 6/28/20 and 11 via email to church the following                                 

 week.  

 c. The Ministry Site Profile Team (MSP) will be handling most survey’s in the future.  

          d.  The Ministry Site Profile Team (MSP) will be sending another survey in August 

 
G. Affirmations 

 1.  Noel Petit:  Sound system for outdoor service, gardening, and extra work for the church 

2. Elizabeth Huselid and Madi Handt for organizing Vacation Bible School (Amazing Race Activ-

ities). 

 3. Jack and Linda Sprinkle, for the trailer and work on Sundays for outdoor Worship 

            4. Deb Robinson and family for the work on the nursery 

 5. Robin Graham for helping sort out and clean the toys from the nursery 

6. Mary Diehl for her work as Head Usher, making sure everything is set up for Worship services. 

 7. The Safety Team:  Hope Tanko, Jen Kroschel, Laurie Knutson, and Pastor John 

 8. Custodians Robin and Tom are doing an amazing job 

 
H. Close with the Lord’s Prayer 

 
Minutes Submitted on 7/17/20 by Secretary Kelli Klein 

To be approved by:  Council/Pastor John 



Thank You! 

Losing my sister Sandy Larson was very difficult.   

Your prayers, cards, calls and memorials are very  

comforting!             

God Bless                                      Dennis Lodin Family  

               Fish Lake Lutheran will continue to collect 
donations for the Family Pathways Food Shelves on 
the 4th Sunday of each month.  

Items needed:  Boxed cereal, Ramon Noodles, Canned Vegetables,  

Personal Care Items:  Shampoo, toothpaste, deodorant … 

Sunday, August 23rd will be the next collection date! 

 

Safety Team                                                                                                 

 
Drive-in Worship to continue through August! 
 
With the Covid-19 pandemic continuing to grow in our nation, the church council 
has decided to continue with Drive-in Worship through August and possibly  
September.  On-line worship will also continue with Facebook Live streaming 
and You Tube video.  The Safety Team continues to prepare recommendations 
on when and how to reopen safely later this fall! 
 
Interim Pastor John Keller 
 
Safety Team Members are:  Pastor John, Hope Tanko, Laurie Knutson, Jen. Kroschel 

Beyond VBS - The Amazing Race 
It’s Not Too Late!! Sign up Now!! 

 
 

     With physical distancing keeping us apart this summer, a team 
has decided to design a variation of VBS that can be done on your 
own!  All families are invited to participate in an inspiring, moving, 

and engaging  5-week challenge.  
 

     Families will “race” to 5 separate locations within our county, region, and further to          
uncover clues and follow faith formation challenges/lessons. Gas up your cars, pack a lunch, 
and commit to visiting important landmarks, sites in nature, urban areas and learning more 
about the pioneers of the Lutheran Church in our area!  With these visits, the Bible lessons 
will connect us all and help us to know we are all one under God. 
 

     We’ll discover that, no matter where we live, what shade of skin we have, or what          
language we speak, we are all part of the same race—the human race—and all part of the 
same family from Adam and Eve.  
 
    Please notify the church office, Pastor John, or Elizabeth Huselid if you’d like to join 

 
 
 
 

Join the Amazing Race 
 
 
 
 

 
The Huselid family on the Race!   

Dear Ladies of Fish Lake WELCA,  

Thank you for your card and caring note.  It meant so much to me to hear from you!   I miss not     

seeing you and hope that everyone is still staying safe and well!  I know it has been very stressful for 

everyone these past few months.  We have to hope and pray for the best and wish for better days to 

come soon!  Dick is  having surgery next Thursday (July 16th) at Mercy so you surely brightened up 

my day during these sad and stressful times.  

My love and blessings to all of you! 

Jan Burda 

Critical Congregational Survey this month. 

     In preparation for calling a new pastor, the Ministry Site Profile (MSP) team has prepared a critical survey 

regarding the next pastor.   The Ministry Site Profile is a standardized job description that all ELCA                 

congregations use in searching for their pastor.  The MSP team is asking all confirmed members to answer 

three key questions as to what kind of gifts and tasks the next Pastor needs to have. The questions come      

directly from the ELCA form. The survey will take about 5-10 minutes to complete.   

The easiest way is to access the survey on-line.  You can find a link to the survey on the Fish Lake web-

site; fishlakelutheran.org.  It will be open on August 1st until August 25.  Though you can use a mobile phone to 

access the survey, the preferred method would be a laptop or desktop computer since there are many choices 

to choose from. Once you open the survey link you will need to finish the survey prior to closing your             

computer.  A computer will only be able to open the survey once.  

If you prefer a paper copy of the survey, please call the church office. We will mail one to you with a return     

envelope. All copies need to be returned by August 31st. 

Thank you for your participation in this critical work. 
 
Interim Pastor John Keller 
Fish Lake Lutheran Church 
43353 Cedarcrest Trail  
Harris, MN 55032 

http://fishlakelutheran.org/

